
Consultee Comments for Planning Application APP/24/01022

 

Application Summary

Application Number: APP/24/01022

Address: Land adjacent 1 Brookfield Close, Havant, PO9 3BB

Proposal: New water booster station and associated works.

Case Officer: Arleta Miszewska

 

Consultee Details

Name: Consultee Principal Ecologist

Address: Public Service Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant PO9 2AX

Email: Not Available

On Behalf Of: Ecologist

 

Comments

Dear Arleta,

 

APP/24/01022 | New water booster station and associated works. | Land adjacent 1 Brookfield

Close, Havant, PO9 3BB

 

Thank you for consulting me on this application.

 

The application is accompanied by an Ecological Impact Assessment (Atkins Realis, August 2024)

and a Biodiversity Net Gain Feasibility Assessment (Atkins Realis, October 2024). The site

comprises a relatively small mown grass verge with native hedgerow and small trees. The site is

typical of other verge-type habitats locally and I am content that the site is of limited ecological

value beyond the site scale. Given the sites limited extent and relative habitat simplicity, I am also

content to agree that there is limited potential for supporting populations of protected and notable

species.

 

The proposed development will result in direct loss of hedgerow habitat as well as some neutral

grassland. Hedgerow, trees and some grassland habitat is to be retained, and the bulk of the site

is to be a new area of sown wildflower grassland. I am content that this is an acceptable approach

and that the impacts to habitats can be firstly minimised and secondly compensated  please see

comments on the Biodiversity Net Gain assessment below. The underlying geology in this location

appears to be a mix of clays, sands and gravels and therefore any proposed sown grass mix

should take account of this. A grass mix suited to neutral-to-acid soils would be likely to prove

more suitable.

 

The Ecological Impact Assessment includes a range of ecological avoidance and mitigation

measures for protected and notable species, designed to manage potential risk of impacts. These



measures are all acceptable.

 

If you are minded to grant permission, can I suggest the following condition wording:

 

Development shall proceed in strict accordance with the ecological avoidance, mitigation,

compensation and enhancement measures as detailed in the Ecological Impact Assessment

(Atkins Realis, August 2024) unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: to provide ecological enhancement in accordance with the Environment Act 2021,

Conservation Regulations 2017, Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, NPPF, NERC Act 2006 and

Policy CS 11 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy March 2011.

 

In respect to Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), the submitted Biodiversity Net Gain Feasibility

Assessment (Atkins Realis, October 2024) and the Statutory BNG Metric (Atkins Realis, 24

October 2024) demonstrate that sufficient information has been provided. The proposed

development will result in an overall gain of 11.58% in habitat units and 18.56% in hedgerow units.

All BNG measures will be delivered on site. I am content that the BNG assessment and Metric are

acceptable and it is the obligation of the applicant to ensure that all measures are implemented as

described.

 

If you are minded to grant permission, can I suggest that BNG measures are secured by condition.

The deemed condition states that a Biodiversity Gain Plan be submitted to and approved by the

local planning authority prior to the commencement of development.

 

Suggested wording is as follows:

 

 Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, a Biodiversity Gain Plan

shall be prepared in accordance with the Biodiversity Net Gain Feasibility Assessment (Atkins

Realis, October 2024) and the Statutory BNG Metric (Atkins Realis, 24 October 2024) and must

include:

 

(1) information about the steps taken or to be taken to minimise the adverse effect of the

development on the biodiversity of the on-site habitat and any other habitat;

(2) the pre-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat;

(3) the post-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat;

(4) any registered off-site biodiversity gain allocated to the development and the value of that gain

in relation to the development;

(5) any biodiversity credits purchased for the development; and

(6) any such other matters as the Secretary of State may by regulations specify.

 

 The development shall not commence until a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP),

prepared in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan, has been submitted to, and

approved in writing by, the local planning authority. The HMMP shall include:



 

(7) a non-technical summary;

(8) the roles and responsibilities of the people or organisation(s) delivering the HMMP;

(9) the planned habitat creation and enhancement works to create or improve habitat to achieve

the biodiversity net gain in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan;

(10) the management measures to maintain habitat in accordance with the approved Biodiversity

Gain Plan for a period of 30 years from the completion of development; and

(11) the monitoring methodology and frequency in respect of the created or enhanced habitat.

 

 Notice in writing shall be given to the Council when the:

 

(a) HMMP has been implemented; and

(b) habitat creation and enhancement works as set out in the HMMP have been completed.

 

 The created and/or enhanced habitat specified in the approved HMMP shall be managed and

maintained in accordance with the approved HMMP.

 

 Monitoring reports shall be submitted to local planning authority in writing in accordance with the

methodology and frequency specified in the approved HMMP.

 

Reason: In the interest of securing and monitoring biodiversity net gain (BNG) and policies CS11,

CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy) 2011, the National Planning

Policy Framework and Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

 

If you have any queries, please dont hesitate to contact me.

 

Kind regards,

 

Tristan

 

Tristan Norton

 

Principal Ecologist | E: tristan.norton@havant.gov.uk

Planning Services, Havant Borough Council, Public Service Plaza, Havant, PO9 2AX


