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Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
Screening and Appropriate Assessment (AA)

PLEASE NOTE:  Undertaking the HRA process is the responsibility of Havant Borough Council as the Competent Authority for the purpose of the Habitats Regulations. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose.

	HRA drafting date:
	11/9/24

	HRA completion date:
	

	Application reference:
	APP/24/00571

	Application address: 
	Spindrift, Ferry Road, Hayling Island

	Application description:
	First Floor side extension

	Lead Planning Officer:
	Robert Riley

	Please note that all references in this assessment to the ‘Habitats Regulations’ refer to The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

	

	Stage 1 - details of the plan or project

	European site potentially impacted by planning application, plan or project:
	· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) 
· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Ramsar site
· Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
· Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area (SPA)
· Solent and Southampton Water SPA
· Solent and Southampton Water Ramsar
· Portsmouth Harbour SPA
· Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar
· Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC
(Hereafter known as the Solent European Sites)

	Is the planning application directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site (if yes, Applicant should have provided details)?
	No. The development consists of an increase in residential dwellings, which is neither connected to nor necessary to the management of any European site.

	Are there any other projects or plans that together with the planning application being assessed could affect the site?
	Yes. All new housing development within 5.6km of the Solent SPAs is considered to contribute towards an impact on site integrity in combination with other development in the Solent area due to increase in recreational pressure.
All new housing development that would drain to the Budds Farm or Thornham Wastewater Treatment Works due to increase in nitrogen deposition leading to a reduction in water quality.

The PUSH Spatial Position Statement (https://www.push.gov.uk/work/planning-and-infrastructure/push-position-statement/) sets out the scale and distribution of housebuilding which is being planned for across South Hampshire.

	

	Stage 2 - HRA screening assessment

	Screening under Regulation 63(1)(a) of the Habitats Regulations – The Applicant to provide evidence so that a judgement can be made as to whether there could be any potential significant impacts of the development on the integrity of the SPA/SAC/Ramsar.

	The site is situated immediately adjacent to parts of the Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Chichester & Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site, and Langstone Harbour Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

The proposed works are relatively minor, but due to the application sites very close proximity to the identified designated sites works have potential to result in impacts. Given the scale of proposed works, the potential impact pathways are: noise and visual disturbance, and airborne and waterborne pollution. 

Would the proposal lead to a likely significant effect on European site integrity? 

Yes, proposed works have potential to result in impacts to internationally and nationally designated nature conservation sites and the species they support via noise and visual disturbance, and airborne and waterborne pollution.


	Stage 3 - Appropriate Assessment

	Appropriate Assessment under Regulation 63(1) - if there are any potential significant impacts, the applicant must provide evidence showing avoidance and/or mitigation measures to allow an Assessment to be made.  The Applicant must also provide details which demonstrate any long-term management, maintenance and funding of any solution.

	The applicant has submitted a Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP) (September 2024). The CEMP provides details of measures to avoid and mitigate the identified impact pathways. Key sections of the CEMP are as follows:

The anticipated number, frequency and types of vehicles used during construction

The construction does not require heavy plant and machinery. No fixed concrete batching equipment is required on-site. The following vehicles are likely to be required:

· Concrete Mixers – 1 Remain on site
· General Material Delivery vehicles associated with construction materials (as required) and scaffolding
· Small crane for lifting of steel universal joists etc if required.
· Contractors transit vans – probably 1 to visit the site each day

The provision made for the parking of vehicles by contractors, site operatives and visitors; the provision made for the parking of vehicles by contractors, site operatives; the loading and unloading of plant, materials and waste, and the storage of plant and materials used in construction of the development

Parking for contractors’, site operatives vehicles, together with the loading and unloading of plant, materials and waste, and the storage of plant and materials used in construction of the development will occur in dedicated areas within the development site. As can be seen from the CEMP Site Arrangements Plan (Fig. 1) three areas have been set aside for: (i) the parking of contractors’ vehicles (orange) (ii) the loading, unloading of plant, materials and waste (yellow), and; (iii) the storage of plant, materials and waste (blue).

The CEMP Site Arrangements Plan is provided to show the location of the areas specifically selected for: (i) the parking of contractors’ vehicles (orange); (ii) the loading, unloading of plant, materials and waste (yellow), and; (iii) the storage of plant, materials and waste..

Dust Management

A construction objective will be to ensure there are no nuisance dust emissions from the construction site. To achieve this, action will be taken to avoid the circumstance that leads to the generation of dust nuisance.

As appropriate, mitigation measures will include:

· Site work areas would be swept and sprayed with water in prolonged spells of dry weather;
· stabilisation of disturbed areas as soon as possible after disturbance, through the introduction 
· of vegetation;
· ensuring that surfaces are constructed to their final design requirement as quickly as 
· practicable;
· any complaints or claims emanating from the lack of dust control will be attended to 
· immediately by the Contractor;
· the access road will be inspected for accumulations of dust and mud; all such depositions would be removed as soon as possible after they have been identified;
· handling areas should be maintained in a clean condition;
· material loads shall be sheeted where necessary.

Noise Management

In order to ensure nearby residents are not disturbed by construction work noise, construction activities will not take place other than between 07:00 and 19:00 hours on weekdays and 07:00 and 16:00 hours on Saturdays, excluding public holidays.

In order to ensure wildlife is not unduly impacted by the development works with heavy machinery (i.e. plant resulting in a noise level in excess of 69dbA max – measured at the sensitive receptor) shall be avoided during the bird overwintering period (i.e. October to March inclusive) unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority in advance.

It is also recognised that the delivery of materials can also cause noise and disturbance. As such the contractor will ensure that deliveries do not take place other than between 07:00 and 19:00 hours on weekdays and 07:00 and 16:00 hours on Saturdays, excluding public holidays.
The Contractor will maintain records of time worked and the deliveries received or dispatched to show compliance. The Contractor will have a general duty to take all practicable measures to minimise nuisance from noise and vibrations.

Without prejudice to other legal and contractual requirements, the Contractor will comply with the following mitigation measures:

· Principles of the “Best Practicable Means”, as defined in the Control of Pollution Act (1974), would be used to reduce noise and vibration.
· Noisy plant or equipment will be sited as far away as is practicable from noise sensitive 
· receptors.
· Plant will be used in an appropriate manner to minimise noise emissions including regular maintenance of the plant.
· Contractors will adhere to the codes of practice for construction working and piling set out in BS 5228 ‘Noise Control on Construction and Open Sites’ insofar as these are reasonably practicable and applicable to the construction works.
· Vehicles and mechanical plant used for the purpose of the works would be fitted with effective exhaust silencers and would be maintained in efficient working order.
· All plant would comply with relevant EU/UK noise limits applicable to that equipment or is no noisier than would be expected from the noise levels quoted in BS 5228:1997.
· Care would be taken when loading or unloading vehicles or moving materials, etc. to reduce impact noise. All operatives undertaking such activities should be instructed on the importance of reducing noise to a minimum.
· Deliveries should be programmed to arrive during daytime hours only, if practical.
· Care would be taken when unloading vehicles to minimise noise.
· Machines in intermittent use would be shut down in the intervening periods between work or throttled down to a minimum.

Storage of Fuel & Chemicals

No fuels or chemicals are proposed to be stored within the site during the construction phase of the development. All of the plant and machinery operating during the construction phase would be fuelled off-site at a publicly accessible petrol filling station, the contractors own yard or by the equipment hire company supplying the machine.

Waste Storage – No Burning

Any waste produced by the development process would be stored in the area shown coloured blue on the CEMP Site Arrangements Plan. This would be disposed of by an approved waste disposal contractor. No construction activity shall involve the burning of any materials.


	Stage 4 – Summary of the Appropriate Assessment (To be carried out by the Competent Authority (the local planning authority) in liaison with Natural England

	Based on the submitted CEMP, it is considered that appropriate and proportionate avoidance and mitigation measures are secured. The implementation of these measures will remove the potential for impacts to the identified European sites.


	Natural England Officer:

	Summary of Natural England’s comments:
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