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Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
Screening and Appropriate Assessment (AA)

PLEASE NOTE:  Undertaking the HRA process is the responsibility of Havant Borough Council as the Competent Authority for the purpose of the Habitats Regulations. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose.

	HRA drafting date:
	10/9/24 

	HRA completion date:
	

	Application reference:
	APP/24/00272

	Application address: 
	2-4 Seafarers Walk, HI

	Application description:
	Application for change of use from C2 to C3 (b) residential dwelling which covers up to six people living together as a single household and receiving care. (No change to the property are proposed, only a change of use class to facilitate a change in care model 
for the occupiers.)


	Lead Planning Officer:
	Lesley Wells 

	Please note that all references in this assessment to the ‘Habitats Regulations’ refer to The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

	

	Stage 1 - details of the plan or project

	European site potentially impacted by planning application, plan or project:
	· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) 
· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Ramsar site
· Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
· Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area (SPA)
· Solent and Southampton Water SPA
· Solent and Southampton Water Ramsar
· Portsmouth Harbour SPA
· Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar
· Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC
(Hereafter known as the Solent European Sites)

	Is the planning application directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site (if yes, Applicant should have provided details)?
	No. The development does not amount to an increase in residential dwellings or overnight accommodation, which is neither connected to nor necessary to the management of any European site.

	Are there any other projects or plans that together with the planning application being assessed could affect the site?
	Yes. All new housing development within 5.6km of the Solent SPAs is considered to contribute towards an impact on site integrity in combination with other development in the Solent area due to increase in recreational pressure.

All new housing development that would drain to the Budds Farm or Thornham Wastewater Treatment Works due to increase in nitrogen deposition leading to a reduction in water quality. 

The proposal does not amount to an increase in dwelling, or overnight accommodation.

The PUSH Spatial Position Statement (https://www.push.gov.uk/work/planning-and-infrastructure/push-position-statement/) sets out the scale and distribution of housebuilding which is being planned for across South Hampshire.

	

	Stage 2 - HRA screening assessment

	Screening under Regulation 63(1)(a) of the Habitats Regulations – The Applicant to provide evidence so that a judgement can be made as to whether there could be any potential significant impacts of the development on the integrity of the SPA/SAC/Ramsar.

	Recreational Pressure
The proposed development is within 5.6km of Chichester & Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar. In accordance with advice from Natural England and as detailed in Policy DM24 of the adopted Havant Borough Local Plan (Allocations) and the Solent Recreation Mitigation Strategy, a net increase in housing development within 5.6km of the Solent SPAs is likely to result in impacts to the integrity of those sites through a consequent increase in recreational disturbance. 
Development within the 5.6km zone will increase the human population at the coast and thus increase the level of recreation and disturbance of bird species. The impacts of recreational disturbance (both at the site-scale and in combination with other development in the Solent area) are analogous to impacts from direct habitat loss as recreation can cause important habitat to be unavailable for use (the habitat is functionally lost, either permanently or for a defined period). Birds can be displaced by human recreational activities (terrestrial and water-based) and use valuable resources in finding suitable areas in which to rest and feed undisturbed. Ultimately, the impacts of recreational disturbance can be such that they affect the status and distribution of key bird species and therefore act against the stated conservation objectives of the Chichester and Langstone Harbour SPA and Ramsar sites.
The proposed development would not represent a net increase in residential dwellings, or overnight accommodation just a change in use of how these care homes will operate. Therefore, it is the view of the Local Planning Authority that the proposal would not have an adverse impact on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.
Natural England has been consulted the proposal and has advised that the proposal “… will not have a significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.”  
As a result, the proposal would not have an adverse significant effect to the Chichester & Langstone Harbours SPA.

Water Quality
The proposal which lies within the catchment of a wastewater treatment works that drains into the Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA, which would not result in an increase in dwellings or overnight accommodation. The proposal is only for a change of use from Class C2  (Care Home) to Class C3 (Residential), with the same number of occupiers. Therefore, it is the view of the Local Planning Authority that the proposal would not have a significant adverse impact on the Solent’s European Sites.
Natural England has been consulted over the proposal and has advised that the proposal “… will not have a significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.”  
Would the proposal lead to a likely significant effect on European site integrity? 

No, because there would be no increase in dwellings or increase in occupation of the two properties. As there would be no significant effect on European site integrity, it is not necessary to move to Stage 3 – Appropriate Assessment – as mitigation is not required.

(If yes, continue to Stage 3).

	Stage 3 - Appropriate Assessment

	

	

	Stage 4 – Summary of the Appropriate Assessment (To be carried out by the Competent Authority (the local planning authority) in liaison with Natural England

	

	Natural England Officer:

	Summary of Natural England’s comments:
NO OBJECTION
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.

Natural England’s generic advice on other natural environment issues is set out at Annex A 

European sites 
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not have likely significant effects on statutorily protected sites and has no objection to the proposed development. To meet the requirements of the Habitats Regulations, we advise you to record your decision that a likely significant effect can be ruled out. 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not have likely significant effects on statutorily protected sites and has no objection to the proposed development.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website.
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