HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL

	APPLICATION No.
	APP/23/00400 

	LOCATION
	Verge outside Rachel Madocks School, Eagle Avenue, Waterlooville, PO8 9XP


	PROPOSAL
	Application for prior approval of proposed 5G telecommunications installation of a 15m high slim-line monopole, supporting 6 no. antennas, 3 no. equipment cabinets and ancillary development thereto. 

	RECOMMENDATION

	Approve, subject to conditions

	DATE

	7th December 2023



Reasons for Recommendation
The Council seeks to protect tree coverage in the Borough, sympathetically incorporating existing features into the overall design of the scheme including measures taken to ensure their continued survival. 

The application would require the siting of a street pole and additional equipment cabinets on a grass verge in close proximity to a hedgerow and row of trees that form part of the boundary landscaping of Rachel Madocks School. 

The trees vary in age, size and species and make a positive contribution towards the amenity of the area, but are not within a conservation area or subject to a Tree Preservation Order. 

Details of works in relation to the adjacent trees has been submitted with an Arboricultural Impact Assessment (Arbtech AIA 01), Arboricultural Method Statement (produced by Arbtech) and the Tree Protection Plan (Arbtech TPP 01).  The supporting information sets out the measures to protect the adjacent group of trees (G1) and hedgerow. 

The Arboricultural Method Statement seeks to retain and protect the adjacent trees and hedgerow with ground protection measures and protective fencing. The Tree Protection Plan outlines the potential use of stabilisers struts to the protective fencing, but their use along the central fencing section could be limited and use of concrete or rubber feet would be acceptable as set out in the Arboricultural Method Statement.

The Arboricultural Method Statement outlines the need to prune the trees and hedgerow to achieve 2m clearance for the construction works. As stated in previous comments, if the adjacent trees are considered to be a future risk to the operation of the equipment, it would be beneficial if formative pruning works were also undertaken at this stage to avoid future reactive pruning works when the trees have grown further, which would have a more severe impact on their amenity value.

If the officer were minded to grant permission for the application, the pruning works and tree protection measures should be secured by condition to be in accordance with Policy CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Core Strategy (2011). 

Recommended Conditions:
Approval subject to the following conditions;
a) Pruning works: 
The development hereby permitted shall only be carried out in accordance with Arboricultural Impact Assessment (Arbtech AIA 01), Arboricultural Method Statement (produced by Arbtech) and the Tree Protection Plan (Arbtech TPP 01).  
Reason:  To ensure the continuity of amenity value afforded by the trees in question and having due regard to policies CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.

b) Tree protection measures:
The development hereby permitted shall only be carried out in accordance with Arboricultural Impact Assessment (Arbtech AIA 01), Arboricultural Method Statement (produced by Arbtech) and the Tree Protection Plan (Arbtech TPP 01).  
Reason: To ensure the continuity of amenity value afforded by the trees in question and in accordance with policies CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.
