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	CONSULTATION UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(DEVELOPMENT  MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE ENGLAND) ORDER 2015


	Planning Application Reference:
	APP/21/00601

	Proposal:
	Proposed Portsmouth Water Headquarters building (Use Class E(g)(i) use) and new employment premises (Use Class B2.B8/E(g)(iii) use); widened access onto Solent Road; and associated access, car parking, landscaping and works; including the felling of 7No. trees the subject of TPO No.1801 in order to improve the access and allow for the development.

	Location:
	Land north of Solent Road (adjacent to Bosmere Medical Centre) Havant
	Date:
	28 November 2023



Portsmouth Water’s Catchment and Environment Team have reviewed this application from a groundwater quality protection perspective. 

Our Position

Ecology and Landscape

We recommend the following condition to be included on any panning permission granted for the above development:

Condition

A fully detailed Landscape and Ecology Plan (LEMP) will be submitted to and approved by the local Planning Authority. The approved plan shall be implemented in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: 
For habitat creation and management in order to provide ecological enhancement and strengthen the green infrastructure within the local area as well as to provide landscape and visual mitigation.



Supporting information

Portsmouth Water previously submitted information to support the above planning application but recognise that some of the details, in discussion with Havant Borough Council Ecologist and their own internal Catchment & Environment Management Team require amendments and assurances on landscape, future management and habitat creation. Amended habitat and planting plans and a Detailed Management Plan including ongoing maintenance will be submitted. We also propose to submit details within the LEMP that include the following changes and recommendations:

· Trees to be removed from between the river and the back of the building as they too close to the building and also within the root protection zone of the existing trees and scrub.  

· Shrubs will be wildlife friendly and if not native, drought resilient and non-invasive as we manage the site for nature conservation and the planting needs to reflect this. 

· We are in agreement with the county ecologist on the need for more detail on how the enhancements will be achieved and managed in order to hit the BNG submitted, this has to be manageable for PW. We will therefore submit a detailed Management Plan for the site to be in included in the LEMP

· On drawing 892.10.02 it states that under protection of existing trees that the heras fencing will be secured by ramming in 2.4m long scaffolding tubes. These will not be in the root protection zones or near any of our underground asset.   

· The development is adjacent to the existing Portsmouth Water Head Offices conservation area managed for biodiversity by the company and is surrounded by multiple Tree Preservation Orders as well as areas of international and national statutory designations. Therefore, all measures to protect biodiversity, by avoiding excavations within Root Protection Zones (RPZs), and meeting the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) requirements during and post construction are expected.

· At present no proposed bird or bat boxes or bricks are included in the proposed new Portsmouth Water Head Offices. The layout plan will be reviewed and address whether the inclusion of Bee bricks and Bat Bricks can be included and will be detailed in the LEMP.

· Under the Foul Water drainage strategy, the sewer main is to be relocated in the south-west of the site. This relocation and associated easement will encroach within the TPO group areas G2, G1 and G5 and the protected trees associated RPZs. This proximity risks causing damaged to the trees (TPO’s). We will review this and provide alternative or mitigations measures and details these within the LEMP.
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