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1 Summary

1.1 This Design and Access Statement (DAS) explains the process by which the
proposed design has been conceived and the various considerations made.

Portsmouth City Council (PCC) owns the open space and surrounding woodland,
and is keen to resolve drainage issues at the recreation ground known as Hobby
Close Field, Wecock Farm. Poor drainage and heavy clay soils currently limit its
use for sports during many months of the year. The existing land drainage system
is poor and needs improving. Havant Borough Council , who manage the open
space on Portsmouth’s behalf, is working in collaboration with PCC to carry out
improvements to the land and drainage on its behalf.

1.3 This project will create a new landform by reprofiling the recreation ground using
‘end of waste’ imported inert sub-soil material such that the land form itself
becomes the drainage medium. This will allow the recreation ground’s use
throughout the year once the works are complete.

2 The Recreation Ground today

2.1 Hobby Close Field lies on the outer edge of Wecock Farm surrounded by a belt of
mature woodland. There is a MUGA ball court, skate park and play area at the
lower end of the field adjacent Hobby and Merlin Close which have been named
the Phoenix Skate and Play Park. This development in 2021created new facilities
in the lower field, expanding and improving the former offer considerably. The
grass open space beyond these recreational facilities at the higher north end of
the field (the subject of this application) provides ample space for playing football
and other sports but because the ground is made up of heavy clay and becomes
very waterlogged for much of the year, it is seldom used. The woodland belt
around the perimeter of the recreation ground is used by dog-walkers on the
tracks and paths linking to the surrounding Wecock Farm neighbourhood. See
images below:

View of MUGA ball court with Phoenix Park beyond and woodland belt surrounding, from Hobby Close
(© Google 2023)
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Phoenix Park Play area, SE corner of field, view from Merlin Close (© Google 2023)

There is open access to the site by foot from public footpaths surrounding the field,
and by road from Hobby Close and Merlin Close directly at the southwest end. A
new road, Powell Drive, has recently been created northeast of the field from
Eagle Avenue to access the new housing development known as Catherington
Park. An old bridle path known as Woodcroft Lane runs along the north of the site
but is currently fenced off at the new access road. The site access plan is shown
in drawing 2018-14-012.

Although a land drainage system does exist, it has failed in the last decades to
have any benefit to the site. The poor drainage due to the underlying clay means
that in the wetter seasons of the year, the field becomes waterlogged, and during
the summer months the ground becomes very hard. This means that the open
space is not usable as intended, with children having to go to other sites in the
area which are difficult to travel to unaccompanied, involving crossing busy roads.

A first phase of drainage improvements were carried out in 2019 by Havant
Borough Council on behalf of PCC and enabled with CIL funding. This provided a
drainage ditch along the southeast edge culminating in a temporary seasonal pond
at the end with overflow to an existing street drain on Merlin Close. This seasonal
pond has subsequently been replaced by a larger facility within the Phoenix Play
Park.

The development of the Phoenix Play Park and Skate Park by Portsmouth City
Council which opened in 2022 has resolved these drainage issues in the southern
section of the field; the new facilities included land drainage into the ditch created
in 2019, and moved the seasonal pond to become part of the ‘messy play’ facilities
within the extended play provision.
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Seasonal pond for drainage, with ditch created in 2019 beyond (© Google, 2023)

3 Development rationale

3.1 A land form reprofiling at Hobby Close Field is considered a cost-effective,
sustainable and resilient solution to the drainage issue of the grass field. This
involves bringing imported ‘end of waste’ inert sub-soil material onto the site and
using it to change the shape of the land into a form which has no low spots in
which drainage issues could develop, whilst providing opportunities for
landscaping and separating the play and sports facilities into different areas.

3.2 The proposed land form (drawing 2018-14-013) involves importing approximately
5,500 cubic metres of material onto the site to create a large, relatively flat area on
the higher terrace for the sports pitch; its dimensions are approximately 50m x
100m. The side slopes to the raised land form would be set at 1 in 3 (33%) and the
lower slope would be 1 in 6 (17%).

4 Drainage

4.1 The primary driver of the scheme is to improve drainage by creating a new land
form which is self-draining by design. Surrounding woodland and residential
properties bounding the field will not be affected by the works.

4.2 The drainage concept involves using the imported free draining material to
channel water into a new piped land drainage system connected to the ditch. The
proposed solution is to initially strip the topsoil from the site to expose the
underlying clay, and then import the ‘end of waste’ inert self draining material,
placing it onto the clay and using the natural shape of the underlying ground to
channel it into the previously created ditch. The topsoil will then be replaced, with
sand slitting employed over the pitch area to assist rain water to percolate through
the soil naturally. Water will percolate into the ditch and to the Phoenix pond, from
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where a connection is available into the existing piped drainage system in Merlin
Close at an attenuated rate.

To ensure percolated water is able to access the ditch from the whole of the raised
site, a shallow swale has also been created along the northeast boundary of the
Phoenix site, reflecting the existing ground levels which fall first southwest-wards
and then southeast-wards, into the ditch.

Construction Traffic Management Plan
The project requires importing of 5,500 cubic metres of ‘end of waste’ inert fill.
The construction procedure would be as follows:

e Create a site access from the new road from Chaffinch Green, through the
Portsmouth City Council-owned car park towards the existing path through the
woodland belt.

e Create a temporary construction route through the woodland belt to the site, to
the south-eastern boundary of the site.

e Fence off this site site access route using signage for members of public using
footpaths alongside and through the woodland.

e Fence off site working areas around the perimeter of the field
e Strip topsoil from working areas and stockpile adjacent.

e Roll formation.

e Import fill material to shape.

¢ Replace topsoil onto new land form.

e Seed and landscape sports field.

e Removal of site fencing and temporary haul routes, making good/reinstating
grass and woodland areas.

It is anticipated that the work would be carried out over a four month period from
April / May 2024. The land raising works will be carried out by L&S Waste Ltd, with
whom a contract has been signed under an earlier planing permission which has
since expired. Safety fencing would be used to secure the perimeter of the
construction and land raising works. The recreation ground would be closed to the
public for the duration of the construction period.

Establishment of the grass sward and landscaping would require areas to be
fenced off from the general public for at least 6 months.

On completion the temporary site access to Chaffinch Green will be removed and
reinstated to footway and verge.
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The volume of material to be imported will require agreement of a construction
management plan. This is provided as part of the ‘Materials Management Plan
HBC22 v1.2 Rev 1’ appended to this application.

Material will be delivered on ‘Euro 6° compliant eight-wheel tipper vehicles. Each
vehicle will carry around 18-19 tonnes of inert material The project is estimated
to take 8 - 10 weeks to complete. Based on the project plan there will be circa
twenty loads of inert soil delivered to site per day over a 6—8-week period.

Hours of working: 0800 — 1700 Monday — Friday.
Hours of delivery: 0815 — 1630 Monday — Friday.

These proposed working and delivery hours reflect that the route will be sharing
the access to Chaffinch Green and its car park via Eagle Avenue.

The document “Soil Management Systems Manual - 2021 Farlington” describes
the handling and quality control of the material at the Farlington Recycling Centre
site, from where the material will be transported to site; and “Materials
Management Plan HBC22 v1.2” for handling and quality control of the material
once at Hobby Close. Typical chemical testing results for the material to be used
in this project are in the attached sample documents “1 2C ADT”, “8 Class 2C
chemicals”, “11 2C” and “12 2C”; similar testing will be undertaken on materials
actually used in this project at the point of dispatch from the Depot on the basis of
one test set per 50 loads delivered or when a new source of material is used.

Wheel washing will be available within the site compound to ensure mud is not
carried onto the surrounding roads.

Contractor’s operatives private parking will be in the public car park at the south
end of the open space (accessed via Hobby Close), with plant parked within the
secure cordon on site.

A banksman will be present to manage pedestrians and vehicles when vehicles
are needing to cross the footpath forming the eastern boundary of the site (i.e.
where vehicle movements between the operational site and the car park in
Chaffinch Green cross the footpath running to the west of Chaffinch Green).

Because the materials to be used on site for the land forming will be processed off
site, delivery will be from a recycling centre rather than from construction sites.
This means that a route can be fixed as all delivery traffic will be coming from one
direction. It is proposed that deliveries are taken from the B2149 on the junction
with the A3M. This route is summarised below:
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Land ownership

The land is in the ownership and management of Portsmouth City Council.

Ecology

Records and observations indicate that the area is currently a regimented amenity
grass sward with little biodiversity. The surrounding woodland belt contains many
mature native trees and offers good biodiversity. The woodland lies out of the area
of development, therefore all trees will be retained where possible, but access
through it is required for site construction to take place, to avoid bringing heavy
traffic through the small roads of Kite and Merlin Close. The temporary
construction route has been proposed to limit the impact on trees (see Access
Plan in section 2). An Arboricultural Method Statement and Impact Assessment
have been prepared and will be submitted as part of the planning application to
address specific issues relating to the trees in the woodland.

Conclusion

The project will resolve the drainage issues which currently limit the public use of
the site during the year. It will create a raised grass terrace providing new
opportunities for all-year sports and recreation.

The Design & Access statement demonstrates that the works can be built in
accordance with all identified ecological, construction management and technical
requirements.
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