
APP/23/00193 | Part demolition and part redevelopment of existing buildings and 
change of use from Class A2, B1(c) and B8 to C3 use with the construction of 7 town 
house dwellings and 10 apartments at land to the rear of 11, 13 and 15 South Street, 
Havant. | Land rear of and 15A-15c South Street, Havant  
 
Thank you for consulting me on this application.  
 
The application is now accompanied by a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary 
Roost Assessment (Arbtech, May 2023). As expected, the site contains little vegetation and I 
am therefore content that impacts to semi-natural habitats are negligible. Of the buildings 
investigated, two are considered to offer bat roosting potential and further survey effort is 
required. The results of these further surveys, and any resulting mitigation requirements, will 
be needed prior to determination.  
 
The new buildings provide an opportunity for embedded biodiversity enhancements. For 
example, the taller buildings could readily incorporate a number of integral nest bricks for 
Common Swift as well as bat roosting units. These features are inexpensive and can be 
matched to chosen external finishes. I would expect details of such enhancements to be 
included – numbers and locations.  
 
NPPF, Circular 06/2005 and Natural England Standing Advice on Protected Species, require 
that planning decisions are based on full, up-to-date ecological information and it is essential 
that all necessary survey, assessment and mitigation information is available to the LPA 
prior to determination, particularly in the case of protected species, which are a material 
planning consideration. This will enable the LPA to determine the application on the basis of 
full knowledge about the ecological impacts of the proposal and to ensure that any impacts 
can and will be mitigated, and are acceptable.  
 
The submitted Habitats Regulations Assessment (Arbtech, December 2022) concludes that 
there is a likely significant effect arising from increased recreational disturbance. I concur 
with this assessment and therefore the correct mitigation measure is a financial contribution 
towards the Solent Bird Aware scheme. 
 
If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Tristan 

 

Tristan Norton 

 

Principal Ecologist | 07552 248974  
Planning Services, Havant Borough Council 


