HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL

	APPLICATION No.
	APP/23/00397

	LOCATION
	82-84 West Street, Havant, PO9 1LN

	PROPOSAL
	Erection of outbuilding.

	RECOMMENDATION

	Approve, subject to conditions

	DATE

	22nd June 2023



Reasons for Recommendation
The Council seeks to protect tree coverage in the Borough, sympathetically incorporating existing features into the overall design of the scheme including measures taken to ensure their continued survival. 

The proposed development would remove a eucalyptus tree and apple tree within the rear garden of the property. 

The trees are within a Conservation Area and the Council must therefore consider the impact of the proposed works to the amenity value of the area and the trees contribution towards preserving and enhancing the character and appearance of the Conservation Area to determine if they justify protection by a TPO. 

When considering the amenity value, the Council is advised by National Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) ‘Tree Protection Orders and Trees in Conservation Areas’. The PPG state a number of criteria for the Council to consider, which include visibility, size and form, future potential, rarity, cultural/historical value, relationship with the landscape and contribution to the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. 

On balance the local authority does not believe the proposed works to the trees would justify their protection with a TPO. However, the Black Dog Conservation Area Character Appraisal (1994) does highlight the important contribution trees and vegetation make to the character and appearance of the area ‘Although essentially urban, trees and vegetation contribute to the character of the area. The back gardens and associated vegetation to the north of West Street have an obvious impact ….’(ibid).

Therefore, if the officer were minded to grant permission for the application, the landscaping of the site should be secured by condition, prior to commencement, to achieve additional planting to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area, in accordance with Policy CS11 and DM8 of the Core strategy (2011). 

Recommended Condition:
Approval subject to the following condition;
a) Landscaping:
A scheme of hard and soft landscaping, including details of existing trees to be retained, new trees to be planted and size, species, planting heights, densities and positions of any soft landscaping, shall be submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of the hereby approved development. All work comprised in the approved scheme of landscaping shall be carried out before the end of the first planting and seeding season following occupation of any part of the buildings or completion of the development, whichever is sooner, or commencement of the use. Any existing tree shown to be retained or trees or shrubs to be planted as part of the approved landscaping scheme which are removed, die, become severely damaged or diseased within five years of the completion of development shall be replaced with trees or shrubs of appropriate size and species in the next planting season.
Reason: To ensure a satisfactory appearance, which represents an important amenity feature in accordance with policies CS11 and DM8 of the Havant Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.

