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Black, Katie

From: Planning Consultation SEL <planningconsultationSEL@forestrycommission.gov.uk>
Sent: 16 March 2023 15:54
To: Havant Planning and Development Mailbox New
Subject: RE: Planning Application APP/23/00085 Emsworth Sailing Club The Promenade 

Pontoon Bath Road, Emsworth, PO10 7ES
Attachments: Forestry Commission Planning Guidance Annex 1.pdf

CAUTION:  This email came from outside of the council - only open links and attachments that you’re expecting. 
  
Hi Ms D Sheath, 
  
Thank you for taking the time to consult the Forestry Commission regarding this application. 
We are currently receiving a significant number of planning consultations. We are triaging all 
requests and may have further comments as a result; however, this response should be 
considered to be the Forestry Commission’s formal response to this consultation unless we 
provide subsequent comments.  
  
As a Non-Ministerial Government Department, the Forestry Commission provide no 
opinion supporting or objecting to an application. Rather we provide advice on the 
potential impact that the proposed development could have on trees and woodland 
including ancient woodland.  
  
The planning authority should consider the following policy and guidance as part of their 
decision-making process for this application.  
  

1. Ancient woodlands, ancient trees and veteran trees are irreplaceable 
habitats. Paragraph 180(c) of the NPPF sets out that development resulting in the 
loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats should be refused unless there are wholly 
exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists. In considering the 
impacts of the development on Ancient Woodland, Ancient and Veteran trees, the 
planning authority should consider direct and indirect impacts resulting from both 
construction and operational phases.  
  
Please refer to Natural England and Forestry Commission joint Standing Advice for 
Ancient Woodland and Ancient and Veteran Trees, updated in January 2022. The 
Standing Advice can be a material consideration for planning decisions, and contains 
advice and guidance on assessing the effects of development, and how to avoid and 
mitigate impacts. It also includes an Assessment Guide which can help planners assess 
the impact of the proposed development on ancient woodland or ancient and veteran 
trees in line with the NPPF.    

  
2. Existing trees should be retained wherever possible, and opportunities should 

be taken to incorporate trees into development. Trees and woodlands provide 
multiple benefits to society such as storing carbon, regulating temperatures, 
strengthening flood resilience and reducing noise and air pollution.[1] Paragraph 131 of 
the NPPF seeks to ensure new streets are tree lined, that opportunities should be 
taken to incorporate trees elsewhere in developments, and that existing trees are 
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retained wherever possible. Appropriate measures should be in place to secure the 
long-term maintenance of newly planted trees. The Forestry Commission may be able 
to give further support in developing appropriate conditions in relation to woodland 
creation, management or mitigation.  

  
3. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG): Paragraph 174(d) of the NPPF sets out that planning 

(policies and) decisions should minimise impacts on and provide net gains for 
biodiversity. Paragraph 180(d) encourages development design to integrate 
opportunities to improve biodiversity, especially where this can secure net gains for 
biodiversity. A requirement for most development to deliver a minimum of 10% BNG is 
expected to become mandatory from November 2023. The planning authority should 
consider the wide range of benefits trees, hedgerows and woodlands provide as part of 
delivering good practice biodiversity net gain requirements. Losses of irreplaceable or 
very high distinctiveness habitat cannot adequately be accounted for through BNG. 

  
We would also like to remind applicants that tree felling may require a felling licence from the 
Forestry Commission.  
  
If you have any particular concerns that are not covered by the above, please contact us 
again highlighting any specific issues for us to consider in more detail. Please refer to Annex 
1 attached for further guidance and advice that we hope you find helpful. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Jas Dosanjh 
  
South East and London Area Team 
Forestry Commission  
  

  
  
  
  

[1] Recent studies have shown that the economic value of individual trees outside of our 
forests and woodlands has been calculated as £3.8 billion Economic value of the UK’s 
individual trees revealed for first time - Forest Research.  
  
  

From: planning.development@havant.gov.uk <planning.development@havant.gov.uk>  
Sent: 15 March 2023 11:00 
To: Planning Consultation SEL <planningconsultationSEL@forestrycommission.gov.uk> 
Subject: Planning Application APP/23/00085 Emsworth Sailing Club The Promenade Pontoon Bath Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 7ES 
  
This Message originated outside your organisation. 

This email is a consultation request regarding a planning application, reference APP/23/00085. The 
attached letter contains contact details should you wish to discuss the application with the Case Officer. 
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To see the details of the application and associated documents on Havant Borough Council's Public 
Access pages, follow this link. 

  

If you require any further information please email planning.development@havant.gov.uk or telephone 
(023) 023 9244 6528. 

  

Notes for Consultees using Consultee In Tray on Public Access 

  

You will be able to access the full range of services on Public Access by using the Consultee In Tray which 
can be found under the My Profile tab. 

  

Consultee Access allows you to see documentation that is not in the public domain (usually our pre-
application enquiries) and saves your previous consultation responses. 

  

If you have not yet registered your details on the website, please follow the instructions online and then 
email planning.development@havant.gov.uk to allow us to activate your consultee access and if you are 
experiencing problems with your access please let us know.  

  

We can provide a User Guide on request. 

 
 

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorised to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware. 

 
[1] Recent studies have shown that the economic value of individual trees outside of our forests and woodlands has 
been calculated as £3.8 billion Economic value of the UK’s individual trees revealed for first time - Forest Research.  
  
  


