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To: Burton, Jane <Jane.Burton@havant.gov.uk>
Subject: APP/20/01043 | Construction of 2No 3 bedroom dwellings with parking. | Land off Elizabeth Road, adj 118 Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville, PO7 7LS 

Dear Jane,

APP/20/01043 | Construction of 2No 3 bedroom dwellings with parking. | Land off Elizabeth Road, adj 118 Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville, PO7 7LS    

Thank you for consulting me on this application. 

The application is not accompanied by any ecological information and I have therefore carried out my own non-exhaustive desk-based assessment using the application documents, online sources and GIS mapping. The site comprises a recently-cleared plot formerly containing dense scrub but now containing essentially bare ground with some ruderal vegetation. 

The site itself is not likely, in its current condition, to be of significant ecological value. In the absence of significant vegetation cover, and set within a densely-developed context, there are unlikely to be any opportunities for protected or notable species such as nesting birds, and the site is not likely to support common reptile populations. The issue of bats has been raised by a local resident, referring to ongoing bat surveys associated with an adjacent dwelling. I would not consider the application site to offer roosting potential for bats and, due to its small size and lack of significant vegetation cover, the site is also unlikely to comprise a significant resource for foraging bats roosting within surrounding buildings. That said, the trees to be retained at the site’s northern boundary do offer suitable habitat for flying bats and the proposed development may impact these trees through increased artificial lighting. 

Whilst I would not raise any overriding concerns in relation to ecological matters, the issue of lighting needs to be discussed and the new dwellings provide an opportunity for biodiversity net gain in the form of integral bat or bird boxes. 

If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Tristan

Tristan Norton 

Senior Ecologist 
Ecology Team 
Specialist Environment Services
Economy, Transport and Environment Department 
Hampshire County Council
