
Your Ref - APP/20/01115 | Conversion of existing doctors surgery to offices. Demolition of single 
storey extension and erection of a three storey building comprising of a retail unit at ground floor 
and two residential dwellings on the first and second storeys. With associated parking and hard and 
soft landscaping. | North Street House, 6 North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD 
  
Hello Tina, 
  
Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above consultation.  
  
The consultation documents provided by your authority do not include information to demonstrate 
that the requirements of Regulations 63 and 64 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (‘the Habitats Regulations’) have been considered by your authority, i.e. the 
consultation does not include a Habitats Regulations Assessment. 
  
In advising your authority on the requirements relating to Habitats Regulations Assessment, it is 
Natural England’s advice that the proposal is not necessary for the management of the European 
site. Your authority should therefore determine whether the proposal is likely to have a significant 
effect on any European site, proceeding to the Appropriate Assessment stage where significant 
effects cannot be ruled out. 
  
Nutrient budget 
We note the application is supported by a nitrogen budget, we advise the calculation is in line with 
latest version of the Solent nutrient neutrality guidance ( v5June 2020). 
Please note the calculation is based on all wastewater from the development being treated at 
Thornham WwTWs. If this situation changes, a reassessment of the nutrient calculation will be 
required. 
 In line with Natural England’s advice, it is noted that a planning condition will be imposed on any 
permission to secure that the dwellings shall not be occupied until the Building Regulations Optional 
requirement of a maximum water use of 110 litres per person per day has been complied with. 
  
Where there is a positive nitrogen budget mitigation will be required. Further details of the 
mitigation measures should be set out in the appropriate assessment. 
  
Solent recreation mitigation 
Since this application will result in a net increase in residential accommodation, impacts to the 
coastal Special Protection Area(s) and Ramsar Site(s) may result from increased recreational 
disturbance. Your authority has measures in place to manage these potential impacts through the 
agreed strategic solution which we consider to be ecologically sound. Subject to the appropriate 
financial contribution being secured, Natural England is satisfied that the proposal will mitigate 
against the potential recreational impacts of the development on the site(s). Our advice is that this 
needs to be confirmed by the Council, as the competent authority, via an appropriate assessment to 
ensure there is no adverse effect on the integrity of the site(s) in accordance with the Conservation 
of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017. 
  
Regards, 
  
Joseph Forster 
Sustainable Development Advisor 
Thames Solent Team | Natural England  
07464 905079 
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