
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Having received an informative leaflet re “preserving our, past, protecting our future” from the 
Bedhampton Heritage Alliance, I am not surprised, yet again, to here that another planning 
application (APP/19/00427) has been submitted, to build 50 “Bargate Homes” dwellings on land 
South of Lower Road, Bedhampton. (This time there is no right to appeal, IF Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) give planning permission to Bargate). Over the past many years, there has been the obvious 
pattern of the people protesting against building on any free land we have, only for the developers 
to persistently submit new plans, and so it continues until the Council succumb to the property 
developers, and so another crucial piece of land is sold, planners given permission to build on it, as 
many properties as they can get away with, and nothing given to sustain the infrastructure, let alone 
improve it. Most developers in our area, surely recognise the “no, no, no, yes” protracted approach, 
that exists between the Council, developers and residents. 
 
Firstly, as GP surgeries are becoming busier due to the additional properties being built already. GPs 
are being overloaded and this is just one example of our borough overload on the infrastructure: 
More houses, mean more people, 
More people means more cars, more traffic. To drive into Havant from Bedhampton, there is always 
a road queue and forget being able to move in your car at tea time. The entire area is stymied at this 
time of the day and the morning traffic equally so. Is there anyone on the Council/Government who 
lives in our home town, and is experiencing the impact of the excess building already? 
And the biggest anomaly is: most of the properties built, are NOT “affordable” housing! 
More people and over-crowding, potentially more opportunity to commit crime, but no extra 
allowance for policing… 
 
The sums of the present drive to build, build, build, short termly gives the Council instant cash, but 
once sold, that is it. The builders, who buy the land, make financially from this agreement, obviously, 
and for the time being the building industry and Council have the financial benefit from the 
transactions. What is being given back to our Community from the financial gain made between the 
Council and the Property Developers? 
 
However, keep cramming these supposed “affordable” housing deals, with no thought, regarding 
Bedhampton and Havant’s infrastructure, is only causing overload on GP surgeries, our hospitals (it 
is hardly surprising that hospitals cannot meet their goals), schools, traffic and the increase of 
pollution. Health wise, not only pollution, but less space pro rata for residents obviously impacts on 
mental health. 
 
The impact of this short term goal, to build as many properties ASAP, without investing into our 
infrastructure will affect everyone’s physical and mental health. For instance to ride a bicycle in the 
area is risky, traffic wise and the very poor state of our road surfaces. Obviously the more traffic, the 
worse the roads and danger to the cyclist; the more vehicles on the road, an increase in pollution; 
we already have the largest Council estate in Europe and how run down already are Leigh Park? How 
run down is Havant town centre? (opposite McDonalds is still an eye sore, and how many years has 
it been so?) 
 
And so our shopping areas are run down, GPs are over-loaded, Schools too and so classroom sizes 
increasing… Several times, since 1978, Havant Athletic Club was promised a site for a Track and Club 
house. In the 90’s, a coach was told that the budget was so tight, that any money for leisure had to 
be used elsewhere. Nothing has changed, seemingly since that, and not to forget the financial cut on 
the Police’s budget and how that has impacted us. It is short sighted to cut budgets of much needed 
services and how much money would be saved from the NHS, if people were encouraged to use a 



local athletic club, with facilities, or Leisure centres feeding into Havant Athletic Club? Fitter and 
healthier individuals, less diabetes and over weight health problems and a physically active and 
healthy person will not need to see the GP or hospital, as often. 
 
The impact this present building drive has on each individual living in the area, goes far beyond some 
of the points made here. The subtle future problems that will arise from housing overload, without 
investment into the infrastructure, is already taking its toll now. The bottom line is that each human 
being living in this area will receive less and suffer more, whilst the Council and Builders make 
money, but give nothing back. There will be no divide between Portsmouth and Havant, Hayling 
Island and Bedhampton. It will become an over-populated metropolis, bringing all the problems that 
goes with having less individual space to live in. 
 



























I realise it is a drop in the ocean but we have to start somewhere and maybe that could be H20, 

grade 1 agricultural land which should only be used for growing crops or trees in order to reduce our 

carbon footprint and thus addressing climate change. Such land should not be used for urbanisation 

which would only increase the carbon footprint, exacerbate climate change and pollution generally. 

Let HBC set the precedence and standard. If it still possible, please submit to APP/19/00427 list of 

reasons of why not to support the application 



Comments for Planning Application APP/19/00427

 

Application Summary

Application Number: APP/19/00427

Address: Land at Lower Road, Havant

Proposal: Development of 50 new dwellings together with access, landscaping and open space.

Case Officer: Daphney Haywood

 

Customer Details

Name: Not Available

Address: Not Available

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Complainant

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:I still object to the building of 50 houses on land at Lower Road. Lower Road is narrow

and more cars would make it less safe for residents many of whom are elderly. Cars often go too

fast and there have been many near misses, this would only get worse and there could be a

serious accident.

This area is unique in the borough with many historic buildings, it is an area that can be enjoyed

by many and allowing the building of more houses would not be sensitive to this area.



Dear sir/madam 
  
As a resident of Lower Road, I would like to make the following objections against the proposed new 
development on the fields south of Lower Road, Old Bedhampton. 
  
Access 
  
1. Access to the site would be on the bend of a very narrow road. As a resident who has to travel on 
Lower Road, this section of the road is extremely dangerous, the bends are narrow and blind. As a 
motorist, the road is not wide enough to accommodate two cars comfortably and being blind bends, 
most motorists therefore approach these bends by driving in the middle of the road, as a 
consequence, I am constantly having to slam on my brakes to avoid oncoming traffic coming even 
though I am driving on the very edge of the road.   
  
2. This road has constant pedestrian (walkers, runners, joggers, dog walkers) and cycle traffic along 
it, the road itself has no pathways, an increase in traffic would therefore be a danger to these people 
as the road is narrow with blind bends. There is also a Residential Home - The Lodge - which is 
located on the bends, whose residents take frequent walks along this road. Walking, running and 
cycling is beneficial for health, and people should be able to continue to gain health benefits without 
having to be in fear, and to be able to continue to choose a beautiful and peaceful road to travel 
along. 
  
3. As a working resident and having to travel by car to work, getting out of Brookside Road in the 
mornings is a constant head-ache due to the volume of traffic heading towards the mini roundabout 
and onto the main Bedhampton roundabout, coming home is also a nightmare as traffic is constantly 
backed up Bedhampton Hill Road. An increase in traffic from this development would only add to 
these roundabouts that already cannot cope as it is, there has already been an increase in traffic due 
to the new developments already built on the old Bowl Plex site as well as those built behind Penhurst 
Road in Bedhampton. 
  
Heritage 
  
4. The village of Old Bedhampton is a Conservation Area with its own special character. It has a long 
history with many fascinating aspects and attractive, historic old buildings. Building more houses so 
close would completely destroy the essence of this for the communities of both Bedhampton and 
Havant. 
  
5. The proposal goes against the primary principles of planning which should ensure development is 
'in keeping with the character of the surrounding area and should conserve or enhance the setting of 
the adjacent conservation area'. This new proposal does not fit this description. 
  
6. Havant Councils own Local Plan includes provision for Dedicated Open Space Areas for residents 
to enjoy. By including the Lower Road fields in a housing development would be a serious missed 
opportunity to use existing natural beauty of the area, along with the Church, historic buildings and 
Bidbury Park, to make Old Bedhampton village a dedicated open space area for all to enjoy. 
  
Environment 
  
7. The fields are a known feeding site for migratory wildlife such as a Brent Geese, an ecologically 
threatened species whose numbers are in decline as habitats are under increasing threat by human 
building. 
  
8. The fields are prime agricultural land, planted with crops on a yearly basis, and represent the last 
accessible rural area around Old Bedhampton. It represents a rural, social amenity, not just for nearby 
residents, but for the whole of Bedhampton and Havant. Each year many hundreds of people visit and 
walk through the Conservation Area and along Lower Road, just to stroll, often with children, cycle, 
and walk the dog. Many disabled people in wheelchairs also enjoy passing through. 
  



This proposal would seriously impact the area and people on many levels and should not be 
approved. The beauty and peacefulness of this last rural area, should not be allowed to be destroyed, 
it would be a mistake to lose the heritage of Old Bedhampton. 
  
I urge this proposal not to be granted. 
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