




I wish to register my opposition to the above planning application to build 50 homes on the land 
South of Lower Road adjacent to the Old Bedhampton Conservation Area. 
This new development will ruin the Conservation Area of Old Bedhampton for all who enjoy its 
peace and tranquility and add further traffic to our already congested and hazardous roads in the 
area. 
As a pensioner resident of Bedhampton for many years  I humbly request that my objections are 
noted. We want to save Old Bedhampton for future generations and enjoy exercise in the few 
remaining green lungs for this area. 
 











Planning Application no APP/19/00427 

 

I have to object to the proposal to build 50 new houses on land in Lower Road as I believe 
that there will be serious risks as regards road safety to traffic on foot, on cycle and in 
vehicles.  
 
The road is very narrow in places anyway, and there have been many near misses on the 
three blind bends already. The fact that none have been recorded is probably due to the 
fact that incidents such as hitting wing mirrors or minor scrapes are usually dealt with by 
the individuals concerned, without seeing the need to report them. The size of construction 
traffic can only add to what is already a dangerous road, as will the potential increased 
traffic. 
 
I regularly see people walking their children to and from school, with some in 
buggies/prams as well as on foot. This would be very difficult to do safely if there were a 
lot of construction traffic or increased traffic. Similarly there are a number of elderly 
residents who use electric buggies to get around, or walk slowly, again very difficult to do 
safely with more traffic.  
 
I have read with interest the document referring to the traffic.  
 
 
The document itself refers to high levels of pedestrians and cyclists using Lower Road. 
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The documentation suggests at one point that a minimum of 0.75m width is needed per 
pedestrian. If lines were painted at this width on the road, then I am sure it would be too 
narrow for 2 vehicles to also pass safely. mobility scooter or pushchair would need even 
more room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comment that there is a 1 in 56000 chance of two cars and a pedestrian on the road 
simultaneously happening is flawed as it has happened to me several times as both a 
pedestrian and a driver. I do not believe that the figures recorded accurately reflect what 
happens on a daily basis. Last week I passed 7 cars whilst negotiating the 3 bends in 1 
journey, yesterday 3. I'm sure that is not reflected in the figures. 
 
As for ample visibility, the report demonstrates quite clearly in the report that this is not 
true. See below. This photo is taken from the wrong side of the road so is not accurate. 
There is also a serious problem with one side of the road flooding in this area when wet, 

leading to cars crossing to the 
other side.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regular flooding here 
 
 
As I sit here typing this I have 
also just seen 12 cyclists pass - a 
not uncommon number, 
particularly at peak times of the 
day.  
 
 

 
 
As well as residents vehicles, we get numerous taxies, visitors and delivery vans during 
the course of any day, who do not know the road and often drive far too fast, adding to the 
traffic, especially at busy times like the build up to Christmas. An accident waiting to 
happen as you sometimes have to drive up on to the verge or brake swiftly in order to 
avoid being hit. Brookside traffic and particularly parking also needs to be taken into 
consideration as it is often reduced to single lane, particularly near the bend. 
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In amongst the comments in the report it states that "there are large numbers of 
pedestrian and cycle movements in Lower Road".  
It goes on to say (6.1.5) that "the current use of Lower Road as a shared surface is 
suitable for the proposed development of 50 dwellings and has been agreed by HBC. The 
shared surface is in line with the following criteria 
*it is lightly trafficked with slow traffic speeds 
*it has an impeccable safety record 
*the road is STRAIGHT, street lit and has forward visibility to pedestrians of 30m" 
 
Since when has Lower Road been straight? You are looking at 3 blind bends. These 
criteria are definitely not being taken into account correctly. (See photo p2) 
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5.1 of the traffic report above states that "Safety issues identified during the audit and site 
inspection that are considered to be outside the Terms of Reference but which the Audit 
Team wishes to draw to the attention of the Clerk Organisation are set out in this section.  
It is to be understood that, in raising these issues, the Audit Team in no way warrant 
that a full review of the highway environment has been undertaken beyond that 
necessary to undertake the Audit as commissioned." 
 
The comment in bold suggests that the results could be flawed, and as a result I would like 
to see at least one, and preferably two independent traffic surveys carried out which 
measured not just cars and other vehicles, but pedestrians and cyclists too.  
 
The previous survey was completed for the prospective builders and the figures were 
never explained satisfactorily at any of the meetings I went to. There were also no 
previous audit figures which could be compared, thus making for a very unscientific and 
unreliable survey.  
 
I believe people's safety and lives are much more important than putting in more houses, 
therefore the council should readdress the issue of road safety as this is a major concern. 
 
The report is taken in isolation, but if you include increased traffic from the proposed 
development of 300 houses nearby, then there is bound to be an impact on the Rusty 
Cutter roundabout in particular, which is already gridlocked regularly at peak times, 
affecting other roads nearby. 
 
Other grounds for objection include the loss of habitats for wildlife, potential risk of 
flooding, and lack of local facilities such as schools and doctor's surgeries. 































To Whom It May Concern,  
 
I would like to send my concerns regarding the planning permission for at least 50 homes to be built 
in the Old Bedhampton area. I speak on behalf of myself and partner. 
Firstly, there is enough traffic on Bedhampton Hill which is right on our very doorstep and 50 new 
homes will only exacerbate this problem, particularly at busy times of the day. This is also a concern 
for local school children on their walk to schools, which is currently very pleasant walking through 
Bidbury Lane, past the beautiful stream and through the park. Also to mention is the very winding, 
country like lanes which are inappropriate for the amount of congestion that would be caused.  
 
I walk my two cocker spaniels to the park every single day, they run around in the park and take a 
dip in the stream on our way home. It’s the nicest park in Havant and a real tranquil place to take a 
walk, from the busy main road you can actually hear the birds here! This would truly spoil 
Bedhampton and our quality of living, and should this planning go through, we will surely be 
relocating to somewhere that hasn’t been ruined by new homes.  
 
I really do hope you take the views of the residents very seriously. As this would truly be detrimental 
to the environment and quality of life we live in now.  
 
This is Freddie after one of his walks in the park, he lays down because he doesn’t want to leave the 
wonderful place. Please don’t spoil his walks.  
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