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For the Attention of Mr L Oliver 
Planning & Development 
Havant Borough Council 
Public Plaza 
Civic Centre Road 
Havant 
Hampshire 
PO9 2AX 
 
 
 

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service HQ 
Business Fire Safety 

Leigh Road 
Eastleigh 

Hampshire 
SO50 9SJ 

 
Tel: 023 8062 6751 

     Email: csprotection.admin@hantsfire.gov.uk 

Date: 17 November 2020 
 

Enquiries To: Mr Bart (Charles) Forster           My Reference:    F6/CBF/00834740  
 

Mobile Tel:                                      Your Reference: APP/20/00990 
 
Dear Mr Oliver 
 
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 
Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 
Planning Application Number: APP/20/00990 
Havant Thicket, adjacent to Sir George Staunton Country Park, Middle Park Way, Havant 
 
Drawings and Documents Referenced 

Title Project Ref / No Drawing No / 
Documents 

Revision Date 

Havant Portal APP/20/00990 All relevant No info 11-11-2020 
Fire 
Consultation 
Letter 

APP/20/00990 No info No info 16-11-2020 

 
Description of Works: 
 
HFRS understands that the project involves development of a reservoir for raw water storage.  
A pumped storage reservoir, with the minimum required total storage capacity of 8,700 million 
litres (Ml), to support the planned bulk supply transfer of at least 21Ml/d in extreme (currently 
defined as 1:200 year) drought conditions; Construction of an earth embankment adjacent to 
Staunton Country Park Construction of an overflow discharge/spillway at the south-western side of 
the reservoir and associated works; Construction of a new junction on the B2149 Manor Lodge 
Road and a new junction on Swanmore Road. Provision of viewing areas on the southern 
embankment and western edge of the reservoir. 2) Outline application for (matters to be 
considered outlined in Table 2.2 in the submitted Development Specification) control house 
partially incorporated within landscaped earth mounding adjacent to the south west embankment; 
together with provision of other earth embankments.  
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Construction of a visitor centre / cafe, with storage areas and welfare facilities to the northwest of 
the reservoir to be used for recreational and education purposes; Provision of picnic area(s) and 
children's play area(s). Access routes from both junctions to the visitor car park; visitor car park 
comprising 193 car parking spaces and between 70 and 75 overflow spaces plus spaces for staff, 
coach/minibus and disabled drivers sited to the north west of the reservoir.  
 
Creation of a permanent wetland on the northern side of the reservoir and construction of bird 
watching hide/screen(s); recreational facilities for public amenity. Provision of perimeter tracks and 
a network of bridleways, cycle paths and footpaths; Construction of a slipway on the western bank 
of the reservoir for operational use only and a small section of the proposed pipeline (210m). 
 
I confirm that Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS) has received your application, dated 
16 November 2020. The inspector named above has considered the information provided and has 
made the following comments: 
 
Building Regulations: Access for Firefighting 
 
Access and facilities for Fire Service Appliances and Firefighters should be in accordance with 
Approved Document B5 of the current Building Regulations.  
 
Hampshire Act 1983 Section 12 – Access for Fire Service 
 
Access to the proposed site should be in accordance with Hampshire Act 1983 Sect, 12  
(Access to buildings within the site will be dealt with as part of the building regulations application 
at a later stage).  Access roads to the site should be in accordance with Approved Document B5 of 
the current Building Regulations. 
  
Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 
 
The following recommendations are advisory only and do not form part of any current legal 
requirement of this Authority.  
 
Access for High-reach Appliances  
 
High reach appliances currently operated by the HFRS exceed the maximum requirements given 
in Section 17 of the Approved Document B.  When considering high rise buildings these variations 
should be considered as additions and incorporated as follows.  Structures such as bridges, which 
a high-reach appliance may need to cross should have a maximum carrying capacity of 26 tonnes.  
Where the operation of a high reach vehicle is envisaged, a road or hard standing is required 6m 
wide.  In addition, the road or hard standing needs to be positioned so that its nearer edge is not 
less than 3m from the face of the building.  
 
Water Supplies  
 
Additional water supplies for firefighting may be necessary.  You should contact the Community 
Response Support, Hampshire Fire and Rescue Headquarters, Leigh Road, Eastleigh, SO50 9SJ 
(risk.information@hantsfire.gov.uk) to discuss your proposals. 
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Fire Protection  
 
HFRS would strongly recommend that consideration is given to installation of an Automatic Water 
Fire Suppression Systems (AWFSS) to promote life safety and property protection within the 
premises. 
  
HFRS is fully committed to promoting Fire Protection Systems for both business and domestic 
premises.  Support is offered to assist all in achieving a reduction of loss of life and the impact of 
fire on the wider community. 
 
Testing of Fire Safety Systems 
 
HFRS strongly recommends that, upon commissioning, all fire safety systems are fully justified, 
fully tested and shown to be working as designed.  Thereafter, their effectiveness should be 
reconfirmed periodically throughout their working lifecycles. 
 
Firefighting and the Environment 
 
Should a serious unsuppressed fire occur on the premises, the water environment may become 
polluted with ‘fire water run-off’ that may include foam. The Service will liaise with the Environment 
Agency at any incident where they are in attendance and under certain circumstances, where there 
is a serious risk to the environment, a ‘controlled burn’ may take place.  This of course could lead 
to the total loss of the building and its contents. 
 
Premises’ occupiers have a duty to prevent and mitigate damage to the water environment from 
‘fire water run off’ and other spillages. 
 
If have any queries concerning these matters may be directed to the inspector named above, but 
all correspondence should be addressed to the Chief Officer. 
 
Please quote our reference number on all correspondence. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Neil Odin 
Chief Officer  
 
 


