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condition as a woodland because at present it seems to be little more than a stand of single-age oaks 

(almost all planted at the same time) over a species-poor grassland. There is no diversity in the canopy 

and the shrub layer is both very sparse and species-poor.  The ground flora - a fertile, species-poor 

grassland - is not an ancient woodland community.  

5.23 The ongoing, intensive use of Round Wood by cattle means that unfavourable condition of Round 

Wood will continue into the foreseeable future.   

Corsican Pine Plantation (The Triangle) 

5.24 This former pasture woodland is now a dense Pine plantation dominated by non-native trees.   

Fig 5.4: The Corsican Pine Plantation (Triangle) over LIDAR 1m/2m DSM (source: EA/OGL 3.0.  

Date unknown). Predominantly a dense Corsican Pine plantation. 

 

 

5.25 Norton (2019) describes the vegetation of the plot as:  

“The Corsican Pine Plantation is a maturing pine plantation which was thinned in approximately 

five years before the 2018 survey, resulting in a stand of tall, moderately dense pine trees with a field 

layer dominated by bracken and bramble. It is listed as a Plantation on Ancient Wood Site on the 

AWI. There is a narrow fringe of semi-natural trees and shrubs along the southern and northern 

edges (with oak, hawthorn, holly and hazel) and a line of willow bushes and some mature Oaks along 

a ditch and bank marking the western boundary. This bank also extends at least part way along the 

northern boundary. A small stream cuts through the eastern part of the area, which originates to the 

north and continues to the south through the open grassland (S3), The Avenue, joining with the other 

main watercourses. 

The pine wood supports a thin understorey of holly, with some oak, birch, beech, hazel, rowan and 

yew. The field layer also supports hairy wood-rush, pale sedge Carex pallescens (a single plant 

recorded in 2009), honeysuckle, ivy and a variety of ferns, including scaly male-fern and narrow 

buckler-fern. The stream supports locally frequent lady-fern on the banks and some common water-

starwort Callitriche stagnalis. Other species in damp areas include marsh thistle, soft rush, floating 

sweet-grass and bog moss Sphagnum species. 
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The area is moderately rich in Ancient Woodland Vascular Plant species, although many of these are 

scattered or rare, or occur only in a small triangle of semi-natural woodland at the south-east corner 

(see below). A total of 16 AWVPs were recorded …Pale sedge could not be re-found in 2018, but the 

dense field layer prevented a detailed search, so it may still be present. 

Bare and grassy areas in the centre of the wood support occasional wall lettuce Mycelis muralis, a 

species normally associated with woodland on base rich soils. 

The south-east corner of the area consists of a small extension of semi-natural woodland with a 

moderately rich flora 

 

Table 5.5: Features of The Corsican Pine Plantation (The Triangle) 

Feature Comment 

Landscape History 

Originally part of an unenclosed pasture woodland 

ecosystem though converted to an Oak plantation 

after enclosure. This Oak plantation was later 

harvested (by 1960 –see Appendix 2) leaving 

unwooded (but not cultivated) ground. Later 

prepared (by unknown means) and planted with 

Corsican Pine by c. 1980.   

Not grazed. 

Presence of semi-natural woodland 

communities 

There is a Corsican Pine Plantation over almost all of 

the plot and there is no Peterken Stand Type present. 

Norton recorded the NVC type W10 here but this is 

based on the ground flora and there is no intact old 

W10 woodland here. 

A small area of semi-natural woodland occurs in the 

south eastern corner of the plot (Norton, 2019).  

Ground vegetation and ancient woodland 

vascular plants 

The ground vegetation is largely Bracken-Bramble 

scrub and has 16 AWVP species present. 

Extent of Disturbance to soil 

Soil will have been disturbed when the pasture 

woodland was cleared and the oak plantation 

established. It will have been disturbed again for 

establishing the Pine plantation. . 

Lichens and Veteran Trees 
There are no veteran trees in this plot and there is no 

lichen interest. 

 

5.26 This former pasture woodland is now a dense Pine plantation dominated by non-native trees. Being 

under a pine plantation, the natural woodland of this site barely exists and there is little to no tree/shrub 

layers to assess its condition.  

5.27 The ungrazed, unmanaged understory of dense, species-poor Bracken-Bramble community is the 

modern descendant – though much modified - of the former ancient pasture woodland.  It is a dense, 

species-poor community that dominates the ground layer to the exclusion of other ground vegetation 

types as well as floristic diversity.  This ground vegetation is in unfavourable condition and will not 

change for the foreseeable future.   

5.28 Without management, and a plan to restore this plot to broad-leaved woodland (based on species 

characteristic of this piece of landscape and of native provenance), there will be no semi-natural 

woodland here and the unfavourable condition of the ground vegetation and flora will be maintained 

for the foreseeable future.   
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Bell’s Copse Fragment 

5.29 Bell’s Copse fragment is mostly scrub and grassland with a few scattered pines.  Its composition is 1.5 

ha of a mosaic of Bracken (NVC: U20a), Gorse-Bramble Scrub (NVC: W25b) and Molinia Grassland 

(NVC: M25b).   

Fig 5.5: Bell Copse fragment over LIDAR 1m/2m DSM. 

 

 

5.30 Norton (2019) describes the vegetation of the area (H1) as: 

“H1 largely consists of bracken and sprawling honeysuckle with some patches of rushy grassland 

and frequent scrub composed of gorse, downy birch, alder-buckthorn, aspen, grey willow, hazel and 

guelder-rose. The bracken area is herb poor, but has frequent wood spurge. The grassland areas are 

species rich, with bugle, wood-rush species, creeping soft-grass, purple moor-grass, tormentil and 

devil’s-bit scabious (e.g. patch at SU 7080 1040).” 

 

5.31 There is no lichen interest in this area and there are no veteran trees.  There appears to be no survivors 

from the former Bell’s Copse coppice stools/standards. 
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Table 5.6: Features of the Bell’s Copse fragment 

Feature Comment 

Landscape History 

The ‘fragment’ is part of a formerly much larger, anciently 

enclosed coppice woodland (Bell’s Copse).  The area of the 

fragment was grubbed out in the 1970s followed by partial re-

stocking with conifers. Now unmanaged and in a 

scrub/grassland phase but succeeding towards woodland. 

Presence of semi-natural 

woodland communities 

There are no recognisable semi-natural NVC woodland or 

Peterken Stand Types.  The scrub and associated woody 

species indicate that this area is succeeding to a semi-natural 

woodland and that given that it is natural regeneration, the 

woodland is of local provenance.   

Woodland development is currently being checked by localised 

(and unauthorised) burning in the fragment. 

Ground vegetation and ancient 

woodland vascular plants 

The ground vegetation (Bracken, Molinia grassland and heathy 

scrub) are semi-natural communities. Though Bell’s Copse is 

rich in AWVP species (Sanderson, 1994), there is no list 

specific to the fragment.  

Extent of Disturbance to soil 

The soils would have been damaged to an unknown extent 

during the clearance of Bell’s Copse in the 1970s and 

subsequent planting (e.g. machinery across the area compacting 

soils, bulldozing out of tree/coppice stumps, potential herbicide 

use etc.).   

The flora and vegetation now present indicates that seeds and 

mycorrhizal elements of the soil survived. 

Lichens and veteran trees 
There is no lichen interest in this area and there are no veteran 

trees.  There appears to be no ancient coppice stools surviving. 

 

5.32 The original ancient woodland (whatever composition it had) in the Bell’s Copse fragment was cleared 

in the 1970s. What is present today are relicts of a subsequent pine plantation surrounded by a mosaic 

of young trees, bracken, heathy scrub and rank Purple Moor-grass Molinia grasslands.  Given that there 

is no ancient tree and shrub community present to assess, the condition assessment here focuses on the 

regenerating vegetation and ground flora.   

5.33 The site is going through natural succession and will develop into woodland, this process being 

checked by burning.  At present, however, there is no (or little) management of the ground vegetation 

and there is occasional unauthorised burning in the plot.  This leads to a cycle of rank vegetation 

followed by scorched or bare ground.  The burning is checking the development of the tree and shrub 

layer as well as altering the ground flora and vegetation though it does prevent, to some extent, the 

development of dense stands of trees that would shade out ground layer. 

5.34 The plot is in unfavourable condition for its ground/scrub vegetation and that without management in 

conjunction with controlling burning will remain in this condition. 
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The Blendworth Fragment 

5.35 The Blendworth fragment is a small area of land on the southern side of the historic parish of 

Blendworth.  The area lies at the junction of three historic parishes: Blendworth, Idsworth and Havant.  

Fig 5.6 below shows the extent of the fragment and the parish boundaries. The large rectangle forming 

the southeastern polygon is in the historic parish of Idsworth and the rectangular plot to its north is in 

Blendworth.  The red arrows points to the line of the Blendworth-Idsworth parish boundary; the yellow 

arrow points to the Blendworth-Havant Parish boundary and the orange arrow points to the Idsworth-

Havant parish boundary.  The Blendworth-Havant and the Idsworth Havant boundaries are marked by a 

substantial bank and ditch structure that must have been built in c. 1815 when Blendworth and 

Idsworth were enclosed.  This bank has yews and oaks on it. 

Fig 5.6: Blendworth fragment over LIDAR 1m/2m DSM.  .  Most of the larger trees in Idsworth and 

Blendwoerth are Yews. 

 

 

5.36 Norton describes the woodland in the Blendworth fragment as: 

“Woodland area at the northern tip of Havant Thicket woodland. There is a boundary bank and ditch 

on the west and north-west side and an old track inside the boundary here, which has largely grown 

over. 

The woodland is dominated by oak or birch with occasional ash and an understorey of holly, birch 

species, yew, ash saplings and occasional hazel. Mature pedunculate Oaks and Turkey Oaks occur 

along the boundary bank, with grey willow, birch, yew and sweet chestnut. It is predominantly 

secondary in nature, with a species poor field layer, but there are patches of bluebell which have 

probably spread in from the older boundary bank. Small patches of bluebell are present at the 

northern section of the woodland and southwards from here, with a larger area (c.50 x 20 metres). 

Wood Spurge occurs on the boundary bank and a patch of wood speedwell was recorded. 

The track is damp in places, with pendulous sedge, germander speedwell and herb-Robert recorded 

near the entrance.” 
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Table 5.7: Features of the Blendworth fragment 

Feature Comment 

Landscape History 

Formerly a small undefined area that used to be part of the Blendworth 

Common, possibly the edge of an ancient pasture woodland complex but 

more likely an open, rough grazing area.   

 

This area was enclosed in c. 1814.  A substantial parish bank and ditch 

was dug on its southern edge against Havant parish and this bank now 

has a couple of mature Oak stubs (the largest being 233cm girth).  A 

large bank has been built that now forms the northern edge of the plot, 

this also has mature Oak on it.   

 

The tithe map records the vegetation of this area as 'Rough' indicating 

that no woodland was then present, though scattered trees may have 

been. 

 

The area was planted up as a mixed plantation between 1840 and 1870 

and has remained wooded since then. Some of the original plantation 

survives but substantial areas are now recent, young growth (for 

example Betula Birch stands). 

Presence of semi-natural 

woodland communities 

The woodland has semi-natural woodland vegetation referable to NVC 

woodland types W10a and W10c (Norton, 2019) though these are not 

ancient.  The ground flora is species-poor and not indicative of an 

ancient woodland vegetation. 

Ground vegetation and 

ancient woodland 

vascular plants 

The total number of AWVP species are not known though four species 

are listed in the Norton description. 

Extent of Disturbance to 

soil 

The last time this area was disturbed to any significant extent would 

have been when the roughs were converted to woodland in the mid-19th 

century.  

It appears that there has been little disturbance since then. 

 

5.37 There are no veteran trees in this area and there is no lichen interest.  Note however that there is a yew 

population partially in Blendworth but mostly in Idsworth parish that lies southeast of Blendworth. 

Some of these yews are on the Idsworth –Havant parish boundary bank and these trees cannot be older 

than c. 1814.  There are old oak stubs on the Blendworth –Havant boundary bank though given that 

they have been coppiced, these are not veteran trees.  

5.38 The Blendworth fragment woodland is unmanaged and the structure of the woodland is a high forest.  

The ground layer is locally dominated by Bracken-Bramble scrub.  As woodland, this is, in the absence 

of any appropriate management, in favourable to unfavourable condition and in the absence of specific 

management, will remain so for the foreseeable future. 
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6 Summary 

Ancient Woodland Status 

 

Woodland plots in the historic parish of Havant 

 

The Avenue 

6.1 Part of an ancient pasture woodland complex until c. 1870. Some elements of pasture woodland 

ecosystem still present including pre-enclosure oaks, old –growth lichen species and a diverse flora 

with 37 ancient woodland vascular plants still present. The Avenue is a species-rich, ancient pasture 

woodland relic with some features of interest inherited from previous pasture woodland 

ecosystem still present. 

Middle Clearing 

6.2 The area of Middle Clearing was, until c. 1870, part of an ancient pasture woodland complex on 

common land. The original woodland was cleared and the Middle Clearing area is shown as unwooded 

on the 1895 25 inches to the mile OS map.  The 1907 OS 25 inch map shows it as a mixed woodland 

that must have been planted soon after 1895.  This mixed woodland was thinned/cleared (or possibly 

failed) by 1946 (see Appendix 2 for aerial photo) and then planted up as an oak plantation by 1954 – it 

is this plantation that forms the woodland present today. 

6.3 Middle Clearing is now a very simplified ecosystem of even aged oaks (planted and almost certainly 

not of local provenance) over a fertile, species-poor grassland.  Nothing remains of the ancient pasture 

woodland in the tree/shrub layers or the ground vegetation.  16 ancient woodland vascular plant species 

have been recorded here – many rare and/or with a restricted distribution (on a bank or alongside 

watercourses) within the Clearing. Their presence here could be as survivors from the pre-enclosure 

days or have colonised in since 1870 from the various land management activities and plantings. The 

woodland present today is certainly not ancient pasture woodland, and little survives to justify an 

ancient woodland status. 

Round Wood 

6.4 Round Wood (a modern name) was, historically, part of an ancient pasture woodland complex until c. 

1870, when it was enclosed and subsequently cleared and re-planted. This planting cleared probably in 

the 1930’s. What was to become Round Wood was in 1946 (see Appendix 2) part of a large area of 

young growth Oak (presumably planted) with some scattered older trees present. This larger area was 

cut back and cleared by 1954 leaving the area that is now Round Wood. 

6.5 Round Wood is now a very simplified ecosystem of mostly even-aged oaks (planted and almost 

certainly not of local provenance) though a few larger, older oaks are present. The trees are over a 

fertile, species-poor grassland. Nothing remains of the ancient pasture woodland in the tree/shrub 

layers or the ground vegetation.  7 ancient woodland vascular plant species have been recorded here – 

many rare and/or with a restricted distribution within the plot. The presence of these species here could 

be as survivors from the pre-enclosure days or have colonised in since 1870 from the various land 

management activities and plantings.  The woodland present today is certainly not ancient pasture 

woodland.  So little survives of the biological heritage of this plot, it is difficult to describe it as 

ancient woodland. 
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Corsican Pine Plantation 

6.6 Part of an ancient pasture woodland complex until c. 1870.  Cleared soon after 1870 and replanted with 

oak.  This planting was cleared between 1946 (shown as woodland) and 1960 (plot shown as scrub). 

The 1981 shows that this plot had been planted up with Corsican Pine by then. This plot has probably 

not been grazed since the area was enclosed (from c.1870). 

6.7 This plot is a Plantation on an Ancient Pasture Woodland Site (PAWS). 16 ancient woodland vascular 

plants recorded from here. There is very little surviving from the ancient pasture woodland but the 

natural regeneration under the Pine is scrub vegetation and flora characteristic of the soils of this area.  

The stand can be considered a Plantation on an Ancient Woodland Site (PAWS).  

Woodland plots in the historic parish of Blendworth 

 

The Blendworth fragment 

6.8 The history of this plot is unclear but based on the resources used for this report, the balance of 

probability is that the Blendworth fragment is not ancient woodland: the historic maps and tithe maps 

information indicate it was probably open habitat on Blendworth Common that was planted up after 

tithe mapping of c.1840 (when recorded as ‘rough’) and before the 1870 1st edition of the 6 inches to 

the mile OS map (when it is shown as mixed woodland).Surveys by Norton (2019) record vegetation 

not really characteristic of ancient woodland. 

6.9 The Blendworth fragment is probably not ancient woodland. 

Woodland plots in the historic parish of Bedhampton 

 

Bell’s Copse fragment 

6.10 Whilst there is no woodland present the vegetation here is a mosaic of Bracken, heathy scrub, Purple 

Moor-grass grassland with natural regeneration taking place.  The Bell’s Copse fragment is part of 

the ancient Bell’s Copse and is still ancient woodland albeit in very poor condition and with no 

old features recorded.   
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Woodland lichen flora and its conservation significance 

6.11 The only significant lichen value present in the six plots is in The Avenue. The following lichen 

summary of interest is from the 2019 lichen report: 

“The Avenue scores nine using the Southern Oceanic Woodland Index (SOWI) for all data from 1994 

and 2019, with a score of eight using the 2019 data only. These scores are well below the threshold 

for SSSI quality in the area, which is an SOWI score of 20. No threatened or Section 41 species were 

recorded.  The Avenue includes at least nine veteran trees with lichen interest, which are most likely 

to originate as pre-enclosure trees” 

6.12 The Avenue and its lichen flora is one of only four known sites that have survived from the ancient 

Forest of Bere and its attached commons and park.  

Veteran trees 

6.13 Veteran trees were recorded only from the Avenue – no veteran trees were seen/recorded in the other 

five plots. The veteran trees were recorded from the Avenue, mostly in the northern part. Some had 

lichens of conservation interest, whilst others were too shaded to support significant lichens.  

Condition of the woodland plots 

6.14 The condition of the woodlands in each of the six plots is assessed in comparison is with their historic 

ancient woodland type 

The Avenue 

6.15 The relict pasture woodland and post-enclosure plantations and regeneration that forms The Avenue 

woodland is in poor condition through, for example, shading, poor structure and limited management.  

In the absence of any management, it is certain that the condition will remain unfavourable. 

Middle Clearing 

6.16 There is no ancient woodland (e.g. the tree/shrub layers and ground vegetation) to assess in Middle 

Clearing. The woodland – a plantation - is in unfavourable condition and with ongoing grazing will 

remain so for the foreseeable future. 

Round Wood 

6.17 There is no ancient woodland (e.g. the tree/shrub layers and ground vegetation) to assess in Round 

Wood.  The woodland – a plantation - is in unfavourable condition and with ongoing grazing will 

remain so for the foreseeable future. 

Corsican Pine Plantation 

6.18 The Corsican Pine Plantation is in very poor condition for its native woodland. There is almost no 

native woodland present under the Pine though there is substantial natural scrub and regeneration 

happing.  Until the Pine plantation is removed and planning/management developed for the restoration 

of a natural broad-leaved woodland (of local provenance) the condition will remain unfavourable. 

The Blendworth fragment 

6.19 This woodland is not managed and is a mixture of high forest, relict sweet chestnut, young woodland 

and scrub.  The woodland is not managed though is not densely shaded. The condition is favourable to 

unfavourable and this will be maintained for the foreseeable future unless appropriate management is 

introduced. 
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Bell’s Copse fragment 

6.20 The Bell’s Copse fragment is in poor condition.  It is composed of scrub and grassland communities 

with natural regeneration occurring though checked periodically by (unauthorised) fires. In the absence 

of any management plan to protect and manage the natural regeneration here, it is likely that the 

condition will remain unfavourable for the foreseeable future. 
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Appendix 1 

Lichen Survey of Proposed Havant Thicket Reservoir Site, 2019 

 

(Report authored by NA Sanderson, 2019) 

 



 

 

ADD SANDERSON 2019 REPORT IN HERE 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 2 

Aerial Photography 

 

(All aerial photographs in this Appendix sourced from Viney, 2012) 

 

  



 

 

1. Historic Aerial Photograph 19 April 1946 RAF- source NMR from Viney 2012. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

2.  March 1954 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3.  May 1954 

 

 



 

 

4. 1960 

 

 

 

  



 

 

5. May 1981 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix 3 

Report: ‘Havant Thicket.  Proposed Reservoir Site – Nature Conservation Value. For 

Hampshire Wildlife Trust’ (Sanderson, 1994) 

 

  



























































 

 

 


