Your Ref : APP/19/00542
Our Ref : 330927

Description : Appropriate Assessment & Nutrients - Outline application for backland development of
4x1 bedroom cottages. Land rear of 70-76 West Street, Havant PO9 1LN

Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank-you for consulting with Natural England.
Summary of our advice : No objection subject to mitigation being secured.

The appropriate assessment (15+ October 2020) outlines that this proposal will adhere to the Solent
Recreation and Mitigation Strategy and that a legal agreement has been secured with the applicant
to provide the mitigation package. The applicant has furthermore committed to providing mitigation
of the development’s impact on water quality within the Solent area as per Havant Borough
Council’s position statement on Nutrient neutral development. As long as the Council are satisfied
that this provision is secured then Natural England have no objection.

Additional Advice

Previous comments in our letter of 6n December 2018 (attached) regarding use of a biodiversity
mitigation and enhancement plan and a comprehensive drainage strategy, are still current.

Please feel free to contact me at the number below for any queries regarding the contents of this
letter.

Yours Faithfully

Alex Wilson
Natural England

07584 475804

During the current coronavirus situation, Natural England staff are working remotely to provide our services
and support our customers and stakeholders. All offices and our Mail Hub are closed, so please send any
documents by email or contact us by phone or email to let us know how we can help you. See the latest news
on the coronavirus at http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and Natural England’s regularly updated operational
update at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19.

Wash hands. Cover face. Make space.

Thriving Nature

for people and planet



http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19

This message has been sent using TLS 1.2

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in
error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it
and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for
known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has
left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.



RE: APP/18/00713 HRA & Appropriate Assessment - Outline Application for erection of 2No. two
bed dwellings. Land rear 70-76 West Street, Havant PO9 1LN

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above application.

Appropriate Assessment — No objection subject to securing mitigation

Natural England notes that your authority, as competent authority under the provisions of the
Habitats Regulations, has undertaken an Appropriate Assessment of the proposal, in accordance
with Regulation 63 of the Regulations. Natural England is a statutory consultee on the Appropriate
Assessment stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment process.

Your appropriate assessment concludes that your authority is able to ascertain that the proposal will
not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the sites in question. Having considered the
assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for all identified adverse effects that could
potentially occur as a result of the proposal, Natural England advises that we concur with the
assessment conclusions, providing that all mitigation measures are appropriately secured in any
permission given.

Please note in future cases where the necessary avoidance and mitigation measures are limited to
collecting a funding contribution that is in line with an agreed strategic approach for the mitigation
of impacts on European Sites then, provided no other adverse impacts are identified by your
authority’s appropriate assessment, your authority may be assured that Natural England agrees that
the Appropriate Assessment can conclude that there will be no adverse effect on the integrity of the
European Sites. In such cases Natural England will not require a Regulation 63 appropriate
assessment consultation. However please note it is strongly advised you as competent authority
seek your own legal opinion on whether to consult under these circumstances.

Biodiversity Mitigation and Enhancement Plan (BMEP)

Natural England recommends that the application is supported by a Biodiversity Mitigation and
Enhancement Plan (BMEP) that has been agreed by a Hampshire County Council (HCC) Ecologist.
This will ensure the proposal meets the requirements of the standing advice and the additional
requirements for biodiversity enhancement as set out in National Planning Policy Framework
paragraphs 8, 170, 174 and 175d. The scope of the BMEP should be agreed with the HCC Ecologist
and will need to consider great crested newts, reptiles, bats, hazel dormice, and nesting birds.

The application should include a consideration of what existing environmental features on and around
the site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into the
development proposal. Examples might include:

Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.
Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.

e Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local
landscape.

e Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and
birds.

e Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.

e Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.

e Adding a green roof to new buildings.

We recommend the applicants make use of the Defra biodiversity metric, which is a clear and
methodical calculation for net gain in biodiversity for individual planning proposals.

Water Environment


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69531/pb13745-bio-technical-paper.pdf

Natural England recommends that the planning application includes a comprehensive drainage
strategy during the construction work and post-construction in line with best practice.

Natural England recommends that all new development adopt the higher standard of water efficiency
under the Building Regulations (which equates to 110 litres /head/day including external water use)
and re-use in line with best practice. Consideration should be given to the use of grey water recycling
systems and efficient appliances.

If you have any queries please let me know.

Kind Regards,
Rebecca

Rebecca Berry

Sustainable Development Adviser
Area 13 - Dorset, Hampshire & loW
Natural England

4™ Floor

Eastleigh House

Upper Market Street

Eastleigh

SO50 9YN

07552268113
02080261478

www.naturalengland.org.uk

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where
wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future
generations.

Natural England offers two chargeable services — The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-
application, pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as
well as pre-licensing species advice and pre-assent and consent advice. The Pre-submission Screening
Service (PSS) provides advice for protected species mitigation licence applications.

These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early
stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later
stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment.


www.naturalengland.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/discretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/pre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species




