
Dear Lesley, 
  
Consultation: APP/20/00547 VOC 4 of plan Perm. 15465/003 to allow for residential use 
from 1st March to 31st Dec. Extension of the original licence from 8 months to 10 
months. 133 Eastoke Avenue, Hayling Island, PO11 9QR 
  
Thank you for your consultation on the above case. Please find below our comments.  
  
Recreational Disturbance – further information required:  
The application site is within 5.6km of Solent Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and the 
variation of conditions will lead to an increase in the amount of time the caravans will be 
used for residential-related accommodation. To address any potential significant effects, any 
forthcoming planning application will need to comply with adopted planning policy to mitigate 
against adverse effects from recreational disturbance on the Solent SPA sites, as agreed by 
the Solent Recreation Mitigation Partnership (SRMP) Definitive Strategy.  
  
Provided there is commitment to this mitigation early in the process and an appropriate 
planning condition or obligation is attached to any forthcoming planning permission to secure 
this measure, this will ensure this potential effect has been appropriately addressed. Our 
advice is that this needs to be confirmed by the Council, as the competent authority, via an 
appropriate assessment to ensure there is no adverse effect on the integrity of the site(s) in 
accordance with the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017. 
  
Nutrient Neutrality – further information required:  
It is Natural England’s view that there is a likely significant effect on internationally 
designated sites (SPA, SAC) due to the increase in waste water from the proposal. As you 
are aware, where there is a likelihood of significant effects (excluding any measures 
intended to avoid or reduce harmful effects on the European site), or there are uncertainties, 
a competent authority should fully assess (by way of an “appropriate assessment”) the 
implications of the proposal in view of the conservation objectives for the European site(s) in 
question. Appropriate assessments cannot have lacunae and must contain complete, 
precise and definitive findings and conclusions capable of removing all reasonable scientific 
doubt as to the effects of the works proposed on the protected site concerned. Complete 
information is required to ensure that the proposal will not affect the integrity of the 
international sites.  
  
Natural England advises that the waste water issue is examined within the appropriate 
assessment and that the existing nutrient and conservation status of the receiving waters be 
taken into account. LPAs will be aware of recent CJEU decisions regarding the assessment 
of elements of a proposal aimed toward mitigating adverse effects on designated sites and 
the need for certainty that mitigating measures will achieve their aims. The achievement of 
nutrient neutrality, if scientifically and practically effective, is a means of ensuring that 
development does not add to existing nutrient burdens. Natural England has prepared a 
methodology setting out how this can be achieved (Nutrient neutrality guidance June 2020 
Version 5). Natural England is aware Havant Borough Council has adopted an interim 
strategy using Grampian conditions to address nutrient impacts from developments currently 
in the planning system and we have been working with the Council to develop this approach. 
Appropriate pro rata contributions could be calculated. 

  
Please note we advise that the competent authorities to whom Natural England gives its 
statutory advice on the environment will need to seek and rely upon their own legal advice 
on the interpretation of the Habitats Regulations and case law.  
  
If you have any queries on this advice, please contact me on the numbers below.  



  
Kind regards, 
  
Milena Petrovic 
Sustainable Development Lead Adviser 
Thames Solent Team, Natural England  
  
Tel: 02080 267824 
Mobile: 07827552608 
  
https://www.gov.uk/natural-england 
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