
Proposed housing development at Campdown 

 

I wish to raise the strongest objections to the proposal to allow housing on this 

site. 

Apart form the fact that it is not included in the Borough’s development plan,  

 I am appalled that there does not appear to have been a proper and detailed 

assessment on the impact of the development on the birds that use this area in 

the winter. Both the dark-bellied geese and the curlews that feed here really 

need this area, and the alternative you propose is neither large enough nor 

basically suitable for these particular birds. Curlews are an endangered species, 

and I have had the privilege of meeting Mary Colwell, who walked across 

Ireland and England to establish why this bird population has declined so 

rapidly in recent years. The answer is unequivocally that it is due to habitat loss. 

These birds are very shy, and with their long beaks they need soft ground which 

they can probe to find their food. Here at Campdown we have the privilege of 

having a suitable location for them, and we appear to be ignoring this, in order 

to develop yet more housing! 

 


