
Dear Ms Ballam 

  

RE: 272907 Display of 1No. external V stack sign and 2No. flag pole signs. Havant  APP/19/00107 

  

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above application.  

  

No Objection 

  

Landscape advice  

The proposed development is for a site within or close to a nationally designated landscape namely 

Chichester Harbour AONB.  Natural England advises that the planning authority uses national and 

local policies, together with local landscape expertise and information to determine the 

proposal.  The policy and statutory framework to guide your decision and the role of local advice are 

explained below.     

  

Your decision should be guided by paragraph 172 of the National Planning Policy Framework which 

gives the highest status of protection for the ‘landscape and scenic beauty’ of AONBs and National 

Parks.   For major development proposals paragraph 172 sets out criteria to determine whether the 

development should exceptionally be permitted within the designated landscape.    

  

Alongside national policy you should also apply landscape policies set out in your development plan, 

or appropriate saved policies. 

  

We also advise that you consult the relevant AONB Partnership or Conservation Board.  Their 

knowledge of the site and its wider landscape setting, together with the aims and objectives of the 

AONB’s statutory management plan, will be a valuable contribution to the planning 

decision.   Where available, a local Landscape Character Assessment can also be a helpful guide to 

the landscape’s sensitivity to this type of development and its capacity to accommodate the 

proposed development.   

  

The statutory purpose of the AONB is to conserve and enhance the area’s natural beauty.  You 

should assess the application carefully as to whether the proposed development would have a 

significant impact on or harm that statutory purpose.   Relevant to this is the duty on public bodies 

to ‘have regard’ for that statutory purpose in carrying out their functions (S85 of the Countryside 

and Rights of Way Act, 2000).  The Planning Practice Guidance confirms that this duty also applies to 

proposals outside the designated area but impacting on its natural beauty.  

  



If you have any queries please let me know. 

  

Kind regards, 

Rebecca  

  

Rebecca Berry 

Sustainable Development Adviser 

Area 13 - Dorset, Hampshire & IoW 

Natural England 

4th Floor 

Eastleigh House 

Upper Market Street 

Eastleigh 

SO50 9YN 

  

07552268113 

02080261478 

  

Please note my final day at Natural England is Friday 15th February. If you have a planning enquiry 

after this date, please contact: PlanConsAreaTeamDorsetHampshireIsleofWight@defra.gov.uk 

  

  

www.naturalengland.org.uk 

  

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where 

wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future 

generations. 

  

Natural England offers two chargeable services – The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-

application, pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as 

well as pre-licensing species advice and pre-assent and consent advice.  The Pre-submission Screening 

Service (PSS) provides advice for protected species mitigation licence applications.  

  

mailto:PlanConsAreaTeamDorsetHampshireIsleofWight@defra.gov.uk
www.naturalengland.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/discretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/pre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species


These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early 

stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later 

stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment. 

  

 


