Design and Access Statement for Pound Croft Premier Camping 


Background and Location
Hayling Island is a true island, completely surrounded by sea. A road bridge connects its northern end to the mainland of England at Langstone, to the west is Langstone Harbour and to the east is Chichester Harbour.
Hayling Island combines all the attractions of a traditional seaside holiday destination with excellent sporting and leisure facilities. The island's miles of un spoilt coastline and countryside also offer a haven of peace and tranquility.
The four-mile-long Hayling Billy coastal path is popular with walkers and cyclists alike and the variety of sporting opportunities available ranges from windsurfing and sailing to kitesurfing and golf. Hayling Golf Club established in 1883 is a members club with a stunning 18-hole links course and a fabulous art deco style club house, Tournerbury Golf Course offers a 9-hole links course and Hayling Beachlands Golf is a public 9-hole public links course.
Nearby Portsmouth is also a hub of activity all year round. Its historic dockyard is a wonderful large-scale maritime exhibition displaying HMS Victory, HMS Warrior and the Mary Rose both a museum and a ship. At the harbour entrance lies Gunwharf Quays, a waterfront shopping and leisure development. The Spinnaker Tower is also situated here – a striking new attraction soaring 170m into the air and offering spectacular views over the south coast. 
Additionally, the South Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is close by and offers many more outdoor activities to enjoy, alongside beautiful villages, vineyards and historical sites
In the local vicinity there are local supermarkets and local business services, over Langstone Bridge in Havant there is an out of town retail park, which offers a range of stores including a Tesco superstore, Laura Ashley, Next and nearby the Meridian shopping centre is home several large chain stores offering fashion, homeware, health and sport.
Useful transport links are close to hand with the A3023 connecting the island to major road links such as the A27, the A3(M) and the M27 which is the major route way along the south coast providing a fast direct route way to Chichester, Portsmouth and Southampton. Havant only 5 miles away has a mainline railway station, it has regular services across the region and to London Waterloo with journey times from approximately 1 hour 17 minutes. Southampton airport is only 27 miles.

Existing Site 
The existing site is a 2.815 hectares parcel of land which is presently used for horse grazing and stabling and has direct access to the Hayling Billy Nature trail leading by foot and cycle to West Town Hayling Seafront Langstone and Havant.
The part of the site proposed for the campsite is 0.857 of a hectare on the southern boundary of the site.
The neighbouring property to this boundary is 173 Havant road which is owned by the applicants.
The remaining 1.958 hectares will remain unchanged other than the removal of grazing and change of designation to Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) of some if not all of the land depending on the outcome of Nutrient Neutrality calculations. (see documents provided with the application.

Proposal
The proposal aims to change the use of the southern part of the site from grazing to a premium fully serviced campsite which we aim to become a Camping and Caravan Club registered premium site.
It should be noted that we have discussed with the camping and caravan club to become a registered site which would allow five touring pitches and up to 10 tent pitches without the need for planning permission. As well as THS status for certified events with unlimited numbers subject to space criteria (utilising their certified site scheme) 
Whilst we seem to pass the criteria and qualify for this designation, we strongly feel that a more premium approach with fully serviced touring pitches offering a luxury camping experience and avoiding large events, is likely to develop as a better, less disruptive and less controversial business and thus we are making this planning application.

Employment
The proposal, once fully complete, will provide employment for two full time staff and 5 part time staff and as such will contribute towards business activity requirements for Hayling Island

Economic Benefit

‘Research shows that over £2 billion is invested into the economy each year by campers, caravanners and motorhome users while travelling around the United Kingdom.
The research was taken from a sample of Camping and Caravanning Club members and it found that a typical spend of a caravanner, tent camper or motorhome user each day is £36.00, a figure which does not include any site pitch fees. However, if this figure did include the fees, it could increase by up to £24 and when considering that sites will probably reinvest the pitch fees back into the sites, the additional sum is significant in terms of employment and local trade. 60% of those questioned said they spent their money in pubs, 52% in local restaurants with 72% saying they spent money visiting a tourist attraction close by including parking fees. 
Over 17 million holidays are now taken in this way and an average of four days is spent on the holiday. The billions of pounds spent supporting rural businesses, local communities and historical landmarks are essential to the economy and many would argue that without that income pouring into rural economies many of these would cease to exist. The research also found that motorhome owners tend to spend more than other campers during their holiday.
According to the report, campers, including motorhome owners, are more likely to walk, swim, cycle or canoe than the average member of the general public and 97% of those who took part in the research said that being in the great outdoors has a positive impact on their lives. Motorhome owners don’t just drive to venues either, 94% said they would walk a few miles rather than drive. 
Overall, the research is quite significant as it shows campers contribute significantly to the nation’s economy which, in turn, positively impacts rural jobs. The research also proves that campers have a desire to visit and explore new places and sample local food. Everyone asked in the research viewed camping as a healthy lifestyle option and it is reflected in the thoughts of many medical experts who perceive there is a direct link between the benefits of healthy living and the nation’s favourite holiday pastime.’
This research undertaken by the camping and Caravan club shows that the proposal is likely to generate additional spending of £336,000 in the local area and thus make a substantial contribution to the local economy.

Noise and Traffic
In terms of the effect of any noise on neighbouring properties, the site will operate a general quiet site policy with additional noise restrictions after 10 PM which will be monitored and enforced by the Site Manager. However as regular campers the applicants are aware that premium end of the camping market are often older campers who tend to create little noise or disturbance.
With regards to Traffic The road is a 30 mile per hour speed limit
The current use of the site has 14 horses visited several times a day by their owners from on and off the island.
This would be replaced by Cars towing caravan almost completely coming from of the island and turning right into the site and leaving the island turning left out of the site.
Ample space is provided at the site for multiple towed caravans to pull of the road into the car park area to avoid any queuing on the road and ample visibility is available to pull in or out. Therefore, we do not believe this will have any significant impact on traffic flow.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hayling Island has long been a holiday destination although activities and types of holiday have changed over time. recent policies stopping camping on the sea front have reduced the capacity of the Island to address the revenue generating opportunities offered by the touring and camping community, which has a direct effect on local business.
With more sites moving to static caravan and holiday home use there has been a reducing in availability for touring caravans whilst caravan and motorhome sales continue to grow.
We therefore believe the approval of this application will benefit Hayling Island and the surrounding area and would ask for it to be approved

 

