
Dear Mrs Chisnall, 
  
RE: 270874  Appropriate Assessment - Erection of 2 bed detached chalet bungalow -  15 Horndean 
Road, Emsworth, PO10 7PT (Havant) APP/19/00025 
  
No objection – subject to submission of a Biodiversity Mitigation Enhancement Plan 
  
Natural England notes that your authority, as competent authority under the provisions of the 
Habitats Regulations, has undertaken an Appropriate Assessment of the proposal, in accordance 
with Regulation 63 of the Regulations. Natural England is a statutory consultee on the Appropriate 
Assessment stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment process. 
  
Your appropriate assessment concludes that your authority is able to ascertain that the proposal will 
not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the sites in question.   Having considered the 
assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for all identified adverse effects that could 
potentially occur as a result of the proposal, Natural England advises that we concur with the 
assessment conclusions, providing that all mitigation measures are appropriately secured in any 
permission given. 
  
Please note in future cases where the necessary avoidance and mitigation measures are limited to 
collecting a funding contribution that is in line with an agreed strategic approach for the mitigation 
of impacts on European Sites then, provided no other adverse impacts are identified by your 
authority’s appropriate assessment, your authority may be assured that Natural England agrees that 
the Appropriate Assessment can conclude that there will be no adverse effect on the integrity of the 
European Sites. In such cases Natural England will not require a Regulation 63 appropriate 
assessment consultation. 
  
Other Advice: 
  
Biodiversity Mitigation and Enhancement Plan 
Natural England recommends that the application is supported by a Biodiversity Mitigation and 
Enhancement Plan (BMEP) that has been agreed by a Hampshire County Council (HCC) Ecologist. 
This will ensure the proposal meets the requirements of the standing advice and the additional 
requirements for biodiversity enhancement as set out in National Planning Policy Framework 
paragraphs 8, 170, 174 and 175d. The scope of the BMEP should be agreed with the HCC Ecologist 
and will need to consider reptiles, bats, and nesting birds. The BMEP should also consider the 
adjacent SINCs. 
  
The application should include a consideration of what existing environmental features on and 
around the site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into the 
development proposal. Examples might include: 
  

• Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.  
• Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.  

• Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.  

• Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.  

• Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.  

• Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.  

• Adding a green roof to new buildings.  

  



We recommend the applicants make use of the Defra biodiversity metric, which is a clear and 
methodical calculation for net gain in biodiversity for individual planning proposals. 
Local sites and priority habitats and species 
Natural England note that the proposal is in close proximity to Land West of Emsworth Recreation 
Ground and Stream West of Emsworth Recreation Ground SINCs. 

  
You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local wildlife or geodiversity 
sites, in line with paragraph 174 of the NPPF and any relevant development plan policy. There may 
also be opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their connectivity. Natural England does 
not hold locally specific information on local sites and recommends further information is obtained 
from appropriate bodies such as the local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or 
recording societies. 
  
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in the 
England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006.  Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites.  List of priority habitats and species can be 
found here.  Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected 
when impacts on priority habitats or species  
are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the potential environmental value of 
brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial land, further information including 
links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here. 

  
Protected Species 
Natural England has produced standing advice to help planning authorities understand the impact of 
particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural England 
will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in 
exceptional circumstances. 
  
  
Kind regards, 
Rebecca Berry 
  

Rebecca Berry 

Sustainable Development Adviser 
Area 13 - Dorset, Hampshire & IoW 
Natural England 
4th Floor 
Eastleigh House 
Upper Market Street 
Eastleigh 
SO50 9YN 
  
07552268113 
02080261478 
  
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
  
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where 
wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future 
generations. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69531/pb13745-bio-technical-paper.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5705
https://www.buglife.org.uk/brownfield-hub
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
www.naturalengland.org.uk


  
Natural England offers two chargeable services – The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-
application, pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as 
well as pre-licensing species advice and pre-assent and consent advice.  The Pre-submission Screening 
Service (PSS) provides advice for protected species mitigation licence applications.  
  
These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early 
stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later 
stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment. 
  
  
  
  
This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in 

error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it 

and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for 

known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has 

left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to 

secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/discretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/pre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species

