Date: 18 October 2018
Our ref: 260575
Your ref: APP/17/01136

Hornbeam House

Hava_nt BOI’ngh Council Crewe Business Park
Public Service Plaza Electra Way
Civic Centre Road Crewe

Cheshire
Havant CW16GJ
Hampshire
PO9 2AX T 0300 060 3900

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Mrs Haywood,

Planning consultation: Construction of 1No. 1bed dwelling with associated refuse and cycle
storage, parking and landscaping.
Location: Land adj. 1 Dockenfield Close, Havant, PO9 3ST

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 03 October 2018 which was received by Natural
England on 03 October 2018

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE

DESIGNATED SITES [EUROPEAN] — FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED

Since this application will result in a net increase in residential accommodation, impacts to the
coastal Special Protection Area(s) and Ramsar Site(s) may result from increased recreational
disturbance.

Your authority has measures in place to manage these potential impacts through the agreed
strategic solution which we consider to be ecologically sound. Subject to the appropriate financial
contribution being secured, Natural England is satisfied that the proposal will mitigate against the
potential recreational impacts of the development on the site(s).

Notwithstanding this, Natural England’s advice is that this proposed development, and the
application of these measures to avoid or reduce the likely harmful effects from it, may need to be
formally checked and confirmed by your Authority, as the competent authority, via an appropriate
assessment in view of the European Site’s conservation objectives and in accordance with the
Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017.

This is because Natural England notes that the recent People Over Wind Ruling by the Court of
Justice of the European Union concluded that, when interpreting article 6(3) of the Habitats
Directive, it is not appropriate when determining whether or not a plan or project is likely to have a
significant effect on a site and requires an appropriate assessment, to take account of measures
intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or project on that site. The ruling also
concluded that such measures can, however, be considered during an appropriate assessment to
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determine whether a plan or project will have an adverse effect on the integrity of the European
site. Your Authority should have regard to this and may wish to seek its own legal advice to fully
understand the implications of this ruling in this context.

Natural England advises that it is a matter for your Authority to decide whether an appropriate
assessment of this proposal is hecessary in light of this ruling. In accordance with the
Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017, Natural England must be consulted on any
appropriate assessment your Authority may decide to make.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a
Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset
designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning
authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The
dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website

Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural environment
issues is provided at Annex A.

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.

For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Ben Newton
Consultations Team

ANNEX A
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Natural England offers the following additional advice:

Landscape

Paragraph 109 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) highlights the need to protect and
enhance valued landscapes through the planning system. This application may present opportunities to
protect and enhance locally valued landscapes, including any local landscape designations. You may
want to consider whether any local landscape features or characteristics (such as ponds, woodland or
dry stone walls) could be incorporated into the development in order to respect and enhance local
landscape character and distinctiveness, in line with any local landscape character assessments.

Where the impacts of development are likely to be significant, a Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment
should be provided with the proposal to inform decision making. We refer you to the. Landscape Institute
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for further guidance.

Protected Species

Natural England has produced standing advice! to help planning authorities understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural England will
only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in exceptional
circumstances.

Environmental enhancement

Development provides opportunities to secure a net gain for nature and local communities, as outlined in
paragraphs 9, 109 and 152 of the NPPF. We advise you to follow the mitigation hierarchy as set out in
paragraph 118 of the NPPF and firstly consider what existing environmental features on and around the
site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into the development
proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you may wish to consider off site measures,
including sites for biodiversity offsetting. Opportunities for enhancement might include:

Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.

Restoring a neglected hedgerow.

Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.

Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.

Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.

Adding a green roof to new buildings.

You could also consider how the proposed development can contribute to the wider environment and
help implement elements of any Landscape, Green Infrastructure or Biodiversity Strategy in place in
your area. For example:

e Links to existing greenspace and/or opportunities to enhance and improve access.

¢ Identifying opportunities for new greenspace and managing existing (and new) public spaces to be
more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips)

e Planting additional street trees.

e Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network or using the opportunity of
new development to extend the network to create missing links.

e Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor
condition or clearing away an eyesore).

Access and Recreation

Natural England encourages any proposal to incorporate measures to help improve people’s access to
the natural environment. Measures such as reinstating existing footpaths together with the creation of
new footpaths and bridleways should be considered. Links to other green networks and, where
appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the creation of wider green

1 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
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infrastructure. Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should be delivered
where appropriate.

Biodiversity duty

Your authority has a duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of your decision making.
Conserving biodiversity can also include restoration or enhancement to a population or habitat. Further
information is available_here.
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