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23 Tower Street, Emsworth
Conservation Officer Comments

Overview
23 Tower Street is a grade II cottage located right of the waterfront within the Emsworth Conservation Area. The property is largely contained within curtilage listed boundary walls on most sides.
Legislative and Policy background
Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 ("1990 Act") requires local planning authorities to have special regard to the desirability of preserving a listed building, its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest when considering whether to grant listed building consent. 

The revised NPPF sets out in Chapter 16, the core principles relating to development affecting Heritage Assets that local planning authorities should consider in making planning decisions in the following paragraphs:
184. Heritage assets range from sites and buildings of local historic value to those of the highest significance, such as World Heritage Sites which are internationally recognised to be of Outstanding Universal Value. These assets are an irreplaceable resource, and should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of existing and future generations. 
193. When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the assets conservation (and the more important the asset, the greater the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether any potential harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than substantial harm to its significance. 
196. Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal including, where appropriate, securing its optimum viable use. 

Local Plan Core Strategy 
Polices CS11 Protecting and Enhancing the Special Environment and Heritage of Havant Borough states that ‘planning permission will be granted for development that Protects and where appropriate enhances the borough’s statutory and non-statutory heritage designations by appropriately managing development in or adjacent to conservation areas, listed buildings, scheduled ancient monuments, historic parks and gardens, archaeological sites, buildings of local historic or architectural interest’. 

Proposal
The application seeks to install three trellis panels adjoining a wall within the curtilage of a listed building supported on a course of reclaimed bricks along the fence line to id the levelling of ground to the north side of the treliss. Located to the eastern side of the property. The panels measure approximately 1.9 metres in height set above a low brick plinth. The trellis is to provide screening to an outdoors seating area from the neighbouring properties as well as to screen out the parking area within the application property.
Assessment
The proposal is not seen to be harmful to the significance of the listed building as it will attach to the wall along the edge of the first panel. However, this can be further mitigated by ensuring that any fixing from the post to the wall are positioned such that they attach into the mortar and not the brickwork/stone work of the wall. Thus ensuring that any damage done can be easily repaired by matching the mortar and the work is then fully reversible.
The plans show post holes for the intermediary post positioned away from the building so this should not interfere with the stability of the wall, and the brick course is shown with no footings.
Condition
A condition should be added requiring any fixing of the proposed structure should be into the mortar and not brick or stone work.


