
FAO Rachael McMurray 
  
Dear Rachael 
  
Planning consultation: APP/17/00863 Appropriate Assessment - Hybrid Application - Full - COU, 
alterations to & extension of existing buildings to 20 Residential units. Outline - demolition of 1983 
office building and associated brick & glass corridor link & development of up to 70 residential units 
etc. Southleigh Park House, Eastleigh Road, Havant PO9 2PE 
  
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 19th July 2018.  
  
Natural England has reviewed the Appropriate Assessment. Provided the applicant is fully compliant 
with the Solent Recreation Mitigation Partnership Definitive Strategy and an appropriate planning 
condition or obligation is attached to any planning permission to secure the contributions towards 
this mitigation measure, Natural England is satisfied that the applicant has mitigated against the 
potential adverse effects of recreational disturbance on the integrity of the European site(s). 
  
Landscape  
The proposed development is for a site within or close to a nationally designated landscape namely 
South Downs National Park.  Natural England advises that the planning authority uses national and 
local policies, together with local landscape expertise and information to determine the 
proposal.  The policy and statutory framework to guide your decision and the role of local advice are 
explained below.     
  
Your decision should be guided by paragraph 115 of the National Planning Policy Framework which 
gives the highest status of protection for the ‘landscape and scenic beauty’ of AONBs and National 
Parks.   For major development proposals paragraph 116 sets out criteria to determine whether the 
development should exceptionally be permitted within the designated landscape.    
  
Alongside national policy you should also apply landscape policies set out in your development plan, 
or appropriate saved policies. 
  
The landscape advisor/planner for the National Park will be best placed to provide you with detailed 
advice about this development proposal.  Their knowledge of the site and its wider landscape 
setting, together with the aims and objectives of the park’s management plan, will be a valuable 
contribution to the planning decision.  Where available, a local Landscape Character Assessment can 
also be a helpful guide to the landscape’s sensitivity to this type of development and its capacity to 
accommodate the proposed development.   
  
The statutory purposes of the National Park are to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife 
and cultural heritage of the park; and to promote opportunities for the understanding and 
enjoyment of the special qualities of the park by the public.   You should assess the application 
carefully as to whether the proposed development would have a significant impact on or harm those 
statutory purposes.   Relevant to this is the duty on public bodies to ‘have regard’ for those statutory 
purposes in carrying out their functions (section 11 A(2) of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 (as amended)). The Planning Practice Guidance confirms that this duty also 
applies to proposals outside the designated area but impacting on its natural beauty.  

  
Local sites and priority habitats and species 
 You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local wildlife or geodiversity 
sites, in line with paragraph 113 of the NPPF and any relevant development plan policy. There may 
also be opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their connectivity. Natural England does 



not hold locally specific information on local sites and recommends further information is obtained 
from appropriate bodies such as the local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or 
recording societies. 
  
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in the 
England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006.  Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites.  List of priority habitats and species can be 
found here[1].  Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected 
when impacts on priority habitats or species are considered likely.  

  
Protected species 
Natural England has produced standing advice to help planning authorities understand the impact of 
particular developments on protected species. We advise that the standing advice is interpreted for 
you by your district ecologist, or an equivalent independent party with the necessary expertise. 
Natural England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a 
SSSI or in exceptional circumstances. 

  
Kind regards 
  
Rachael Clemson 
Solent Planning Adviser 
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Area Team  
  
Mobile : 07500 954264   
Tel: 02080261472 
  
Please note my non-working day is Friday 
  
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
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