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The information which we have prepared is true, and has been prepared and provided in accordance with 
the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s Code of Professional Conduct. We 
confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions. 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 

The contents of this report are the responsibility of Middlemarch Environmental Ltd. It should be noted that, 
whilst every effort is made to meet the client’s brief, no site investigation can ensure complete assessment or 
prediction of the natural environment. 
 
Middlemarch Environmental Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability for any use that is made of this 
document other than by the client for the purposes for which it was originally commissioned and prepared. 
 
 

VALIDITY OF DATA 

The findings of this study are valid for a period of 24 months from the date of survey. If works have not 
commenced by this date, an updated site visit should be carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist to 
assess any changes in the habitats present on site, and to inform a review of the conclusions and 
recommendations made. 
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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd was commissioned by PWP Architects, on behalf of Manor Trust 
Bedhampton, to carry out a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal at the site of a proposed extension to an 
existing residential care home in Old Bedhampton, Hampshire. To fulfil this brief an ecological desk study 
and a walkover survey (in accordance with Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology) were undertaken. 
 
The desk study exercise identified two European and UK statutory sites within 5 km of the survey area, 
seven ancient woodlands within 2 km and seven non-statutory sites within 1 km. The site is not located 
within 10 km of a statutory site designated for bats. The desk study also provided records of protected and 
notable species including bats, hedgehogs, reptiles, birds, invertebrates and plants. 
 
The walkover survey was undertaken on 25th July 2018 by Indre Barsketyte, Principal Ecological Consultant. 
The survey area comprising the existing residential care home with associated hard and soft landscaping, 
interspersed with scattered trees. A small allotment area is located in the west of the site. 
 
The key ecological features on the site in relation to the works proposed are the presence of mature trees 
and the suitability of habitats on site to support protected and notable species, including nesting birds and 
roosting bats. Invasive plant species were also noted on site during the field survey. 
 
In order to ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and relevant planning policy, the following 
recommendations are made (full recommendation text is provided in Chapter 7): 
 
R1 Chichester and Langstone Harbours/Solent Maritime Ramsar/SPA/SAC/SSSI/LNR: The 

proposed works could potentially indirectly impact upon Chichester and Langstone Harbours/Solent 
Maritime which is designated as a Ramsar/SPA/SAC/SSSI/LNR.  As such, Natural England should 
be consulted prior to any works commencing to discuss the likelihood of any impacts on this nature 
conservation site.  

 
R2 Habitat Loss and Enhancement: In accordance with the provision of Chapter 11 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment) and Local 
Planning Policy, biodiversity enhancement measures should be incorporated into the landscaping 
scheme of any proposed works to maximise the ecological value of the site.  

 
R3 Trees: Any trees site, or overhanging the site, which are to be retained as a part of any proposed 

works should be protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in relation to 
design, demolition and construction - recommendations". Protection should be installed on site prior 
to the commencement of any works on site. Any trees that are removed should be mitigated within 
the landscaping design, through the inclusion of appropriate native or wildlife attracting species of 
adequate size. 

 
R4 Roosting and Foraging Bats: The recommendations within the Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment 

detailed in Middlemarch Environmental Report RT-MME-128692-02 should be adhered to. 
 
R5 Nesting Birds: Vegetation and building clearance should be undertaken outside the nesting bird 

season. The nesting bird season is weather dependent but generally extends between March and 
September inclusive (peak period March-August).   

 
R6 Terrestrial Mammals including Hedgehog: Any excavations that need to be left overnight should 

be covered or fitted with mammal ramps to ensure that any animals that enter can safely escape.  
Any open pipework with an outside diameter of greater than 120 mm must be covered at the end of 
each work day to prevent animals entering/becoming trapped. 

 
R7 Cotoneaster (including Wall Cotoneaster): The works must not cause cotoneaster, including wall 

cotoneaster, to spread into the wild. The plants must either remain in situ or be removed with care 
and disposed of in an appropriate manner.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

In July 2018 PWP Architects, on behalf of Manor Trust Bedhampton, commissioned Middlemarch 
Environmental Ltd to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the site of a proposed development at 
The Lodge in Old Bedhampton, Hampshire. This assessment is required to inform a planning application 
associated with the extension to the existing care home. 
 
To assess the existing ecological interest of the site an ecological desk study was carried out, and a 
walkover survey was undertaken on 25th July 2018. In addition, Middlemarch Environmental Ltd has been 
commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment of the buildings and trees on site, the 
details of which are provided in Report RT-MME-128692-02. 
 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION AND CONTEXT 

The site under consideration is an irregular shaped parcel of land, currently in use as a residential care 
home, located on Lower Road in Old Bedhampton, Havant, Hampshire. The survey area measures 
approximately 0.20 hectares and is centred at National Grid Reference SU 70060 06315. 
 
The survey area comprising the existing residential care home with associated hard and soft landscaping, 
interspersed with scattered trees. A small allotment area is located in the west of the site. Lower Road 
borders the site from the north and east, whist residential properties are located to the south and west. 
 
Further afield the landscape is dominated by a mixture of residential housing and open farmland, 
interspersed with pockets of woodland.   
 

1.3 DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

The conclusions and recommendations made in this report are based on information provided by the client 
regarding the scope of the project. Documentation made available by the client is listed in Table 1.1. 
 

Document Name / Drawing Number Author 

Existing Site Plan / 5525 1101 rev A PWP Architects 

Proposed Site Plan / 5525 1103 PWP Architects 

Table 1.1: Documentation Provided by Client 

 
The drawing ‘Proposed Site Plan’ is provided in Chapter 8.  
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2. METHODOLOGIES 

2.1 DESK STUDY 

An ecological desk study was undertaken to determine the presence of any designated nature conservation 
sites and protected species in proximity to the site. This involved contacting appropriate statutory and non-
statutory organisations which hold ecological data relating to the survey area. Middlemarch Environmental 
Ltd then assimilated and reviewed the desk study data provided by these organisations.  
 
The consultees for the desk study were: 

• Natural England - MAGIC website for statutory conservation sites; and, 

• Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre. 
 
The desk study included a search for European statutory nature conservation sites within a 5 km radius of 
the site (extended to 10 km for any statutory site designated for bats), UK statutory sites within a 2 km radius 
and non-statutory sites and protected/notable species records within a 1 km radius.  
 
The data collected from the consultees is discussed in Chapter 4. Selected raw data are provided in 
Appendix 1. In compliance with the terms and conditions relating to its commercial use, the full desk study 
data is not provided within this report. 
 
The desk study also included a review of relevant local planning policy with regard to biodiversity and nature 
conservation (see Chapter 3). 
 

2.2 PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY  

The walkover survey was conducted following the Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology of the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC, 2010) and the Institute of Environmental Assessment (IEA, 1995). Phase 1 
Habitat Survey is a standard technique for classifying and mapping British habitats. The aim is to provide a 
record of habitats that are present on site. During the survey, the presence, or potential presence, of protected 
species was noted.  
 
Whilst every effort is made to notify the client of any plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act (1981, as amended) present on site, it should be noted that this is not a specific survey for 
these species. 
 
Data recorded during the field survey are discussed in Chapter 5. 
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3. LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

This chapter provides an overview of the framework of legislation and policy which underpins nature 
conservation and is a material consideration in the planning process in England. The reader should refer to 
the original legislation for the definitive interpretation. 
 

3.1 GENERAL BIODIVERSITY LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (The Habitats Regulations 2017) 
The Habitats Regulations 2017 consolidate and update the Habitats Regulations 2010 (as amended). The 
Habitat Regulations 2017 are the principal means by which the EEC Council Directive 92/43 (The Habitats 
Directive) as amended is transposed into English and Welsh law.   
 
The Habitats Regulations 2017 place duty upon the relevant authority of government to identify sites which 
are of importance to the habitats and species listed in Annexes I and II of the Habitats Directive. Those sites 
which meet the criteria are, in conjunction with the European Commission, designated as Sites of 
Community Importance, which are subsequently identified as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) by the 
European Union member states. The regulations also place a duty upon the government to maintain a 
register of European protected sites designated as a result of EC Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation 
of Wild Birds (The Birds Directive). These sites are termed Special Protection Areas (SPA) and, in 
conjunction with SACs, form a network of sites known as Natura 2000. The Habitats Directive introduces for 
the first time for protected areas, the precautionary principle; that is that projects can only be permitted 
having ascertained no adverse effect on the integrity of the site. Projects may still be permitted if there are no 
alternatives, and there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 
 
The Habitats Regulations 2017 also provide for the protection of individual species of fauna and flora of 
European conservation concern listed in Schedules 2 and 5 respectively. Schedule 2 includes species such 
as otter and great crested newt for which the UK population represents a significant proportion of the total 
European population. It is an offence to deliberately kill, injure, disturb or trade these species. Schedule 5 
plant species are protected from unlawful destruction, uprooting or trade under the regulations. 
 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) 
The WCA, as amended, consolidates and amends pre-existing national wildlife legislation in order to 
implement the Bern Convention and the Birds Directive. It complements the Habitat Regulations 2017, 
offering protection to a wider range of species. The Act also provides for the designation and protection of 
national conservation sites of value for their floral, faunal or geological features, termed Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs).   
 
Schedules of the act provide lists of protected species, both flora and fauna, and detail the possible offences 
that apply to these species.  
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 
The CROW Act, introduced in England and Wales in 2000, amends and strengthens existing wildlife 
legislation detailed in the WCA. It places a duty on government departments and the National Assembly for 
Wales to have regard for biodiversity, and provides increased powers for the protection and maintenance of 
SSSIs. The Act also contains lists of habitats and species (Section 74) for which conservation measures 
should be promoted, in accordance with the recommendations of the Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio 
Earth Summit) 1992. 
 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 
Section 40 of the NERC Act places a duty upon all local authorities and public bodies in England and Wales 
to promote and enhance biodiversity in all of their functions. Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) list 
habitats and species of principal importance to the conservation of biodiversity. These lists superseded 
Section 74 of the CRoW Act 2000.  
 
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 
The Hedgerow Regulations make provision for the identification of important hedgerows which may not be 
removed without permission from the Local Planning Authority. 
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UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework  
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), published in 1994, was the UK Government’s response to signing 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. The new UK Post-2010 
Biodiversity Framework replaces the previous UK level BAP. The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework 
covers the period 2011-2020 and forms the UK Government’s response to the new strategic plan of the 
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), published in 2010 at the CBD meeting in Nagoya, 
Japan. This includes five internationally agreed strategic goals and supporting targets to be achieved by 
2020.  The five strategic goals agreed were:  

• Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across government 
and society; 

• Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use; 

• To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic diversity; 

• Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services; and, 

• Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management and capacity 
building. 

 
The Framework recognises that most work which was previously carried out under the UK BAP is now 
focused on the four individual countries of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, and delivered through 
the countries’ own strategies. Following the publication of the new Framework the UK BAP partnership no 
longer operates but many of the tools and resources originally developed under the UK BAP still remain of 
use and form the basis of much biodiversity work at country level. In England the focus is on delivering the 
outcomes set out in the Government’s ‘Biodiversity 2020: a Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem 
Services’ (DEFRA, 2011). This sets out how the quality of our environment on land and at sea will be 
improved over the next ten years and follows on from policies contained in the Natural Environment White 
Paper. 
 
Species and Habitats of Material Consideration for Planning in England 
Previous planning policy (and some supporting guidance which is still current, e.g. ODPM Circular 06/2005, 
now under revision), refers to UK BAP habitats and species as being a material consideration in the planning 
process. Equally many local plans refer to BAP priority habitats and species. Both remain as material 
considerations in the planning process but such habitats and species are now described as Species and 
Habitats of Principal Importance for Conservation in England, or simply priority habitats and priority species 
under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. The list of habitats and species remains unchanged and is 
still derived from Section 41 list of the Natural Environmental and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. As 
was previously the case when it was a BAP priority species hen harrier continues to be regarded as a priority 
species although it does not appear on the Section 41 list. 
 

3.2 NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK AND PRACTICE GUIDANCE 

In July 2018, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was updated, replacing the previous 
framework published in 2012. The government circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - 
Statutory Obligations and Their Impact within the Planning System, which accompanied PPS9, still remains 
valid. A presumption towards sustainable development is at the heart of the NPPF. This presumption does 
not apply however where developments require appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats 
Directives.   
 
Chapter 15, on conserving and enhancing the natural environment, sets out how the planning system should 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: 

• protecting and enhancing existing sites of biodiversity value; 

• minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity; and, 

• establishing coherent ecological networks.  
 
If a proposed development would result in significant harm to the natural environment which cannot be 
avoided (through the use of an alternative site with less harmful impacts), mitigated or compensated for (as a 
last resort) then planning permission should be refused.  With respect to development on land within or 
outside of a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) which is likely to have an adverse effect (either alone or 
in-combination with other developments) would only be permitted where the benefits of the proposed 
development clearly outweigh the impacts on the SSSI itself, and the wider network of SSSIs. Development 
resulting in the loss of deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient woodland and ancient or 
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veteran trees) should be refused unless there are wholly exceptional reasons for the development, and a 
suitable compensation strategy is provided.  
 
Chapter 15 identifies that development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity 
should be supported and opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and around development 
should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net gains for biodiversity.  
 
Chapter 11, making effective use of the land, sets out how the planning system should promote use of land 
in meeting the need for homes and other uses, while safeguarding and improving the environment and 
ensuring safe and healthy living conditions. Substantial weight should be given to the value of using suitable 
brownfield land within settlements for homes and other identified needs.  Opportunities for achieving net 
environmental gains, including new habitat creation, are encouraged. 
 
In March 2014 the Department for Communities and Local Government released guidance to support the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), known as the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG).   
 
This has been produced to provide guidance for planners and communities which will help deliver high 
quality development and sustainable growth in England. The guidance includes a section entitled ‘Natural 
Environment: Biodiversity, ecosystems and green infrastructure’ which sets out information with respect to 
the following:  

• the statutory basis for minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains where possible; 

• the local planning authority’s requirements for planning for biodiversity;  

• what local ecological networks are and how to identify and map them;  

• the sources of ecological evidence;  

• the legal obligations on local planning authorities and developers regarding statutory designated 
sites and protected species;  

• the considerations for local (non-statutory) designated sites;  

• definition of green infrastructure;  

• where biodiversity should be taken into account in preparing a planning application;  

• how development can enhance biodiversity;  

• how policy is applied to avoid, mitigate or compensate for significant harm to biodiversity and how 
mitigation and compensation measures can be ensured; and,  

• the consideration of ancient woodlands and veteran trees in planning decisions.  
 

3.3 LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 

https://www.havant.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/planning-policy 
 
The Core Strategy 
The Havant Borough Core Strategy is the principal document in the council's Local Plan. It sets out the 
spatial planning strategy for the area up to 2026 and was adopted by Havant Borough Council on the 1st 
March 2011. The Core Policy of relevance to ecology is: 
 
Policy CS11 Protecting and Enhancing the Special Environment and Heritage of Havant Borough  
Planning permission will be granted for development that:  
1. Ensures the key landscape and built form principles set out in the Havant Borough Townscape, 
Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment are protected and where possible enhanced by 
partnership working with developers, groups and the wider community.  
2. Protects and where possible enhances the borough’s statutory and non-statutory designated landscape, 
habitats and features of biological, hydrological or geological interest. Protection and enhancement will be 
achieved by appropriate adaptation and mitigation measures including wardening, education and information 
and the creation of new habitats, water bodies/courses planting of new trees and woodland.  
3. Has particular regard to the following hierarchy of nature conservation designations within the borough:  

(i) Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar [International].  
(ii) Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature Reserves [National].  
(iii) Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), Local Nature Reserves (LNR), other Ancient 
Woodland not identified in (ii) above [Local].  

4. Protects and where appropriate enhances the borough’s statutory and non-statutory heritage designations 
by appropriately managing development in or adjacent to conservation areas, listed buildings, scheduled 
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ancient monuments, historic parks and gardens, archaeological sites, buildings of local historic or 
architectural interest.  
5. Supports an ongoing programme of survey of habitats and species and designation of Sites of Importance 
for Nature Conservation.  
6. Incorporates partnership working with conservation organisations to improve public understanding of 
biodiversity and to manage public access to designated sites, particularly on the coast, to reduce harm to 
nature conservation interests.  
7. Incorporates partnership working with landowners and developers to ensure land management practices 
restore, enhance and where appropriate create new valued landscapes, habitats and their soil structure, 
particularly the ancient woodland remnants of the Forest of Bere and coastal salt marsh.  
8. Protects wildlife habitats and wildlife corridors to prevent the fragmentation of existing habitats and to allow 
species, for example Brent Geese, to respond to the impacts of climate change by making provision for 
habitat adaptation e.g. coastal managed realignment and species migration.  
9. Maintains undeveloped gaps between the settlements of Emsworth/Havant; Havant/Waterlooville; 
Havant/Portsmouth; Emsworth/Westbourne and Leigh Park/Rowlands Castle as shown on the Proposals 
Map.  
10. Protects the best and most versatile agricultural land that has the greatest potential for local food 
security.  
11. Responds to the emerging evidence from the Solent Disturbance and Mitigation Project, the published 
recommendations, and future related research. 
 
The Havant Borough Local Plan - Allocations  
The Havant Borough Local Plan (Allocations), follows on from the Havant Borough Core Strategy 
and identifies sites for specific uses including, housing, employment, retail, recreation and green 
infrastructure up to 2026. The plan was adopted by the Council on the 23rd July 2014, and contains the 
following policies relevant to ecology:  
 
Policy DM23 Sites for Brent Geese and Waders  
Planning permission will be granted for developments that avoid important sites for Brent Geese and/or 
waders outside of the statutory designated areas.  
 
Where this cannot be avoided, development proposals on or adjacent to an important Brent Goose and/or 
wader site outside of the statutory designated areas will need to demonstrate levels of impact, alone and in 
combination with other proposals subject to the tests of the Habitats Regulations. Where a negative impact 
upon a site cannot be avoided or satisfactorily mitigated, and the tests of the Habitats Regulations are met as 
necessary, replacement feeding/roosting habitat, on a no net loss basis, will be sought.  
 
Where a negative impact upon an important site cannot be avoided or mitigated and replacement 
feeding/roosting habitat is not or cannot be provided on a no net loss basis, the proposal will be refused.  
 
Planning permission will be granted for development on or adjacent to uncertain sites for Brent Geese and/or 
waders outside of the statutory designated areas, where appropriate surveys are undertaken and it is 
determined that the site has no importance. 
 
Policy DM24 Recreational Disturbance to Special Protected Areas (SPAs) from Residential 
Development  
Planning permission will be granted for residential developments that avoid or mitigate a likely significant 
effect on the SPAs, caused by recreational disturbance through the in combination effect of net additional 
dwellings. This mitigation can be provided through:  
a) A financial contribution.  
b) A developer provided package of measures associated with the proposed development designed to avoid 
or mitigate any significant effect on the SPAs subject to meeting the tests of the Habitats Regulations.  
c) A combination of measures in (a) and (b) above.  
 
Where these measures cannot be provided development proposals will be refused, unless the applicant can 
show, subject to meeting the tests of the Habitats Regulations, that there would not be an adverse effect on 
the integrity of the SPAs.  
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The provisions of this policy do not exclude the possibility that some residential schemes, due to their 
size/and or location, may require individual assessment under the Habitats Regulations on advice from 
Natural England and additional site specific avoidance or mitigation measures. 
 
Local Plan 2036 
The Borough Council is in the process of reviewing the current adopted Local Plan in order to extend the 
plan period to 2036 and to address the growth in the need for new housing. The new plan is set to be 
adopted in late 2018.  
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4. DESK STUDY RESULTS 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

The data search was carried out on July 2018 by Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre. All relevant 
ecological data provided by the consultees was reviewed and the results from these investigations are 
summarised in Sections 4.2 to 4.4. Selected data are provided in Appendix 1. 
 

4.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

Statutory and non-statutory nature conservation sites located in proximity to the survey area are summarised 
in Table 4.1. 
 

Site Name Designation 
Proximity to 
Survey Area 

Description 

European Statutory Sites  

Chichester and Langstone 
Harbours / Solent Maritime 

Ramsar / 
SPA / SAC / 
SSSI / LNR 

970 m south-
west 

This conservation site comprises Chichester and 
Langstone Harbours Ramsar/SPA, Solent Maritime 
SAC and Langstone Harbour SSSI. Farlington Marshes 
LNR also forms a smaller area of this conservation site 
in the west. This conservation area comprises large, 
sheltered estuarine basins comprising extensive sand- 
and mud-flats exposed at low tide. The two harbours 
are joined by a stretch of water that separates Hayling 
Island from the mainland. Tidal channels drain the 
basin and penetrate far inland. The mud-flats are rich in 
invertebrates and also support extensive beds of algae, 
especially Enteromorpha species, and eelgrasses 
Zostera spp. The basin contains a wide range of 
coastal habitats supporting important plant and animal 
communities. The site is of particular significance for 
waterbirds, especially in migration periods and in 
winter. It also supports important colonies of breeding 
terns. It is designated a SPA due to its populations of 
breeding little tern Sterna albifrons and sandwich tern 
Sterna sandvicensis; as well as being able to support 
over-wintering bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica and 
little egret Egretta garzetta. Additionally, black-tailed 
godwits Limosa limosa islandica, dark-bellied brent 
goose goose Branta bernicla bernicla, dunlin Calidris 
alpina alpina, grey plover Pluvialis squatarola, redshank 
Tringa totanus, and ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula 
also over-winter here. This site is designated a SAC 
due to three main habitats: estuaries, Spartina swards, 
and Atlantic salt meadows. 

Solent and Isle of Wight 
Lagoons 

SAC 
2,840 m 

south-west 

This site comprises coastal lagoons, which are made 
up of a range of salinities and substrates, including soft 
mud, muddy sand, large areas of shingle. These 
support foxtail stonewort Lamprothamnium papulosum, 
lagoon sand shrimp Gammarus insensibilis, and starlet 
sea anemone Nematostella vectensis. There are also 
ditches and ponds, marsh pasture, a sluiced lagoon, 
with marked seasonal changes in salinity which 
supports a high species diversity. Farlington Marsh 
lagoon holds a well-developed low-medium salinity 
insect-dominated fauna. 

Non-statutory Sites 

Manor Farm A SINC 40 m south 

This site grasslands which have become impoverished 
through inappropriate management but which retain 
sufficient elements of relic unimproved grassland to 
enable recovery. This site supports dark-bellied brent 
goose Branta bernicla. 

Table 4.1: Summary of Nature Conservation Sites (continues) 
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Site Name Designation 
Proximity to 
Survey Area 

Description 

Non-statutory Sites (continued) 

Broadmarsh Playing Field SINC 570 m south 

This site regularly supports a significant population of 
dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla which has a 
restricted distribution or has substantially declined in 
population or range. This site may be used seasonally 
or for only one part of a species life-cycle. 

Fields off Havant Road SINC 650 m west 

This site regularly supports a significant population of 
dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla and dwarf 
spurge Euphorbia exigua which has a restricted 
distribution or has substantially declined in population 
or range. This site may be used seasonally or for only 
one part of a species life-cycle. 

Camp Down Grassland 
Remnants 

SINC 
720 m north- 

west 

This site comprises grasslands which have become 
impoverished through inappropriate management, but 
which retain sufficient elements of relic unimproved 
grassland to enable recovery. 

Farlington Marshes 
Grassland (North-East) 

SINC 
810 m south- 

west 

This site is agriculturally improved grasslands which 
comprises semi-natural coastal and estuarine habitats, 
including saltmarsh, intertidal mudflats, sand dunes, 
shingle, brackish ponds, grazing marsh and maritime 
grasslands. 

Littlewood Park (East) 
SINC / 

ASNW / 
ARW 

815 m north-
west 

This site is an ancient semi-natural woodland and 
comprises important community types of restricted 
distribution in the County, such as yew Taxa baccata 
woods and alder Alnus glutinosa swamp woods. 

Forty Acres Farm B SINC 900 m west 

This site grasslands which have become impoverished 
through inappropriate management but which retain 
sufficient elements of relic unimproved grassland to 
enable recovery. This site supports dark-bellied brent 
goose Branta bernicla. 

Ancient Woodland Sites  

Littlepark Wood ASNW 
1,175 m 

north-west 
No information provided. 

Gundymoor Wood ARW 
1,525 m 

north-west 
No information provided. 

Unnamed Woodland 
1487795 

ASNW 
1,630 m 

north west 
No information provided. 

Johnston’s Coppice 
ASNW / 

ARW 
1,685 m 

north-west 
No information provided. 

Unnamed Woodland 
1487890 

ASNW 
1,840 m 

north 
No information provided. 

Neville’s Park 
ASNW / 

ARW 
1,910 m 

north-west 
No information provided. 

Unnamed Woodland 
1489660 

ASNW 
1,960 m 

north 
No information provided. 

Key:  
SAC: Special Area of Conservation  
SPA: Special Protection Area 
Ramsar: Site listed on The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Convention) 
SSSI: Site of Special Scientific Interest  
ARW: Ancient replanted woodland 
ASNW: Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland 
LNR: Local Nature Reserve 
SINC: Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

Table 4.1 (Continued): Summary of Nature Conservation Sites 

 
The survey area falls within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone for Langstone Harbour SSSI which is located 970 m 
south, as detailed in Table 4.1. 
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4.3 PROTECTED / NOTABLE SPECIES 

Table 4.2 and the following text provide a summary of protected and notable species records within a 1 km 
radius of the study area. It should be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation 
that a species is absent from the search area. 

 

Species 
No. of 

Records 

Most 
Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record 
to Study Area 

Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 

Legislation / 
Conservation Status 

Mammals- Bats 

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

7 2016 400 m south - 
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Soprano pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

7 2016 400 m south ✓ 
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Serotine bat 
Eptesicus serotinus 

4 2017 
560 m north- 

west 
- 

ECH 4, 
WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Unidentified myotis 
Myotis sp. 

4 2011 640 m east - 
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Noctule  
Nyctalus noctula  

3 2013 640 m east ✓ 
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus sp. 

3 2015 700 m east # 
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6, Local 

Unidentified bat 
Chiroptera sp. 

2 2017 800 m east # #, Local 

Mammals- Other 

Hedgehog 
Erinaceus europaeus 

3 2017 320 m east ✓ WCA 6 

Reptiles 

Slow worm 
Anguis fragilis   

19 2008 430 m south ✓ 
WCA 5 S9(1) 
WCA 5 S9(5) 

Birds 

Brambling 
Fringilla montifringilla 

4 2012 200 m east - WCA1i 

Firecrest 
Regulus ignicapilla 

8 2016 
230 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Kingfisher  
Alcedo atthis 

42 2016 300 m east - WCA1i 

Cetti’s warbler 
Cettia cetti 

8 2016 300 m east - WCA1i 

Mediterranean gull 
Larus melanocephalus 

10 2016 400 m south - WCA1i 

Greenshank 
Tringa nebularia 

9 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Whimbrel 
Numenius phaeopus 

6 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Osprey 
Pandion haliaetus 

5 2016 
720 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Barn owl  
Tyto alba  

5 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Slavonian grebe 
Podiceps auritus 

5 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Black necked grebe 
Podiceps nigricollis 

4 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Great northern diver 
Gavia immer 

3 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Long tailed-duck 
Clangula hyemalis 

3 2016 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Common scooter  
Melanitta nigra 

2 2016 
770 m south-

east 
✓ WCA1i 

Table 4.2: Summary of Protected/Notable Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area (continues) 

 
 

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/PrioritySpeciesdetail.aspx?id=2039
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Species 
No. of 

Records 

Most 
Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record 
to Study Area 

Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 

Legislation / 
Conservation Status 

Birds (continued) 

Marsh harrier 
Circus aeruginosus 

5 2014 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Scaup 
Aythya marila 

3 2013 
770 m south-

east 
✓ WCA1i 

Red-throated diver 
Gavia stellata 

2 2013 
770 m south-

east 
- WCA1i 

Dartford warbler 
Sylvia undata 

2 2003 
900 m south-

west 
- WCA1i 

Invertebrates 

Stag beetle 
Lucanus cervus 

1 2002 Within 1 km* ✓ 
ECH 2,  

WCA 5 S9(5)  

Key: 
#: Dependent on species. 
*: Grid reference provided was four figures only. 
 
ECH 2: Annex II of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest whose conservation requires the designation of 
Special Areas of Conservation.  
ECH 4: Annex IV of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest in need of strict protection.  
 
WCA 1i: Schedule 1 Part 1 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Birds protected by special penalties at 
all times.  
WCA 5: Schedule 5 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other than birds). 
WCA 5 S9(1): Schedule 5 Section 9(1) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other 
than birds). Protection limited to intentional killing, injury or taking. 
WCA 5 S9(5): Schedule 5 Section 9(5) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other 
than birds). Protection limited to selling, offering for sale, processing or transporting for purpose of sale, or advertising 
for sale, any live or dead animal, or any part of, or anything derived from, such animal.  
WCA 6: Schedule 6 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Animals which may not be killed or taken by 
certain methods.      
 
Species of Principal Importance: Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England. 
Local: Priority Species on the Hampshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan.  
 
Note. This table does not include reference to the Berne Convention (Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats), the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals or the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

Table 4.2 (Continued): Summary of Protected/Notable Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area  

 
Birds 
In addition to those listed in Table 4.2, a further twenty-three species of bird listed under Schedule 1 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) were located within a 1 km radius of the survey area. 
However, the grid reference provided was four figures and therefore an accurate location could not be 
determined. These included garganey Anas querquedula, Lapland bunting Calcarius lapponicus, ruff Calidris 
pugnax, little ringed plover Charadrius dubius and hen harrier Circus cyaneus.  
 
The desk study also provided records of twenty-four species of bird listed as Species of Principal Importance 
within 1 km. These included skylark Alauda arvensis, white fronted goose Anser albifrons¸ dark-bellied brent 
goose Branta bernicla, and common scoter Melanitta nigra. 
 
The desk study provided records ten species of bird listed under the RSPB Red List within 1 km. These 
included pochard Aythya ferina, ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula, pied flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca, twite 
Linaria flavirostris, nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos and grey wagtail Moctacilla cinereal. 
 
The desk study also provided twenty-four species of RSPB Amber List within 1 km. These included turnstone 
Arenaria interpres, short-eared owl Asio flammeus, bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica, lesser black-backed 
gull Larus fuscus and common tern Sterna hirundo. 
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Terrestrial Invertebrates 
The desk study provided a record of a lackey moth Malacosoma neustria which is a Species of Principal 
Importance within a 1 km radius of the survey area.  
 
Plants 
The desk study provided records of divided sedge Carex divisa which is a Species of Principal Importance 
within a 1 km radius of the survey area. The desk study also provided records of eight species listed as 
Nationally Scarce within 1 km, including golden samphire Inula crithmoides, hairy vetchling Lathyrus hirsutus, 
and welsh poppy Meconopsis cambrica. 
 

4.4 INVASIVE SPECIES  

Table 4.3 provides a summary of invasive species records within a 1 km radius of the study area.  It should 
be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation that a species is absent from the 
search area. 
 

Species 
No. of 

Records 
Most Recent 

Record 
Proximity of Nearest 
Record to Study Area 

Legislation / 
Conservation Status 

False Virginia creeper 
Parthenocissus inserta 

1 2016 630 m east WCA 9 

Japanese knotweed 
Fallopia japonica 

6 2014 710 m east WCA 9 

Yellow archangel 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon 
subsp. argentatum 

1 2008 930 m north-west WCA 9 

Key:  
WCA9: Schedule 9 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Invasive, non-native, plants and animals. 

Table 4.3: Summary of Invasive Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area 
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5. PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

The results of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey are presented in the following sections. An annotated Phase 1 
Habitat Survey Drawing (Drawing C128692-01) is provided in Chapter 8. This drawing illustrates the location 
and extent of all habitat types recorded on site. Any notable features or features too small to map are 
detailed using target notes. Photographs taken during the field survey are presented in Chapter 9. 
 
The survey was carried out on 25th July 2018 by Indre Barsketye, Principal Ecological Consultant. Table 5.1 
details the weather conditions at the time of the survey. 
 

Parameter Condition 

Temperature (ºC) 27 

Cloud (%) 10 

Wind (Beaufort) F0 

Precipitation Nil 

Table 5.1: Weather Conditions During Field Survey 

 

5.2 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS AND LIMITATIONS 

No significant constraints were experienced during the field survey.  
 

5.3 HABITATS 

The following habitat types were recorded on site during the field survey: 

• Amenity grassland; 

• Boundaries; 

• Buildings; 

• Hardstanding; 

• Introduced shrubs; 

• Other habitat; and, 

• Scattered trees.  
 
These habitats are described below. They are ordered alphabetically, not in order of ecological importance. 
 
Amenity grassland 
Closely mown amenity grassland was present within the garden areas, in the south of the site (Plate 9.1). 
Due to recent drought, this area was mostly dead at the time of the survey. Species present included 
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, 
dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. and yarrow Achillea millefolium. 
 
Boundaries 
A 2 m brick and stone wall delineated the northern and western boundaries. Some introduced species were 
noted growing in places. A number of small section of ornamental walls were also present throughout the site 
varying in height from 0.2 m to 1.6 m 
 
A 1.6 m wooden panel garden fence delineated the southern boundary, with some introduced species noted 
growing in placed. 
 
Buildings 
A two-storey rendered building with a mansard roof with clay tiles dominated the central section of the survey 
area (Plate 9.2). A single storey rendered garage with a flat roof was also located to the centre of the 
northern boundary. A single storey wooden shed with a pitched bitumen felt roof was located in the western 
sector of the site by the allotments. For a more detailed description of the buildings on site please refer to the 
Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (Report RT-MME-128692-02).  
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Hardstanding 
A tarmac car park was present at the front of the house, with paved footpaths scattered throughout the site 
(Plate 9.2). These areas were generally free of vegetation. 
 
Introduced shrubs 
Ornamental planting dominated by introduced species was present throughout the site (Plate 9.1). Some 
native species such as hazel Corylus avellana were occasionally noted throughout this habitat. Other 
species present included spotted-laurel Aucuba japonica, honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, lavender 
Lavandula sp., wall cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis (Target Note 3) and cotoneaster Cotoneaster sp. 
(Target Note 1).   
 
Other habitat 
An allotment dominated the veteran section of the survey area, in the west of the site (Plate 9.3; Target Note 
4). Tomatoes Lycopersicon esculentum and onions Allium cepa were noted growing within the vegetable 
patches. Two small glass greenhouses were also noted in this section (Target Note 5).  
 
A small pond was also present within the garden area, however this appeared to have been drained and 
been filled in (Plate 9.4; Target Note 2).  
 
Scattered trees  
A number of trees varying in age from young to mature were scattered throughout the site (Plate 9.1). 
Species present included ash Fraxinus excelsior, magnolia Magnolia sp., apple Malus pumila, silver birch 
Betula pendula and pear Pyrus communis.  
 

5.4 FAUNA 

During the survey field signs of faunal species were recorded. The time of year at which the survey is 
undertaken will affect species or field signs directly recorded during the survey. 
 
Birds 
The following bird species were observed on site during the field survey: robin Erithacus rubecula, 
woodpigeon Columba palumbus and blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus.  
 

5.5 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

Wall cotoneaster (Plate 9.1) and an unidentified cotoneaster were noted within the introduced shrub habitat 
on site.  
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6. DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 

It is understood that the works proposed comprise the extension to the western section of the main care 
home building.   
 

6.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES  

The desk study exercise identified two European and UK statutory sites within 5 km of the survey area, 
seven ancient woodlands within 2 km and seven non-statutory sites within 1 km. The site is not located 
within 10 km of a statutory site designated for bats. The significance of these sites to the proposed 
development is discussed below. 
 
European Statutory Sites 
Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar / Solent Maritime SAC is located 970 m south-west of the 
survey area. Langstone Harbour SSSI is also included within this European statutory site, whilst a smaller 
portion to the west comprises Farlington Marshes LNR. The survey area falls within the SSSI impact risk 
zone for this conservation site. The proposed development falls within the risk category ‘All Planning 
Applications’ (please refer to Appendix 1 for more information). Therefore, Natural England should be 
consulted prior to the commencement of works to ascertain the exact requirements of any further 
assessment. A recommendation has been provided in Section 7.1. 
 
The remaining European statutory site is located 2,840 m south-west. Due to the distance between this 
conservation site and the survey area, as well as the small-scale nature of the works proposed, it is 
considered unlikely that this conservation site would be adversely impacted. Therefore, this non-statutory site 
is not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development.  
 
Non-Statutory Sites 
Manor Farm A SINC is the closest non-statutory site located 40 m south of the survey area. However, due to 
the small-scale nature of the works proposed, it is considered unlikely that this conservation site would be 
adversely impacted. 
 
The remaining non-statutory sites are located in excess of 570 m from the survey area. Due to the distance 
between these conservation sites and the survey area, as well as the small-scale nature of the works 
proposed and the built-up nature of the intervening habitat, it is considered unlikely that these conservation 
sites would be adversely impacted. Therefore, these non-statutory sites are not a notable consideration in 
relation to the proposed development.  
 
Ancient Woodlands 
Littlepark Wood ASNW is the closest ancient woodland located 1,175 m north-west from the survey area. 
The remaining ancient woodlands are located in excess of 1,525 m. Due to the distance between these 
ancient woodlands and the survey area, as well as the small-scale nature of the works proposed and the 
built-up nature of the intervening habitat, it is considered unlikely that these ancient woodlands would be 
adversely impacted. Therefore, these ancient woodlands are not a notable consideration in relation to the 
proposed development.  
 

6.3 HABITATS 

The ecological importance of the habitats present on site is determined by their presence on the list of 
Habitats of Principal Importance in England and on the Local BAP. It also takes into account the intrinsic 
value of the habitat. Those habitats which are considered to be of intrinsic importance and have the potential 
to be impacted by the site proposals are highlighted as notable considerations. 
 
A discussion of the implications of the site proposals with regard to the habitats present on site is provided in 
the text below. A separate discussion of the value of the habitats on site to protected or notable species is 
provided in Section 6.4. 
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Scattered trees 
The mature trees on site are of intrinsic value as they cannot be easily replaced it the short to medium term 
and should be retained where possible. It is understood that approximately four trees will need to be 
removed to facilitate the proposed development. Any retained trees may be indirectly impacted by the 
proposed works, such as through root compaction by machinery. Therefore, scattered trees are a notable 
consideration and a recommendation has been provided in Section 7.2. 
 
Amenity grassland, boundaries, buildings, hardstanding, introduced shrub and other habitat 
The remaining habitats are not Habitats of Principal Importance nor are they included on the Local BAP. 
They are well represented locally, have low species diversity and can be easily be replaced post 
development. Any loss of these habitats would be considered to have minimal impact on the ecology of the 
local area. Therefore, these habitats are not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed works. 
 

6.4 PROTECTED/NOTABLE SPECIES 

The following paragraphs consider the likely impact of the site proposals on protected or notable species. 
This is based on those species highlighted in the desk study exercise (Chapter 4) and other species for 
which potentially suitable habitat occurs within or adjacent to the survey area.  
 
Mammals 
Bats 
The desk study provided thirty records of at least four species of bat within a 1 km radius of the survey area. 
The closest records were of a common and soprano pipistrelle located 400 m south. The buildings and trees 
on site were subject to a Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment. The main care home building and garage, and 
a number of trees were assessed as having high potential to support roosting bats. The site also provided 
suitable foraging habitat for bats within the garden areas. Please refer to report RT-MME-128692-02 and its 
recommendations.  
 
Badger 
The desk study provided no records of badger within a 1 km radius of the survey area. No field signs of 
badger such as setts, foraging signs and latrines were recorded on site during the field survey. The majority 
of the survey area provides sub-optimal sett building habitat and suitable foraging habitat for badger. The 
site is also isolated from suitable sett building habitat in the surrounding landscape, reducing the likelihood of 
badger passing through site. Therefore, the risk of direct harm/injury to badger is considered low and no 
further recommendations are made. 
 
Hedgehog 
The desk study provided three records of hedgehog within a 1 km radius of the survey area, the closest of 
which was located 320 m east. The grassland, allotment and shrubs may provide suitable habitat for 
hedgehogs within the survey area. The site is also well connected to suitable habitat in the surrounding 
landscape in the form of the adjacent residential gardens. Excavations required as part of the proposed 
works may result in direct harm/injury to hedgehog as they could fall in and become trapped. Therefore, a 
precautionary recommendation has been made in Section 7.3. 
 
Amphibians  
The desk study provided no records of amphibians within a 1 km radius of the survey area. What appeared 
to be a pond was present within the garden area. However, this appeared to have been drained and filled in; 
providing no suitable breeding habitat for amphibians. The majority of the survey area provided sub-optimal 
terrestrial habitat for amphibians. The introduced shrub may provide some suitable terrestrial habitat; 
however, it is relatively limited in extent. Reference to Ordnance Survey mapped data and aerial imagery 
indicates that there is one waterbody within a 500 m radius, located 115 m east of the survey area. However, 
this pond appears to be surrounded by suitable terrestrial habitat, reducing the likelihood of amphibians 
commuting to site. Therefore, the risk of direct harm/injury to amphibians is considered low and no further 
recommendations are made. 
 
Reptiles  
The desk study provided nineteen records of slow worm within a 1 km radius of the survey area, the closest 
of which was located 430 m south. The majority of the survey area provides sub-optimal habitat for reptiles. 
The allotment area may provide some suitable habitat for reptiles, however it is relatively limited in extent 
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and isolated from suitable habitat in the surrounding landscape; reducing the likelihood of reptiles being 
present on site. The works proposed will also be confined to areas of sub-optimal habitat. Therefore, the risk 
of direct harm/injury to reptiles is considered low and no further recommendations are made.  
 
Birds 
The desk study provided records of forty-one species of bird listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) within a 1 km radius of the survey area. However, due to the specific 
breeding requirements of these species it is considered unlikely that they would breed within the survey area.  
 
The desk study also provided records of a number of notable bird species within 1 km, as well as various 
other common bird species observed on site during the field survey. The building, trees and shrubs may 
provide suitable nesting habitat for birds within the survey area. If the proposed works are undertaken in the 
bird nesting season then there is potential for impact upon nesting birds and as such, a recommendation has 
been made in Section 7.3. Due to the limited extent of potential nesting and foraging habitat to be removed 
and the presence of alternative features within the local vicinity, it is considered that the works should not 
adversely impact birds in the long-term. Nevertheless, as some loss of habitat will occur, enhancement 
recommendations are provided within Section 7.2. 
 
Invertebrates 
The desk study provided a record of stag beetle within a 1 km radius of the survey area. No suitable habitat 
for stag beetle, such as extensive areas of deadwood, were located within the survey area. As such stag 
beetle is not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development 
 
The desk study also provided records of a number of notable moth species within a 1 km radius of the survey 
area. Although any invertebrate species present within the site may be temporarily displaced during the 
construction phase of the proposed development, taking into account the presence of alternative habitat 
within the local vicinity and providing new habitats are created as part of the development, no long term 
impact on terrestrial invertebrates is anticipated. A recommendation regarding general habitat enhancement, 
which would increase the value of the site for invertebrates, is made in Section 7.2. 
 
Plants 
The desk study provided a number of records of notable plants within a 1 km radius of the survey area. None 
of these species were present on site during the field survey, which was undertaken at a suitable time of year 
for botanical assessment. Due to the highly managed nature of the habitats on site it is considered unlikely 
that notable plant species would be present on site. Therefore, plants are not a notable consideration in 
relation to the proposed development.  
 
Other Species 
The following protected species are not considered to be material considerations due to the lack of desk 
study records and absence of suitable habitats within the development site and its surroundings: dormouse 
Muscardinus avellanarius, white-clawed crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes, otter Lutra lutra, water vole 
Arvicola amphibius, red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris, harvest mouse Micromys minutus, pine marten Martes 
martes, polecat Mustela putorius and brown hare Lepus europaeus. 
 
Summary  
Species considered to be of relevance to the proposed development are summarised in Table 6.2. 
 

Species / Species Group 
Species of Principal 

Importance? 
Summary of Potential Impacts 

Bats # 
Loss of suitable habitat, direct harm or injury, 

fragmentation, lighting. 

Hedgehog ✓ Direct harm or injury, loss of suitable habitat. 

Birds # Direct harm or injury, loss of suitable habitat. 

#: Dependent on species.  

Table 6.2: Summary of Potential Impacts on Notable Species  
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6.5 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

The desk study provided eight records of three species of invasive plants within a 1 km radius of the survey 
area. None of these species were present on site during the field survey. Wall cotoneaster was noted within 
the introduced shrub habitat on site. This species is listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). Another species of cotoneaster was also recorded within the introduced shrub 
habitat. However, as cotoneaster easily hybridizes it was not possible to identify this plant to species level 
and therefore may be considered invasive under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended). Therefore, a recommendation regarding the removal of these species has been provided in 
Section 7.4. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS  

All recommendations provided in this section are based on Middlemarch Environmental Ltd’s current 
understanding of the site proposals, correct at the time the report was compiled. Should the proposals alter, 
the conclusions and recommendations made in the report should be reviewed to ensure that they remain 
appropriate.  
 
The ecological mitigation hierarchy should be applied when considering development which may have a 
significant effect on biodiversity. The ecological mitigation hierarchy, as set out in the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF), and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) should follow these 
principles:  

• Avoidance – development should be designed to avoid significant harm to valuable wildlife habitats 
and species.  

• Mitigation – where significant harm cannot be wholly or partially avoided, it should be minimised by 
design or through the use of effective mitigation measures.  

• Compensation – where, despite whatever mitigation would be effective, there would still be 
significant residual harm, as a last resort, compensation should be used to provide an equivalent 
value of biodiversity. 

 

7.1 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

The following recommendations are made regarding nature conservation sites: 
 
R1 Chichester and Langstone Harbours/Solent Maritime Ramsar/SPA/SAC/SSSI/LNR: The 

proposed works could potentially indirectly impact upon Chichester and Langstone Harbours/Solent 
Maritime which is designated as a Ramsar/SPA/SAC/SSSI/LNR.  As such, Natural England should 
be consulted prior to any works commencing to discuss the likelihood of any impacts on this nature 
conservation site.  

 

7.2 HABITATS 

The following recommendations are made regarding the habitats present on site: 
 
R2 Habitat Loss and Enhancement: In accordance with the provision of Chapter 11 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment) and Local 
Planning Policy, biodiversity enhancement measures should be incorporated into the landscaping 
scheme of any proposed works to maximise the ecological value of the site. This will involve, for 
example: 

• Planting of habitats which will be of value to wildlife, such as: 
▪ native seed/fruit bearing species to provide foraging habitat for mammals and birds; 
▪ nectar-rich species to attract bees, butterflies and moths; 
▪ species which attract night flying insects which will be of value to foraging bats, for 

example: evening primrose Oenothera biennis, goldenrod Solidago virgaurea, 
honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum and fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica. 

• Provision of nesting/roosting habitat, such as installation of nest boxes for species such as 
house sparrow, dense scrub or native thicket for species such as song thrush, and bat boxes for 
species such as pipistrelle. 

• Inclusion of hedgehog passes under any fence lines to allow connectivity between the site and 
the wider area. 

 
R3 Trees: Any trees site, or overhanging the site, which are to be retained as a part of any proposed 

works should be protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in relation to 
design, demolition and construction - recommendations". Protection should be installed on site prior 
to the commencement of any works on site. Any trees that are removed should be mitigated within 
the landscaping design, through the inclusion of appropriate native or wildlife attracting species of 
adequate size. 
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7.3 PROTECTED / NOTABLE SPECIES  

To ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and relevant planning policy, the following recommendations 
are made: 
 
R4 Roosting and Foraging Bats: The recommendations within the Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment 

detailed in Middlemarch Environmental Report RT-MME-128692-02 should be adhered to. 
 
R5 Nesting Birds: Vegetation and building clearance should be undertaken outside the nesting bird 

season. The nesting bird season is weather dependent but generally extends between March and 
September inclusive (peak period March-August).  If this is not possible then any vegetation/ 
buildings to be removed or disturbed should be checked by an experienced ecologist for nesting 
birds immediately prior to works commencing.  If birds are found to be nesting any works which may 
affect them would have to be delayed until the young have fledged and the nest has been 
abandoned naturally, for example via the implementation of an appropriate buffer zone (species 
dependent) around the nest in which no disturbance is permitted until the nest is no longer in use. 

 
R6 Terrestrial Mammals including Hedgehog: Any excavations that need to be left overnight should 

be covered or fitted with mammal ramps to ensure that any animals that enter can safely escape.  
Any open pipework with an outside diameter of greater than 120 mm must be covered at the end of 
each work day to prevent animals entering/becoming trapped. 

7.4 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

The following recommendation is made regarding invasive plant species: 
 
R7 Cotoneaster (including Wall Cotoneaster): The works must not cause cotoneaster, including wall 

cotoneaster, to spread into the wild. The plants must either remain in situ or be removed with care 
and disposed of in an appropriate manner.  
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8. DRAWINGS 

Drawing C128692-01-01 – Phase 1 Habitat Map 
 
Drawing 5525 1103 – Proposed Site Plan 
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9. PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

  

Plate 9.1: Amenity grassland with scattered 
trees and introduced shrubs.  

Plate 9.2: Main care home building and 
hardstanding carpark.  

 

  

Plate 9.3: Other habitat – allotment area.  
 

Plate 9.4: Other habitat – filled in pond.  

 

Plate 9.5: Wall cotoneaster.  
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APPENDIX 2:  Overview of Relevant Species Specific Legislation 
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APPENDIX 1 

EU Statutory Sites 
Site Check Report Report generated on Tue Jul 24 2018 
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: SU70040631 
The following features have been found in your search area: 
Ramsar Sites (England) 
Name 
CHICHESTER AND LANGSTONE HARBOURS 
Reference 
UK11013 
Hectares 
5812.9 

Special Areas of Conservation (England) 
Name 
SOLENT & ISLE OF WIGHT LAGOONS 
Reference 
UK0017073 
Hectares 
38.03 
Hyperlink 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?eucode=UK0017073 
Name 
SOLENT MARITIME 
Reference 

UK0030059 
Hectares 
11240.83 
Hyperlink 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?eucode=UK0030059 

Special Protection Areas (England) 
Name 
CHICHESTER AND LANGSTONE HARBOURS 
Reference 
UK9011011 
Hectares 
5812.9 

Proposed Ramsar Sites (England) 
No Features found 
Possible Special Areas of Conservation (England) 
No Features found 
Possible Special Protection Areas (England) 
No Features found 

 
UK Statutory Sites 
Site Check Report Report generated on Tue Jul 24 2018 
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: SU70040631 
The following features have been found in your search area: 
Ancient Woodland (England) 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1488487 

Area (Ha) 
0.637451 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1488333 
Area (Ha) 
1.535602 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?eucode=UK0017073
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?eucode=UK0030059
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Theme ID 
1487795 
Area (Ha) 
1.174705 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 

Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1487890 
Area (Ha) 
1.196443 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1487521 
Area (Ha) 
4.971264 

Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1487282 
Area (Ha) 
0.512991 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1489660 

Area (Ha) 
0.13124 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1489383 
Area (Ha) 
6.850186 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 

Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland 
Theme ID 
1489389 
Area (Ha) 
1.13361 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient Replanted Woodland 
Theme ID 
1488854 
Area (Ha) 
0.458005 

Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient Replanted Woodland 
Theme ID 
1489282 
Area (Ha) 
3.244188 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient Replanted Woodland 
Theme ID 

1489661 
Area (Ha) 
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0.491842 
Wood Name 
Theme Name 
Ancient Replanted Woodland 
Theme ID 
1487374 

Area (Ha) 
2.001965 

Local Nature Reserves (England) 
Reference 
1008890 
Name 
FARLINGTON MARSHES 
Hectares 
119.68 
Hyperlink 
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_details.asp?themeid=1008890 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England) 
Name 
Langstone Harbour SSSI 
Reference 
1000643 
Natural England Contact 
Alexandra Jenks 
Natural England Phone Number 
0845 600 3078 
Hectares 
2085.35 
Citation 
1001182 

Hyperlink 
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1001182 

National Nature Reserves (England) 
No Features found 

 
SSSI Risk Zones 
Site Check Report Report generated on Tue Jul 24 2018 
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: SU70040631 
The following features have been found in your search area: 
SSSI Impact Risk Zones - to assess planning applications for likely impacts on SSSIs/SACs/SPAs & 
Ramsar sites (England) 
1. DOES PLANNING PROPOSAL FALL INTO ONE OR MORE OF THE CATEGORIES BELOW? 
IF YES, CHECK THE CORRESPONDING DESCRIPTION(S) BELOW. LPA SHOULD CONSULT NATURAL ENGLAND 
ON LIKELY RISKS FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
All Planning Applications 

ALL PLANNING APPLICATIONS - EXCEPT HOUSEHOLDER APPLICATIONS. 
Infrastructure 
Wind & Solar Energy 
Minerals, Oil & Gas 
Rural Non Residential 
Residential 
Rural Residential 
Air Pollution 
Combustion 
Waste 
Composting 

Discharges 
Water Supply 
Notes 
For new residential development in this area financial contributions are required to mitigate increased 
recreational disturbance on coastal SPAs and Ramsar Sites. Check with Local Planning Authority. 
GUIDANCE - How to use the Impact Risk Zones 
/Metadata_for_magic/SSSI IRZ User Guidance MAGIC.pdf 

  

http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_details.asp?themeid=1008890
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1001182
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/Metadata_for_magic/SSSI%20IRZ%20User%20Guidance%20MAGIC.pdf
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APPENDIX 2 

Overview of Relevant Species Specific Legislation 
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Bats 
Bats and the places they use for shelter or protection (i.e. roosts) receive European protection under The 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations 2017).  They receive further 
legal protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, as amended.  This protection means 
that bats, and the places they use for shelter or protection, are capable of being a material consideration in 
the planning process. 
 
Regulation 41 of the Habitats Regulations 2017, states that a person commits an offence if they: 
 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat; 

• deliberately disturb bats; or 

• damage or destroy a bat roost (breeding site or resting place).   
 
Disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely to impair their ability to survive, 
to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or in the case of animals of a hibernating or 
migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the 
species to which they belong.   
 
It is an offence under the Habitats Regulations 2017 for any person to have in his possession or control, to 
transport, to sell or exchange or to offer for sale, any live or dead bats, part of a bat or anything derived from 
bats, which has been unlawfully taken from the wild.   
 
Whilst broadly similar to the above legislation, the WCA 1981 (as amended) differs in the following ways: 
 

• Section 9(1) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any protected species. 

• Section 9(4)(a) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* damage or destroy, or 
obstruct access to, any structure or place which a protected species uses for shelter or protection. 

• Section 9(4)(b) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* disturb any protected 
species while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection.  

 
*Reckless offences were added by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.  
 
As bats re-use the same roosts (breeding site or resting place) after periods of vacancy, legal opinion is that 
roosts are protected whether or not bats are present.  
 
The following bat species are Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England: 
Barbastelle Bat Barbastella barbastellus, Bechstein’s Bat Myotis bechsteinii, Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula, 
Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus, Greater Horseshoe Bat 
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum and Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros.  
 
All bat species which occur within the county are priority species on the Hampshire Local BAP.    
 
The reader should refer to the original legislation for the definitive interpretation. 
 
Hedgehog 
Hedgehogs receive some protection under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended); this section of the Act lists animals which may not be killed or taken by certain methods, namely 
traps and nets, poisons, automatic weapons, electrical devices, smokes/gases and various others. Humane 
trapping for research purposes requires a licence. 
 
Hedgehogs are a Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England and are thus capable 
of being material considerations in the planning process. 
 
Birds 
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 places a duty on public bodies to take 
measures to preserve, maintain and re-establish habitat for wild birds. 
 
Nesting and nest building birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act WCA 1981 (as 
amended).  
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Subject to the provisions of the act, if any person intentionally:  

• kills, injures or takes any wild bird; 

• takes, damages or destroys the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built; or 

• takes or destroys an egg of any wild bird, he shall be guilty of an offence. 
 
Some species (listed in Schedule 1 of the WCA) are protected by special penalties. Subject to the provisions 
of the act, if any person intentionally or recklessly: 

• disturbs any wild bird included in Schedule 1 while it is building a nest or is in, on or near a nest 
containing eggs or young; or 

• disturbs dependent young of such a bird, he shall be guilty of an offence. 
 
Several bird species are Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England, making them 
capable of being material considerations in the planning process. 
 
Wall cotoneaster 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 provides the primary controls on the release of non-native species 
into the wild in Great Britain.  It is an offence under section 14(2) of the Act to ‘plant or otherwise cause to 
grow in the wild’ any plant listed in Schedule 9, Part II.  This list contains 36 plant species and their hybrids, 
and includes wall cotoneaster and certain other species of cotoneaster. The Infrastructure Act 2015 makes it 
possible, under certain circumstances, to compel land owners or occupiers to carry out control or eradication 
operations, or to allow them to be carried out by the issuing authority. 
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