Dear Mrs Chisnall,

RE: APP/18/00857 | Change of Use from domestic residential house to residential care
home | 216 Havant Road, Hayling Island, PO11 OLN

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above application.

Appropriate Assessment:

Please note that, recent case law (‘Sweetman II’) outlines that mitigation measures should
not be assessed through a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) to ‘screen out’ impacts
at the stage of considering Likely Significant Effects (LSE), rather avoidance/mitigation
measures should be considered through an Appropriate Assessment. Therefore in this case,
the HRA will need to move on to the Appropriate Assessment stage where
avoidance/mitigation measures to offset recreational impacts on the Solent & Southampton
Water SPA sites can be outlined.

Solent Recreation Mitigation Partnership:

This application is within 5.6km of Chichester and Langstone Harbours Special Protection
Area (SPA) and will lead to a net increase in residential accommodation. Natural England is
aware that Portsmouth City Council has recently adopted a planning policy to mitigate
against adverse effects from in-combination recreational disturbance on the Solent SPA
sites, as agreed by the Solent Recreation Mitigation Partnership (SRMP) / Bird Aware
Solent. Subject to the appropriate financial contribution being secured, Natural England is
satisfied that the proposal will mitigate against the potential recreational impacts of the
development on the site(s).

Our advice is that this needs to be confirmed by the Council, as the competent authority, via
an appropriate assessment to ensure there is no adverse effect on the integrity of the site(s)
in accordance with the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017.

Local sites and priority habitats and species:

The proposal is in close proximity to Stoke Common Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC). You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any
local wildlife or geodiversity sites, in line with paragraph 174 of the NPPF and any relevant
development plan policy. There may also be opportunities to enhance local sites and
improve their connectivity. Natural England does not hold locally specific information on local
sites and recommends further information is obtained from appropriate bodies such as the
local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or recording societies.

Water Environment:

Natural England recommends that the planning application includes a comprehensive
drainage strategy during the construction work and post-construction in line with best
practice.

Natural England recommends that all new development adopt the higher standard of water
efficiency under the Building Regulations (which equates to 110 litres /head/day including
external water use) and re-use in line with best practice. Consideration should be given to
the use of grey water recycling systems and efficient appliances.

Protected Species:

Natural England has produced standing adviceto help planning authorities understand the
impact of particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this
advice. Natural England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they
form part of a SSSI or in exceptional circumstances.



https://cornerstonebarristers.com/cmsAdmin/uploads/people-over-wind-judgment.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals

If you have any queries please let me know.

Kind regards,
Becky

Rebecca Berry

Sustainable Development Adviser
Area 13 - Dorset, Hampshire & loW
Natural England

4w Floor

Eastleigh House

Upper Market Street

Eastleigh

SO50 9YN

07552268113
02080261478

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where
wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future
generations.

Natural England offers two chargeable services — The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-
application, pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as

well as pre-licensing species advice and pre-assent and consent advice. The Pre-submission Screening
Service (PSS) provides advice for protected species mitigation licence applications.

These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early
stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later
stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment.


www.naturalengland.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/discretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/pre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species

