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Changes in ownership of sewers and lateral drains

On the 1st October 2011 responsibility for private gravity sewers and lateral drains that were
constructed and communicating with the public sewerage system prior to 1st July 2011 was
transferred to Sewerage Undertakers such as Southern Water. As a result of the transfer, the
number of sewers and lateral drains for which Southern Water is responsible has increased by
approximately 19,000 km. Many of the transferring sewers and lateral drains had not been
mapped and consequently their location and condition is unknown. Due to the absence of
detailed information about the transferred sewers and lateral drains it must be presumed that
they will be present within gardens and in land to be developed and are therefore likely be
affected by any building proposals. You should therefore assume that any sewerage that is
currently located on your land or which is discovered during the course of your work is public
apparatus and in the ownership of Southern Water unless it can be shown to be otherwise.



