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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This application is a retrospective planning application for an enclosed seating area and separate 
timber structure to be used as an office in the rear garden of 44 The High Street Emsworth. 
 
This application is in response to the letter received from Mr G Morton at Havant Borough Council 
dated 11th July 2018.  
 

The following documents will accompany the application: 
 
 18112_Design and Access Statement 
 
 (Drawings) 
 18112_01 Drawings of property as prior to proposals  
 18112_02 Drawings of property as built 
  
  
The OS extracts are to show the site location and block plan only. 
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2.0 SITE LOCATION 

2.1 Surrounding Area 

The site is located on High Street in Emsworth. 
 

  
Figure 2: Aerial Maps (from Google Maps) 

 

The site is situated within the town of Emsworth in Hampshire. Emsworth is a small, coastal town 

situated in the south eastern corner of Havant Borough and retains a vibrant District Centre which is 

well served by both road and rail public transport. The A259 runs through the town and provides 

access to both the A3 and A27 further to the north.  

The historic core of Emsworth town lies to the south of the A259. It has direct water frontage, forms 

the Conservation Area and attracts many visitors to the town. 

 
2.2 Conservation Area 
 

44 The High Street is not a listed property; however, it is located in the Emsworth Conservation Area 

and the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The Emsworth Conservation Area Character Appraisal describes the area and the High Street as 

below:  

‘Emsworth is a small coastal town situated to the east of the town of Havant, on the border of 

Hampshire and Sussex.  It is situated at the head of the western arm of Chichester Harbour and in its 

early history was an important port for the area.  Up to the 19th century it was famous for its oyster 

fishing fleet.  The Conservation Area encompasses the older part of the waterside town, which lies to 

the south of the A259, between the two historic mill ponds ……Parts of Emsworth and its 

surroundings fall within the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  The 

Conservation Area is primarily within the area defined by the old town with its medieval street layout 

centred on its 13th century square on a blunt peninsular and flanked by two mill ponds (creeks) to the 

east and the west.   

First impressions of the old town of Emsworth are that it is a small, historic harbourside town, which 

is well established and popular and with an almost ‘village’ character.  The character is basically 
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Georgian, overlaying a medieval settlement pattern, emanating from the High Street and the main 

square - St Peter’s Square.  The buildings lining the principal roads radiating from St Peter’s Square 

are invariably two and three storeys in height and situated on the back edge of the pavement.  They 

are generally closely spaced, or linked and thus when viewed within the streetscene give the 

impression of a continuous street frontage.  These factors together with the narrowness of the 

historic road framework, produces a pleasant urban character, which is added to by the curve and 

bends of many of the roads. 

The first part of High Street is a relatively short length of street leading to the old core of the town.  

The beginning is undistinguished being too wide due to highway improvements and the modern retail 

development set well back from the original building line.  The street then resumes to its former 

alignment after West Street.   On the west side of the road is a dignified three storey Georgian 

building, of grey and red brick, with an Ionic pillared doorway with an elegant fanlight, surviving 

between altered ground frontages. Opposite, is the Crown Hotel, which has a good scale and a 

pillared porch.  It dates from the 17th century and was one of Emsworth’s three coaching inns.  A 

little further along is The Ship (which dates from 1718), also a coaching inn.  High Street now widens 

at its southern end into Emsworth’s former market place (now St Peter’s Square), from which the 

town developed from the 13th century and is still a busy hub.  The buildings grouped around the 

original medieval triangular space, have a haphazard harmony with different colours and detailed 

treatments - and the streets leading off South Street and King Street – from the two south and east 

apexes and the narrowing High Street to the north are effectively closed in perspective.  But the 

visual pleasantness of the urban space (even with its street enhancements and tree) is fussy in detail, 

in part due to street furniture and road surface treatments.   

The most effective buildings fronting the space are on the west side the Clock Tower, which is well set 

back and a partial reconstruction of St Peter’s Chapel, (originally built in 1789) and the least self-

conscious, the Methodist Church of 1877 with unashamed red, black and white brickwork around 

sharply pointed openings.   On the south east corner is the former Black Dog (now a restaurant), 

although built in 1711 its original front has been replaced in the 1930s by brewer’s ‘best mock-

Tudor’.  Continuing out of the Square along High Street, another building of note on the north-side is 

No 4, the Old Pharmacy Shop, which is one of the town’s oldest buildings, recently restored’   
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3.0 DESIGN 

3.1 The Proposals 

The proposal is for two elements:   
1 - A covered outdoor seating area 
in the rear garden area which 
enables customers to sit outside. 
The simple, single storey structure 
is of steel construction with a 
louvred roof which can be closed 
in poor weather to provide users 
with protection from the 
elements.  
The three enclosing walls are 
timber clad.  Large sliding glass 
doors on the elevation 
overlooking the garden allow the 
structure to be opened up and 
allow it to feel part of the existing 
outdoor seating area. 
This structure has replaced two beach huts which were long established and in use on the site, but 
were in need of replacement. 
 

2- The proposal also includes a small timber shed to the side of the enclosed 
seating area which has a felt roof, glazing panels within the door and has been 
constructed without foundations. It is used as an office space for the café (A3).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Impact on the Conservation Area 

 
The impact on the Conservation Area is minimal as the proposed structures are not visible from the 
High Street or Queen Street, there is no change of use, the rear garden continues to be used as an 
external seating area for the café and the new structure replaces previous built structures (two beach 
huts) located in the same position. The proposed structure is simple and unobtrusive, causing no 
overlooking to surrounding properties.  

 

 
 


