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generate crime within cul-de-sacs
invariably incorporate one or more of
the following undesirable features:

* backing onto open land, railway
lines, canal towpaths etc.

« are very deep (long)
» linked to one another by footpaths.

If any of the above features are
present in a development additional
external security measures may

be required. Footpaths linking cul-
de-sacs to one another can be
particularly problematic, and in such
cases the layout may need to be
re-considered (particularly in higher
crime areas).

Footpath Design

Routes for pedestrians, cyclists

and vehicles should be integrated

to provide a network of supervised
areas to reduce crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Public footpaths should not run to
the rear of, and provide access to
gardens, rear yards or dwellings as
these have been proven to generate
crime.

Where a segregated footpath is
unavoidable, for example a public
right of way, an ancient field path

or heritage route, designers should
consider making the footpath a focus
of the development and ensure that
they are:

+ as straight as possible
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* wide
- well lit (see paragraphs 8.17 & 8.18)
+ devoid of potential hiding places

* overlooked by surrounding
buildings and activities

« well maintained so as to enable
natural surveillance along the path
and its borders.

Physical barriers may also have to
be put in place where ‘desire’ lines
(unsanctioned direct routes) place
users in danger, such as at busy road
junctions. It is important that the user
has good visibility along the route of
the footpath. The footpath should be
as much ‘designed’ as the buildings.

Where isolated footpaths are
unavoidable, and where space
permits, they should be at least

3 metres wide (to allow people to
pass without infringing personal
space and to accommodate passing
wheelchairs, cycles and mobility
vehicles). If footpaths are designated
as an emergency access route they
must be wide enough to allow the
passage of emergency and service
vehicles and have lockable barriers.

If a pedestrian subway is necessary
and there are no other alternative
routes it should be as wide and

as short as possible, well lit, with

a clear line of sight to the exit.
Chamfering the access points can
help reduce areas of concealment.
Radius (convex) entrance/exit walls
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