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 Ferry Road, Hayling Island

Hants.  PO11 0DG

Telephone (023) 9246 3419

Fax (023) 9246 7144

harbourmaster@langstoneharbour.org.uk




        LC/18b
    
        APP/17/01250

        Mr L Cairns   
     
        19 December 2017
Dear Mrs McMurray
Land east of Southmoor Lane, Havant  
Engineering works to facilitate the construction of three clay-cored sea defence embankments including: 1 no. 350m (approx.) length embankment incorporating the diversion of footpaths No. 45 and No 49, 1 no. 270m (approx) length embankment running along the north to south boundary and 1 no. 130m (approx.) length embankment to the east of Mill Lane); ground raising and associated protection works around Southern Water assets; associated drainage; and the active breach of the existing coastal sea wall to allow the creation of a dynamic inter-tidal habitat.
I refer to your letter dated 30th November 2017 and the detailed drawings viewed on the Havant Borough Council website concerning the above planning application.

The Board’s Planning Sub Committee has considered this application and has no objections to the proposals. The scheme should provide a very rare opportunity to create new intertidal, saltmarsh, and other important wildlife habitats which, if executed properly will provide genuine benefits for nature in the region.
 

I also submit the following comments on the application:

 

1. Although paths should be included in the scheme to allow people to enjoy Southmoor, the inclusion in the proposal to allow access along the spits which will be formed along the top of the existing sea defence on either side of the breach seems likely to greatly diminish the benefit to wild birds of the newly created habitats.  If access to these spits was prohibited for people and dogs then considerably less visual disturbance would occur to birds roosting or feeding upon the newly created saltmarsh area and on the mudflats south of the site.  Additionally the spits themselves could become important high tide roost sites for wintering birds; a habitat which is most urgently required within Langstone Harbour. Moving the fence restricting public access to point 4 on figure 7 (signage and information boards letting public know where right of way is) on the western side of the site would achieve a great positive impact on roosting, feeding and loafing wild bird assemblages.  The deployment of dog proof fencing in further areas of the site as proposed in the documents to reduce disturbance is strongly supported.

2. Transforming the borrow pits created during the scheme in the field west of the site into a scrape area with ponds conducive to attracting feeding and roosting birds is supported, and will assist in mitigating for loss of suitable roosting and feeding habitat which will occur as a result of the scheme.  It is not clear from the application documents how the borrow pits are going to be modified to retain water post construction.  Careful consideration should be given to this, and advice from local wildlife experts including the HIWWT and RSPB heeded in terms of creating a space which will be of genuine benefit to wildfowl and waders.

3. The proposal suggests the possibility of adding small 4 x 4m rafts to the saline lagoons which will be created within the site as roosting space for birds.  Although rafts have been employed elsewhere in Langstone Harbour as successful breeding sites for seabirds they require extensive maintenance.  The creation of small islands within the site as part of the scheme would seem a more long term and ultimately cost effective plan.

4. The documentation indicates that flood lighting will be used at the site during the construction phase. As the proposed scheme is close to the main navigation channel in Langstone Harbour which is used frequently by large aggregate vessels, it is imperative that this lighting does not hamper safe navigation.  Consultation with the Harbourmaster is essential to ensure floodlighting does not impair the ability of ship’s master to see navigation marks in the area.

Yours sincerely
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