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Michelle Houghton

From: Norton, Tristan <Tristan.Norton@hants.gov.uk>
Sent: 30 March 2017 09:07
To: Rachael McMurray
Cc: Planning and Development Shared Mailbox; Havant Auto-Reply
Subject: APP/17/00207  Tournerbury Woods, Tournerbury Lane, Hayling Island 17.0478

Dear Rachael, 
 
APP/17/00207  |  Construct vehicular track from the public highway to provide access to 
established wedding venue and holiday cottage in replacement of agriculture track subject 
to prior notification approval APP/12/01333.  |  Tournerbury Woods, Tournerbury Lane, 
Hayling Island 17.0478 
 
Thank you for consulting me on this application. Please accept my apologies for the delay in 
responding to you. 
 
The application is not accompanied by any ecological information and therefore I have carried out 
my own non-exhaustive desk-based assessment using online sources, application documents and 
recent GIS mapping. The proposals appear to entail works affecting the vegetation (grass verges 
and hedgerows) fringing the existing access track although this is unclear. If affected, such 
habitats may support legally-protected species such a nesting birds.  
 
The site is also in close proximity to sites featured within the Solent Waders & Brent Goose 
Strategy (SWBGS). These sites support bird species associated with nearby internationally-
designated sites. Given the close proximity to these sites there may be potential for construction 
activities to result in disturbance to these bird species: given the relatively limited scale of works 
this is not likely to be significant but it should be a consideration and measures to reduce noise 
disturbance within the key overwintering period of October to March may be appropriate. 
 
I would recommend that initially the applicant clarifies the extent to which existing vegetation is to 
be impacted. If there is a need to remove some of this vegetation then I would recommend that 
the applicant commissions a Phase 1 ecological survey/Preliminary Ecological Assessment which 
should be provided by a qualified ecologist (see Natural England guidance on finding a suitably-
qualified ecologist).    The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(CIEEM) (www.cieem.net) holds a database of suitably-qualified ecologists. 
 
A Phase 1 ecological survey will determine whether there is any evidence of protected species or 
whether the site offers habitat suitable for supporting protected species, and whether the 
proposed works are likely to result in impacts to those habitats or species. Unless the consultant 
is able to conclude that there is no reasonable likelihood of protected species being present (due 
to negligible potential), or that if present they are not to be impacted by the works, it is likely that 
further ecological survey work (Phase 2 survey) will be required prior to determination of the 
application. The results of any further surveys should be used to provide an assessment of the 
likely ecological impacts of the proposed works and to inform any mitigation measures.  
 
NPPF, Circular 06/2005 and Natural England Standing Advice on Protected Species, require that 
planning decisions are based on full, up-to-date ecological information and it is essential that all 
necessary survey, assessment and mitigation information is available to the LPA prior to 
determination, particularly in the case of protected species, which are a material planning 
consideration.  This will enable the LPA to determine the application on the basis of full knowledge 
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about the ecological impacts of the proposal and to ensure that any impacts can and will be 
mitigated, and are acceptable.   
 
If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tristan 
 
Tristan Norton  
 
Senior Ecologist  
Ecology Team  

Specialist Environment Services 
Economy, Transport and Environment Department  
Hampshire County Council  
Elizabeth II Court West  
The Castle, Winchester  
Hampshire SO23 8UD  
Direct Line: 01962 832335  
E-mail: tristan.norton@hants.gov.uk; www.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity  
 

 
Hampshire Services offers a range of professional consultancy services to partner organisations.  
Specialist Environment Services provides data, advice and assessments for ecology, heritage and 
landscape. 
 
www.hants.gov.uk/sharedexpertise
 Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
Please note that this advice is given in accordance with the Service Level Agreement that has been signed between 
Hampshire County Council and your Council. These comments are expressed as a professional view provided to 
Havant Borough Council and should not, therefore, be interpreted as those of Hampshire County Council. 
*** This email, and any attachments, is strictly confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended 
only for the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or other 
use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender. Any request for disclosure of this document under the Data Protection Act 1998 or Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 should be referred to the sender. [disclaimer id: HCCStdDisclaimerExt] ***  
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