	[image: image1.jpg]Hampshire & IOW
CRIME

“)0800 555 111




	Hampshire Constabulary

Chief Constable Alex Marshall QPM
	Fratton Police Station

	
	
	Kingston Crescent

	
	
	North End

	
	
	Portsmouth

	
	
	

	
	
	PO2 8BU



	Mrs. R. Hebden
Development Control

Havant Borough Council

Civic Centre Road

Havant

Hampshire

PO9 2AX
	

	
	

	
	Telephone: 101

	
	Direct dial: 023 9289 1831

	
	Fax number: 023 9289 1579

	
	Minicom: 01962 875000

	
	Email: stuart.york@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

	Our ref:
	app/12
	

	Your ref:
	APP/12/00407
	

	
	31st May 2012


[image: image2.jpg]HAMPSHIRE
CONSTABULARY

INAN
EMERGENCY
ALWAYS
CALL 999




LAND EAST OF NEW LANE AND WEST OF WARBLINGTON SCHOOL
Dear Mrs. Hebden,

Thank you for your letter of the 17th May 2012 and the opportunity to comment upon the application. Having considered the application I have the following comments to make with reference to crime prevention.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as amended by Schedule 9 of the Police and Justice Act 2006), requires all local authorities to exercise their functions with due regard to their likely effect on crime and disorder, and to do all they reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder.

The new National Planning Policy Framework makes clear the Governments continuing commitment to “create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion”.

Paragraph 132* of the publication “Guidance on Information and Requirements and Validation” states:

Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) makes clear that a key objective for new developments should be that they create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder or fear of crime does not undermine quality of life or community cohesion. Design and Access Statements for outline and detailed applications should therefore demonstrate how crime prevention measure have been considered in the design of the proposal and how the design reflects the attributes of safe, sustainable places set out in Safer Places – the Planning System and Crime Prevention (ODPM/Home Office, 2003).
*note although PPS1 has now been cancelled at this time paragraph 132 is still extant.

The design and access statement does not contain any information as to how crime has been considered during the process of developing the application; which it should do. Therefore, I can only conclude that crime and the mitigation of crime has not been considered during this process.

We are advised that the publication “Safer Places the Planning System and Crime Prevention” is not cancelled and still has status as guidance.

The road junction providing access to the development from New Lane is very close to the New Lane railway level crossing. At this point the road is narrow and there are often interruptions to the smooth flow of traffic as a result of the vehicles negotiating this narrow section of the highway. With the proposed access to the new road at this location I can conceive of several scenarios resulting in a vehicle being on the level crossing as the barriers come down. With the access to the development being in such close proximity to the level crossing there will always be the potential for a vehicle to become trapped on the level crossing. Therefore to provide for the safety of the general public I recommend that the access into the development is moved from this area of the highway. I would also suggest that the Mr. K. Joyner the Safer Roads Officer of the local Roads Policing Unit is consulted regarding this aspect of the development.

Access and Movement. Is defined as one of the seven attributes of sustainable communities within the publication “Safer Places the Planning System and Crime Prevention” which states: “places with well defined routes, spaces and entrances that provide for convenient movement without compromising security”. 

The publication “Safer Places the Planning System and Crime Prevention” gives the following advice on footpaths:
Crime and anti-social behaviour are more likely to occur if:

· Pedestrian routes are poorly lit, indirect and away from traffic

· Streets, footpaths and alleyways provide access to the rear of buildings

· There are several ways into and out of an area – providing potential escape routes for criminal activity;

Successful places have a well – defined movement framework

· A good movement framework has direct routes that lead to where people want to go by whatever means, including on foot, by cycle or public transport. This should cover the needs of all people, including the elderly and disabled.

· Routes for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles should, in most cases, run alongside on another, and not be segregated. Movement frameworks based upon ‘primary routes’ and shared spaces, remove the need for under-use alleyways, short-cuts, footpaths and a large number of minor access points that can become vulnerable to or facilitate crime.

· Where footpaths are required, they should be as straight as possible and wide, avoiding potential hiding places. They should also be overlooked by surrounding buildings and activities.

The new footpath / cycleway from Warblington will pass through this development and within the development will be the junction between this footpath and the existing Hayling Billy footpath / cycleway. 

These two routes will draw people through the development. Both of these routes appear to be well overlooked. To facilitate transiting the development these routes should be signed.

A number of crime types (including burglary and theft) are facilitated by access to the rear of the property.

The proposal shows a number of access ways to the rear of properties (plots 35 to 39 and 59 to 66 would be examples of this). These access ways can be accessed easily from the public realm. To provide for the safety and security of the residents, visitors and the property I recommend that these accesses are gated at the front building line. Ideally only two properties should be accessed from each pathway therefore, I recommend that the rear access pathways are amended to achieve this.

A footpath runs to the side of plot number 49, this path gives access to the rear gardens of plot numbers 49 to 51 and the parking area adjacent to plot number 48. This path is not overlooked which will increase the opportunities for crime. The layout of the pathway should be amended to provide overlooking and ownership of the pathway.

Any gate that gives access from a rear garden on to a rear access pathway or a car parking area should be fitted with a key operated lock that can be operated from either side of the gate.

A number of parking spaces are shown to the rear of properties (plots 56 to 58 would be examples of this), this layout encourages residents to vacate the property via the rear garden. To reduce the opportunities for crime the rear access gates should be fitted with a key operated lock that can be operated from either side of the gate.

Parking is provided throughout the development. The document “Safer Places the Planning System and Crime Prevention” states:

· Parked cars can be particularly to vulnerable crime and, unless they are in a private garage, must be overlooked.

· The most secure place to park a car is in a home’s garage, usually followed by a driveway (preferably behind gates). However, this is not always possible, especially when seeking to designing higher density residential or mixed use developments, Garages and driveways can also lead to ‘inactive frontages’.

· If there is no in-curtliage parking, parking in residential development should be provided where cars can be seen. This could mean on-street parking, which benefits from overlooking but leaves cars more vulnerable to opportunistic crime and vandalism.

· A further alternative is parking courtyards, but courtyard parking that is not adequately overlooked by capable guardians should be avoided. Courtyard parking, as with all types of communal parking, should be small in size and close to the owners, homes. Notwithstanding the need for natural surveillance, a single, gated narrow entrance will make car crime more difficult.

· Larger, typically non – residential, car parks should comply with the specification set out in ACPO’s Secured Car Parks Award Scheme.

A number of properties have parking spaces to the side of the property. To allow for surveillance of these parking areas windows should be placed in the gable end at the first floor level of the adjacent dwellings.

The garage and parking space for plot number 33 are very isolated from the dwelling which will increase their vulnerability to crime. The garage is set back from the boundary giving an area with very limited natural surveillance. To reduce the opportunities for crime consideration should be given as to how both the garage and the parking space can be provided within the boundary of the property. Gates should also be provided to secure the rear boundary.

To reduce the opportunities for vehicle crime I recommend that all parking areas are lit to British Standard 5489.

There are a number of unallocated parking spaces within the development. Parking is becoming an issue and there are a number of scenarios (parking a caravan or camper van in a spot for extended periods, a family with two or three vehicles) that can cause community tension. To reduce the opportunities for these types of issue I recommend that each parking space is allocated to its respective dwelling with any others marked as being for visitors.

The public open space within the development appears to be well overlooked. However, careful consideration will have to be given as to how the area is to be lit; too much lighting and people might gather at the location and too little and it is not easy to see what is happening.

If I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

S York

Crime Prevention Design Advisor

DISCLAIMER

This survey is based on information supplied by yourself and the current crime trends. I can only give a view on what measures might reduce the risk of crime and there can be no guarantee that the measures will prevent crime. The advice is given free with no intention of creating a contract. Neither the Home Office or the Hampshire Constabulary take any other legal responsibility for the advice given.







[image: image3.png]



[image: image1.jpg]
www.hampshire.police.uk

