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KEY PROJECT INFORMATION  

 

 Applicant:     Phillips Build 
 

 

 Architect:     MH Architects Ltd                                            
 

 

 Site Address:    Oklahoma, Long Copse Lane,   

      Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7UL 

         

 Site Area:     0.22 ha 

 

 

 
PROJECT TEAM  

                                           

 Applicant:    Phillips Build 

 

 Architect:     MH Architects Ltd      

 

 Planning Consultant:  Town & Country Planning Solutions 

 

 Topographical Survey:   Encompass Surveys    

 

 Ecology/BNG:    South Downs Ecology  

  

 Trees:    South Downs Ecology  

 

 Highways:    Paul Basham Associates                           

1.0 KEY PROJECT INFORMATION  
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M H Architects Ltd (MHA) have been commissioned by Phillips Build Limited 

to prepare a Design and Access Statement in support of a Detailed Planning 

Application for a residential development at “Oklahoma”; located on Long 

Copse Lane, Emsworth, Hampshire. The application site covers 

approximately 0.22 hectares. 

 

The proposed scheme includes: 

• Demolition of the existing "Oklahoma" dwelling 

• Construction of 5 new dwellings with associated parking; utilising existing 

access 

 

The MHA design team has thoughtfully considered the scheme with respect 

to the sensitivity of the location, which has influenced the scale, style, 

appearance, orientation, and extent of the proposed development. This 

approach ensures that the development and related external works are 

appropriately designed to harmonize with the surrounding area. 

Aerial view of the site (courtesy of Google Earth) 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 
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The site is situated less than 1 mile west of the West Sussex village of 

Westbourne. It lies along the southern edge of Long Copse Lane, a road 

running to the northern settlement edge of Emsworth, Hampshire. The site is 

occupied by a large family dwelling named ‘Oklahoma’; a five bedroom 

home with a substantial rear garden. 

 

The existing dwellings fronting Long Copse Lane form a linear pattern to the 

east of the site, and for a short distance to the west before the road turns 

sharply south towards Westbourne village. 

 

To the south east of the site lies a post war development of terraced houses, 

at Wraysbury Park Drive.  The road network here, and a series of garages, 

abut the eastern edge of the site. 

 

The northern edge of the site is partly lined with trees of varying species, 

heights and value.  These are predominantly, higher value mature oaks. 

Existing site plan and site photographs key. 

N 

3.0 SITE LOCATION  & FLOOD RISK 
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Flood Risk 

The surrounding area is at low risk 

of flooding, with the site itself not 

impacted by flooding according 

to the flood risk map. 
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4.0 SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 4  6  5 

1  3  2 

1: View of Oklahoma front elevation from access driveway 

2: View from rear garden of Oklahoma looking north towards rear elevation 

3: View of rear garden looking south-west  

4: View of neighbour (plot 6) from rear garden 

5: View of plot 6 side elevation from Oklahoma 

6: View looking east towards dwellings belonging to Wraysbury Park Drive  
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4.0 SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 10  11 

7 

 9 

 8 

7: Site access from Long Copse Lane 

8: View east across rears of dwellings along Long Copse Lane 

9: View south towards rear garden of Oklahoma 

10: View north towards access driveway 

11: View south adjacent to western boundary 

Images on this page courtesy of Encompass Surveys and Google  
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4.0 SITE CONTEXT 

The local area is characterised by a wide variety of dwelling sizes and styles, 

forming a very eclectic pattern of development. Predominantly two storeys 

in height, and forward facing onto Long Copse Lane, and enjoying 

substantial front garden spaces. 

In addition a recently completed scheme by Metis Homes further east 

along Long Copse Lane sets a precedent in terms of scale and 

appearance. 

The design team have carefully considered the styles which could be 

incorporated here and the following materials are appropriate; 

 

• Red multi face brick 

• Red stock contrast brick to details 

• Tile hanging 

• Red plain roof tiles 

• Casement windows (in white or colour to be agreed) 

• Timber boarding to ancillary structures (car barn, storage etc) 

 

All new dwellings will be two storeys in height, with traditional detailing and 

composition. Elevations and site sections have been prepared and 

accompany this application to give a flavour of the style and scale we are 

proposing. 
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5.0 DESIGN PRECEDENTS 

Flint gable front at The Shire, Westbourne 

Flint gable with brick quoins at The Shire, Westbourne 

Tile hanging with contrasting brick colours, finials and cottage casement windows 

Bay window with tile hanging Timber framed car port with hipped roof 

Gable front with tile hanging 
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A Pre-Application Enquiry (ref: GEN/23/01113) was submitted to HBC in 

December 2023, and the feedback received was generally positive. 

The response mentions that built development is supported by the local 

planning policies, particularly within the built-up area of the borough where 

the application site is located. 

Based on the material submitted, the planning officer believed that the plot 

sizes and footprints of the proposed dwellings would provide a transition 

between the more dense urban grain to the east and the looser approach 

to the west.  

The response also mentions the benefit of having two dwellings facing the 

street as  per the submitted site layout, as it would ensure the continuation of 

a street frontage. Dwellings could be satisfactorily accommodated with 

expected amenities without causing demonstrable harm to the amenities of 

the adjacent properties. 

However, a concern was raised over the creation of an improved vehicle 

access, as it had the potential to create noise and light pollution to the 

immediately adjacent property to the east—the new access could result in  

the loss of established vegetation thus creating wider views looking into the 

site. 

To help preserve the verdant character of the street frontage, the design 

team have proposed the replacement of an existing hazel tree that is to be 

removed to provide the necessary width for the vehicular access. 

As part of this full planning application, the design team have taken further 

design considerations into account, including highways safety, car parking 

provision, detailed design, ecological matters relating to enhancement and 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). 

 

6.0 PRE-APPLICATION ENQUIRY  (REF: GEN/23/01113) 

  FEEDBACK 

 

Submitted imagery for pre-application enquiry. 
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7.0 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  SITE LAYOUT  

The existing access into the site will be adapted slightly, and the low value 

hazel here will be removed with a better specimen replanted within the 

scheme for the benefit of residents and passers by. The new access road 

will run along the eastern edge of the site, feeding an area to the south. 

This allows the land to be notional subdivided into an upper area of 2no 

larger detached dwellings [and these follow the building line of the lane]; 

and a lower area of more subserviently proportioned dwellings—3no here, 

formed of a pair of semis, a detached dwelling and a detached 3 bay car 

barn. 

Privacy of neighbours is maintained throughout, and appropriately sized 

rear gardens provide private amenity to the residents. 

Trees are to be largely retained on site, although some are to be lost and 

these are of lower value.  A suitable replacement planting scheme will be 

prepared as a part of a detailed application. Please refer to 

accompanying tree survey and statement. 

The line of existing development, particularly to the east has been 

replicated within the proposed site plan, thereby extending an already 

present development pattern. 

The proposed dwellings will accord to new development criteria such as 

Nationally Described Space Standards (NDSS) and will be to minimum 

required floor areas. 

Accommodation 

The 5no. Proposed dwellings will provide the following accommodation: 

• Plot 1:  4 Bed 6 Person 

• Plot 2:  4 Bed 7 Person 

• Plots 3 & 4: 3 Bed 5 Person 

• Plot 5:  4 Bed 6 Person 
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7.0 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  SITE LAYOUT  

Parking 

Parking is generally provided as 2no spaces per dwelling. Cycle storage will 

be within private garages, garden stores (accessible via alleyways and 

gates). 

Refuse collection 

As exists, refuse will be collected by the lorry parking at the roadside and 

operatives entering site and collecting bins. A small compound will be 

placed towards the top of the new access road which residents will take 

bins to ready for collection day. A turning head is provided within the south 

of the site in front of Plots 3—5 allowing a fire appliance to enter and leave 

site in forward gear. 

Ecology and BNG 

The proposed scheme is considered to have a ‘negligible’ impact upon 

ecology. Any risk of negative impact on protected species of reptiles, birds, 

small mammals and amphibians will be avoided with mitigation and 

avoidance measures. Please refer to South Downs Ecology documents: 

GS242.Oklahoma.EclA and GS242.Oklahoma.PEA  

Trees 

Existing trees will be retained where possible. However, the proposal requires 

removal of a small number of trees to provide the necessary vehicular 

access, though these trees are considered to be of low or moderate value. 

The design will incorporate new native trees and hedge planting to 

enhance biodiversity and ensure that the privacy and character of the site is 

retained.  

Nitrates 

According to an assessment by South Downs Ecology, the proposal would 

result in a small net increase in nitrogen runoff, but would not constitute a 

significant effect. Credits to offset this would be purchased from the East 

Hampshire Warnford Park Mitigation System. 
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7.1 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  ARTIST IMPRESSIONS 
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7.2 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  STREET SCENE 
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7.3 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

Plot 1 

Facing towards Long Copse Lane, the 

front elevation of plot 1 exhibits an 

eclectic mix of materials and features, 

including flint, red brick and cottage 

casement windows, bound with brick 

detailing in the form of quoins, cills and 

lintels. 

The addition of an upper storey bay 

window and brick plinth detailing 

around the perimeter of the dwelling 

adds relief to the front elevation, 

further enhanced by fascia boards 

and finials. 

The remaining three elevations are 

faced with multi brick and bound with 

red brick quoins. 
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7.3 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

Plot 2 

Also fronting Long Copse Lane is plot 2, 

which provides a contrast from the 

adjacent plot 1 by exhibiting a toned-

down mix of materials, though still in-

keeping with the traditional style to be 

found in the local area. 

The design team have instead focused 

on enhancing the front elevation 

through form manipulation; a gabled 

front adds relief to the western side of 

the elevation, which is continued on 

the eastern side with a roof-over porch 

and bay window. 
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7.3 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

Plots 3 & 4 

Moving away from the main road, the 

design team have created a 

courtyard for the remaining three 

dwellings. Plots 3 & 4 take on the form 

of semi-detached houses, featuring tile 

hanging on the upper storey level and 

contrasted with multi brick and red 

brick on the ground level. 

The fully hipped roof ensures minimal 

impact on the neighbouring dwellings 

both within the site and outside. This 

has been enhanced with the inclusion 

of a cosmetic double-pot chimney. 
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7.3 DESIGN PROPOSAL 

  PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

Plot 5 

Elevation treatments such as 

contrasting brick detail help to 

enhance the simplistic form of plot 5. 

Further enhancements include fascia 

boards and finials that coordinate with 

the white cottage casement windows. 
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8.0 MATERIALS 

  

 5.  1. 

 7. 

3. 

 8. 

 4. 

 6. 

 2. 

 9.  10. 

1. Red and/or multi brick  

2. Red roof tiles 

3. Red hanging tiles 

4. Flint blocks with brick quoins 

5. uPVC sash windows 

6. uPVC cottage casement windows 

7. Bay window  

8. Finial detail 

9. Pitched roof porch  

10. Brick plinth detail 
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The proposed scheme, submitted for Householder Planning permission, has 

been thoughtfully designed with consideration for the existing building and 

its surrounding context. 

The architectural team collaborated closely with Havant Borough Council 

officers, taking into account all feedback received at the Pre-Application 

Enquiry.  A number of external consultants and advisors have informed the 

development of the design resulting in a scheme that both respects the 

surrounding environment and, makes efficient use of the available land. 

We respectfully request that the Officers and Members of the Council view 

this proposal favourably and grant planning permission. 

9.0 SUMMARY 
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10.0 APPENDIX I   PRE-APPLICATION ENQUIRY RESPONSE  
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10.0 APPENDIX I   PRE-APPLICATION ENQUIRY RESPONSE  
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10.0 APPENDIX II   PLANNING POLICY COMMENTS 


