HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL

	APPLICATION No.
	APP/23/01037

	LOCATION
	12 Sapphire Ridge, Waterlooville, PO7 8NY

	PROPOSAL
	Replacement and repositioning of eastern boundary 2m high fencing.

	RECOMMENDATION

	Approval, subject to conditions.

	DATE

	22nd January 2024



Reasons for Recommendation
The Council seeks to protect tree coverage in the Borough, sympathetically incorporating existing features into the overall design of the scheme including measures taken to ensure their continued survival. 

The proposed development would be for the replacement and repositioning of the eastern fence. The applicants highlight in their supporting information that no trees on site on adjoining the site are within a conservation area or subject to a Tree Preservation Order. The trees adjacent to the property are outside the site boundary (trees 1 and 2) and it is unclear who owns these trees. 

It is encouraging that the new fence holes would be dug by hand to avoid damage to the adjacent trees, but it is unclear if any works will be required to the trees to allow the works to be undertaken. It is also uncertain what measures will be undertaken to protect the trees on site e.g. any protections measure around the existing trees and measures such as adding an impermeable liner to the holes for the fence posts if using concrete at the base to avoid the highly alkaline leachate produced during the curing of wet concrete. 

Finally, the incorporation of hedgehog holes within the gravel board/base of the fence could be incorporated given the close proximity of the site to Outhurst/Inhurst/Beech Woods Site of Important Nature Conservation, but ultimately the advice of the Council ecologist would determine if this was appropriate.

If the officer is minded to grant planning permission for the application, details of tree works, tree protection and boundary treatment measures should be secured by condition and the proposed works, subject to the conditions listed below would be in accordance with Policy CS11, CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Core Strategy (2011).


Recommendation:
Approval subject to the following conditions;
a) Pruning works: 
Any required tree works to trees not subject to a Tree Preservation Order shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to commencement and pruned in accordance with the with the recommendations in British Standard BS3998:2010 (Recommendations for Tree work).
Reason:  To ensure the continuity of amenity value afforded by the trees in question and having due regard to policies CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.

b) Tree protection measures:
No development, including site clearance, shall commence on the site until a dimensioned tree protection plan in accordance with Section 5.5 and an impact and method statement detailing precautions to minimise damage to trees in accordance with Section 6.1 of British Standard BS5837: 2012 (Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction - Recommendations) have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The details of the method statement must include an assessment of the long term impact of the adjacent trees that could have a detrimental impact on the development and provide recommendations for pruning works to be undertaken that would retain the high amenity value of the trees. 
Reason: To safeguard the continued health and presence of such existing vegetation and protect the amenities of the locality and having due regard to policies CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.

c) Boundary Treatment:
The site shall not be brought into use or first occupied until details of the means of enclosure, including boundary treatments, have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.
i. The treatment of boundaries should be permeable to species such as hedgehogs (Erinacaeus europaeus) with the introduction of a minimum of 2 no 13 x 13cm ground level access 'hedgehog hole' between the application site and the land to the east to enable connections and prevent the fragmentation of habitat
ii. The development shall be implemented in accordance with the details approved as part of this condition before first occupation or the use is commenced and retained as such thereafter.
Reason: To ensure a satisfactory appearance to the development and preserve/enhance site biodiversity in accordance policy CS11, CS16 and DM8 of the Havant Borough Core Strategy (2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework.


