
APP/24/00618 - 21 Mengham Road, HI – Env Health Contamination Consultation Response: 

Presumably this is Class MA development, so contamination will be a material consideration too.  The site adjacent is associated with retail sales of petroleum from prior to ’66, below ground fuel tanks are expected to have been present.

Ground conditions would need to be confirmed if there was a ground floor accommodation proposed, to ensure no vapour risk.  Hydrocarbons in/on groundwater could pose a risk to potable water pipes – it’s not likely that the existing supply is via a PVC or MDPE pipe given the age of the building (1952 expected, meaning cast iron is likely), however this is a possible exposure route for new long-term chronic exposure that is materially different to exposure to water at a commercial property (e.g. as an employee).

As this is the only plausible exposure route, I’m not sure that the usual Contamination condition would be justified/proportionate, especially as the most reliable means of determining risk would be to simply test the existing supply.   We could rely on Building Control (doc C – resistance to contaminants), though in practice this probably won’t come up.  A limited condition relating specifically to the potable supply pipework would be more focussed, and would be for reasons of contamination risk: 

Prior to the commencement of development hereby approved (other than any site clearance partial demolition and consequential works for the purpose of ensuring structural stability), the existing water supply shall be tested for a comprehensive chemical suite in accordance with UKWIR Guidance (Report Ref: 10/WM/03/21) and the test results submitted for approval by the LPA.  Where it appears that the potable supply might be affected by a significant contaminant, a scheme of mitigation and remedial work must also be submitted, demonstrating how it will be ensured that that the water supply will be made & demonstrated to be wholesome within the meaning of SI 2016/614 Regulation 4.  Any mitigation and remedial scheme agreed in accordance with this condition must then be implemented in full, prior to the first occupation of the hereby approved residential flats, to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: Contaminants may be present at the site as a result of previous land uses (&/or activities) on adjacent land, which could be capable of penetrating potable supply pipework and affecting the quality of supply to the detriment of the health of future occupants.  In line with the objectives of policy DM10 of the Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy) 2011, DM17 of the Havant Borough Local Plan (Allocations) [2014], and paragraphs 189-191 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2023, to ensure that neither the development nor it’s future occupants are placed at unacceptable risk from soil contamination.



