[image: J:\HBC\Other\Shared\Shared\HBC LOGOS\HBC Logo Text Only Jpeg.JPG]

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
Screening and Appropriate Assessment (AA)

PLEASE NOTE:  Undertaking the HRA process is the responsibility of Havant Borough Council as the Competent Authority for the purpose of the Habitats Regulations. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose.

	HRA drafting date:
	25/10/24

	HRA completion date:
	

	Application reference:
	APP/24/00610

	Application address: 
	66/67 Bath Road

	Application description:
	Installation of Glass and Aluminium extensions to raise the existing flood defence wall by 330mm.

	Lead Planning Officer:
	Robert Riley

	Please note that all references in this assessment to the ‘Habitats Regulations’ refer to The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

	

	Stage 1 - details of the plan or project

	European site potentially impacted by planning application, plan or project:
	· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) 
· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Ramsar site
· Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
· Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area (SPA)
· Solent and Southampton Water SPA
· Solent and Southampton Water Ramsar
· Portsmouth Harbour SPA
· Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar
· Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC
(Hereafter known as the Solent European Sites)

	Is the planning application directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site (if yes, Applicant should have provided details)?
	No. The development consists of amendments to existing flood defence barriers, which is neither connected to nor necessary to the management of any European site.

	Are there any other projects or plans that together with the planning application being assessed could affect the site?
	Yes. All new housing development within 5.6km of the Solent SPAs is considered to contribute towards an impact on site integrity in combination with other development in the Solent area due to increase in recreational pressure.

All new housing development that would drain to the Budds Farm or Thornham Wastewater Treatment Works due to increase in nitrogen deposition leading to a reduction in water quality.

The PUSH Spatial Position Statement (https://www.push.gov.uk/work/planning-and-infrastructure/push-position-statement/) sets out the scale and distribution of housebuilding which is being planned for across South Hampshire.

	

	Stage 2 - HRA screening assessment

	Screening under Regulation 63(1)(a) of the Habitats Regulations – The Applicant to provide evidence so that a judgement can be made as to whether there could be any potential significant impacts of the development on the integrity of the SPA/SAC/Ramsar.

	Would the proposal lead to a likely significant effect on European site integrity? 

Yes, although the site is not within or adjacent to the European sites being considered, it is nevertheless adjacent to Emsworth Mill Pond which is itself hydrologically linked to the European sites. There is subsequently a potential likely significant effect on the European sites due to loss/degradation of supporting habitats via construction phase pollution and disturbance of European site qualifying species via noise and visual disturbance.

(If yes, continue to Stage 3).

	Stage 3 - Appropriate Assessment

	Appropriate Assessment under Regulation 63(1) - if there are any potential significant impacts, the applicant must provide evidence showing avoidance and/or mitigation measures to allow an Assessment to be made.  The Applicant must also provide details which demonstrate any long-term management, maintenance and funding of any solution.

	A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) (October 2024) has been submitted by the applicant. This document includes details of proposed measures to avoid impacts on the European sites and other associated ecological receptors:

· The property is accessed off Bath Road. Bath Road will remain accessible to vehicles and pedestrians at all times. All materials will be stored on site at all times.

· The works to the existing retaining wall to the Mill Pond will not require any heavy plant or any machinery for the construction, nor will any heavy plant or any machinery enter the Mill Pond. All the work will be done by hand. The only machinery required is a concrete mixer to enable a total of c.240 concrete blocks to be laid. Glass panels will be inserted into the aluminium supports by hand using suction devices.

· There will be no excavation on this site as there are no foundations required.  All building is on top of what exists already.

· The construction of the wall is using dense concrete blocks 440mm * 215mm * 100mm which is how the existing wall is built. These blocks are laid flat and bedded on 10mm concrete having first removed the existing coping stone.  After all three course are complete the coping stone is replaced on top. The exposed faces of the concrete blocks are then rendered in concrete.

· Any materials which are residual to this process will be carefully removed from site with specific regard to locations next to the willow tree and also next to the Millpond. Note that there is a wide ledge on the outside of the existing wall which will prevent any materials from falling into the Millpond.
 
Spill of materials into the Millpond during construction

· There is a wide ledge on the outside of the existing wall which will prevent any materials from falling into the Millpond.

· There are no specific measures that need to be taken to mitigate potential environmental impacts due to noise or vibration. Drilling for fixings will be inside the centre of the existing wall.

· Working Hours will be limited to between 08:00 and 16:30 Monday to Friday

Dust Management

· Water will be used to suppress dust in the event that a number of concrete blocks need to be cut.

· All work with the aluminium channel and glass will be carried out off site other than fitting it onto the existing wall

· Materials such as sand and concrete will be covered when not being used.

Soil and water protection

· It is not considered that any erosion of soil will take place and therefore no sediment control measures are necessary.

· No liquids other than water will be used on site, so spills do not need to be considered 

Monitoring and Reporting

· Regular site inspections will be made by the project manager to ensure that all points detailed above will be adhered to. 

· Environmental performance will also be monitored with particular reference to ensuring no material whatsoever finds its way into the Millpond.

· Any incidents will be reported and investigated in a timely manner.

Review and update

· The CEMP will be reviewed and updated on a weekly basis to ensure its effectiveness.




	Stage 4 – Summary of the Appropriate Assessment (To be carried out by the Competent Authority (the local planning authority) in liaison with Natural England

	It is considered that the proposed development could result in a potential likely significant effect on the Solent European sites via construction phase pollution and noise and visual disturbance.  

Based on the submitted CEMP and Havant Borough Council’s own appropriate assessment, it is considered that the standard construction control measures outlined above would be sufficient to avoid the potential likely significant effect. 


	Natural England Officer:

	Summary of Natural England’s comments:

NO OBJECTION
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not 
have significant adverse impacts on statutory designated sites and has no objection (Natural England, 18 September 2024). 
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