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For the attention of the Case Officer, 

 
Planning reference: GEN/24/00497 & APP/24/00204 01 
Site location: Land at Bedhampton Pumping Station, Meyrick Road, Havant 
Proposal: Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Opinion for a battery 
energy storage system (BESS) & Application for the approval of Reserved Matters 
in respect of Shaft 1 (the Phase 1 Scheme) pursuant to Condition 2 of the outline 
planning permission under planning reference APP/20/00991 dated 15th October 
2021 for the Pipeline from Bedhampton Springs to Havant Thicket Reservoir. 
 
Consultation response:  No objection - comments to note. 
 
Thank you for consulting the Hampshire Countryside Service (the Service) as 
Highway Authority in respect of Public Rights of Way (PROW) and Commons 
Registration Authority. We also manage Country Parks and Countryside Sites 
throughout Hampshire. Please accept this as our response to the above application 
taking into account the material considerations relating to PROW, Commons and 
impacts to Hampshire County Council (HCC) Country Parks and Countryside Sites. 
 
Site Context: 
 

• Havant Footpath 34 (FP34) runs along the western and southern boundary of 

the proposed development site, where it continues south towards the A27. 

• Havant Footpath 34 forms part of the Wayfarers Walk, a promoted walking 

route. 

• It is noted that the site is not situated in a material proximity to any 
Hampshire County Council Countryside sites.  
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A copy of the Definitive Map of Rights of Way and Definitive Statement and 
Countryside Sites can be found at 
https://maps.hants.gov.uk/rightsofwaydefinitivemap/ and 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/definitivemap   
 
 
Commentary: 
 
The Service recognises that the red line boundary of Shaft 1 (the Phase 1 Scheme) 
and the subsequent proposal has no direct impact upon the PROW – although it is 
advised that the case officer evaluates the redline boundary as currently proposed 
due to other areas beyond this boundary likely to be impacted by this Phase 1 
proposal. However, the Service raises concerns, and as such, awareness to the 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) when considering the current and future impacts on 
the surrounding Highways; in this case FP34: 

 
▪ The site is within close proximity to FP34 which will have transient views of 

the proposals. - We have concerns of the visual impact and the view from 

FP34; 

 

▪ Future plans for pipe work and development around, on or over FP34 is 

proposed. The Service raises significant concerns over the future public 

safety ad priority of PROW users as a result of these proposals, with the 

expectation that these are evaluated and addressed accordingly, when 

revieing this application and impending proposals. 

The Applicant and LPA should be reminded that public users of the PROW network, 
including Footpath 34, have priority use of these routes, and their safe and 
unimpeded passage is to be assured throughout the construction and occupation of 
any development. All development shall include protection and enhancement of the 
PROW network in accordance with Paragraph 104 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF).   
  
In the interest of raising Highways awareness at this initial stage, we request that 
the following Informatives are added to any permission, should it be granted: 
 
Informatives: 
 
1. Where Public Rights of Way are close to application sites or are used for 

access to the development site, applications must show these Rights of Way 

on the submitted plans and detail how they will be accommodated within the 

proposals. Government guidance requires that applications should not be 

validated unless such a plan has been submitted.  

 

2. Nothing connected with the development, or its future use, shall have an 

adverse effect on the Public Rights of Way, which must always remain 

available for safe public use at all times. 
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3. Should the developer identify the need to temporarily close a PROW, they 

should follow the guidance on the Hampshire County Council website. This 

includes further information on the duties as a land owner and/or developer, 

found at Landowners guide to public rights of way | Hampshire County Council 

(hants.gov.uk).  

 

4. No vehicles (including builder’s and contractor’s), machinery, equipment, 

materials, spoil, scaffolding, or anything else associated with the works, use, or 

occupation of the development, shall be left on or near to a Public Right of 

Way as to cause obstruction, hindrance, or a hazard to the legitimate users. 

The public retain the right to use the public right of way at all times. 

 

5. The grant of planning permission does not entitle developers to obstruct a 

public right of way. The diversion or stopping up of footpaths, bridleways and 

restricted byways is a separate process which must be carried out before the 

paths are affected by the development. It cannot be assumed that because 

planning permission has been granted that an Order under section 257 of the 

town and Country Planning Act will invariably be made or confirmed. 

Development, in so far as it affects a right of way, must not be started and the 

right of way should be kept open for public use, unless or until the necessary 

order has come into effect. 

 

6. All vehicles that would be legitimately accessing the site via a Public Right of 

Way should give way to public users, which could include horse-riders and 

cyclists, at all times. In cases with legitimate vehicular access a Construction 

Traffic (or Environmental) Management Plan (CTMP) should be submitted to, 

and approved by, Hampshire Countryside Service as Highway Authority prior 

to any approval by the Planning Authority, and prior to commencement, to 

ensure the protection of biodiversity and public safety. 

 

7. There must be no surface alterations to a Public Right of Way without the 

consent of Hampshire County Council as Highway Authority. Planning 

permission under the Town and County Planning Act (1990) does not provide 

this and separate consent is required. To carry out any such works without this 

permission would constitute an offence under Section 131 of the Highways Act 

(1980). 

 

8. No works to the surface of the Public Right of Way shall be carried out without 

prior approval of the Area Countryside Access Manager. Any damage caused 

to the surface of the Public Right of Way by construction traffic will be required 

to be restored to the satisfaction of the Area Countryside Access Manager on 

the completion of the build.  

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/landowners
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Yours sincerely, 
 
Grant Mintram 
Countryside Planning Officer 
Hampshire Countryside Service 


