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The Portsmouth Water Catchment Management Team have reviewed this planning
application from a groundwater quality protection perspective and have provided the
following comments.

Site setting

The site is located within Source Protection Zone 1c (SPZ1C) of the groundwater catchment
for an essential public water supply source. SPZ1C relates to subsurface activity only, where
the Chalk aquifer is confined and may be impacted by deep drilling activities. Subterranean
activities such as deep drainage solutions and/or piling may pose a risk to groundwater quality
at the local public water supply source. The confined aquifer is of high sensitivity and
consequently all measures to prevent pollution during and post construction are required in
order to safeguard the local public water supply.


http://www.portsmouthwater.co.uk/

Recommended Planning Conditions

Portsmouth Water request that the following conditions are considered by the Local Planning
Authority for development on this site to reduce the potential risks posed to groundwater and
our resource as a result of the proposed development:

Unidentified contamination

If, during development, contamination not previously identified is found to be present at the
site then the local planning authority must be notified immediately. No further development
(unless otherwise agreed in writing with the local planning authority in consultation with
Portsmouth Water) shall be undertaken in that phase until the developer has submitted and
had approved a site investigation, risk assessment and remediation strategy report, detailing
how to mitigate the contamination identified. The remediation strategy approved by the local
planning authority shall be implemented in full before development in that phase
recommences.

Reason - To ensure that risks from land contamination to drinking water supplies are
remediated.

Pilling

No piling or any other foundation construction using penetrative methods shall be carried out
other than with the express written consent of the local planning authority in consultation
with Portsmouth Water. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the
approved details. The method statement should detail the equipment, methodology, grout,
control measures and monitoring that will be implemented to ensure there is no increased
risk to controlled waters or drinking water supplies.

Reason - Piling or any other foundation construction methods using penetrative methods
could allow hazardous substances and non-hazardous pollutants to enter groundwater by for
example, mobilising contamination and creating preferential pathways. Thus, it should be
demonstrated that any proposed piling:

a. Will not result in contamination of groundwater. This is in accordance with National
Planning Policy Framework paragraph 109.

b. Nor any increased risk to drinking water supplies (including turbidity).

c. Nor deterioration in the transmissivity of the aquifer

Construction environmental management plan

No development shall start on site until a construction environmental management plan
(CEMP) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority in
consultation with Portsmouth Water detailing all pollution mitigation measures to be adopted
during the construction phase. This should include management of overland runoff, storage
of hazardous materials, chemical and hydrocarbons on site and temporary drainage
infrastructure to ensure that water resources are not put at risk from leaks or spillages.

Reason- Fugitive emissions from the site during construction could pose a significant threat to
groundwater and therefore the local public water supply source.



Further information

A former petrol station lies next to the site and the historical activities and storage of fuel
may have caused contamination and migrated on to your site. We therefore recommend
that you undertake investigations to address this so as to eliminate any future risks to water
quality and human health.
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