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Date: 13 June 2022 
Our ref:  395479 
Your ref: APP/20/01064 
  

 
 
Lesley Wells 
Havant Borough Council 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
  

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

 
Dear Lesley 
 
Planning consultation: Amended/Additional Information: Proposed 4 No. dwellings together with 
associated works 
Location: The Bus, Avenue Road, Hayling Island, PO11 0LX 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 01 June 2022 which was received by Natural 
England on the same date.   
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 
 
DESIGNATED HABITATS SITES – NO OBJECTION SUBJECT TO SECURING APPROPRIATE 
MITIGATION 
 
This advice should be taken as Natural England’s formal representation on appropriate 
assessment given under regulation 63(3) of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017 (as amended). You are entitled to have regard to this representation. 
 
With regard to European Sites, Natural England does not object to the granting of this 
permission subject to the advice given below. 
 
Nitrogen Neutrality 
Your appropriate assessment, dated 1st June 2022, concludes that your authority is able to 
ascertain that the proposal will not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the sites in 
question. Having considered the assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for all 
identified adverse effects that could potentially occur as a result of the proposal, Natural England 
advises that we concur with the assessment conclusions.  
 
Your authority has measures in place to manage potential impacts through contributions to an 
agreed strategic solution which we consider to be ecologically sound. Natural England is of the view 
that if these measures, including contributions to them, are implemented, they will be effective and 
reliable in preventing harmful effects on the Habitats Site(s) for the duration of the proposed 
development.  
 
This advice is provided on the basis that all mitigation measures will be secured as planning 
conditions or obligations by your authority to ensure their strict and timely implementation for the full 
duration of the development. Your authority should be assured that proposed financial contribution 
rates are proportionate to the identified effects of the proposed development, suitably precautionary, 
and in line with the Retail Price Index, where relevant. Provided that your authority is assured and 
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satisfied that the budget calculations are suitably precautionary and accurately reflect the proposal, 
then Natural England raise no concerns with regard to the nutrient budget.  
 
Solent recreation mitigation 
This application is within 5.6km of Chichester & Langstone Harbours SPA and will lead to a net 
increase in residential accommodation.  Natural England is aware that Eastleigh Borough Council 
has adopted a planning policy to mitigate again adverse effects from recreational disturbance on the 
Solent SPA sites, as agreed by the Solent Recreation Mitigation Partnership (SRMP). 
  
The Appropriate Assessment has taken this into consideration, therefore, providing the appropriate 
mitigation is secured by any approval, Natural England are satisfied that the applicant has mitigated 
against the potential adverse effects of the development on the integrity of the European site, and 
has no objection to this aspect of the application. 
 
SPA functionally linked land  
The proposals are in close proximity to and have the potential to affect SPA functional land, which 
forms part of a network of terrestrial sites located outside of the Solent SPAs boundaries used by 
SPA species (including qualifying features and assemblage species) as alternative areas for 
roosting and foraging. These sites support the functionality of the designated sites and are therefore 
protected in this context. The site affected H102 is identified as a Secondary Support Area in the 
Solent Wader and Brent Goose Strategy. 
  
As a result, Natural England advise that best practice measures are adopted during construction to 
limit noise and visual disturbance to the adjacent sensitive habitat. Natural England advises that a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be submitted to and approved in 
writing by your retained ecologist that identifies the steps and procedures that will be implemented 
to avoid or mitigate constructional impacts on the adjacent Chichester and Langstone Harbours 
SPA, Ramsar and the SPA’s functional land mentioned above.  
  
The CEMP should address the following impacts: 
  

• Noise/visual/vibrational impacts 
• Visual screening (for SPA birds)  
• Storage of construction materials/chemicals and equipment; 
• Dust suppression 
• Chemical and/or fuel run-off from construction into designated sites 
• Waste disposal.  

  
The CEMP should ensure there is no percussive piling or works with heavy machinery (i.e. plant 
resulting in a noise level in excess of 69dbAmax – measured at the sensitive receptor) to be 
undertaken during the bird overwintering period (i.e. October to March inclusive). The sensitive 
receptor is the nearest point of the SPA or any SPA supporting habitat (e.g. high tide roosting site).  
  
This detail should be included in the Appropriate Assessment to ensure there is no adverse impact 
from the construction work on the adjacent designated sites and its functional land. 
 
Please note that if your authority is minded to grant planning permission contrary to the advice in 
this letter, you are required under Section 28I (6) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) to notify Natural England of the permission, the terms on which it is proposed to grant it 
and how, if at all, your authority has taken account of Natural England’s advice. You must also allow 
a further period of 21 days before the operation can commence. 
 
Further general advice on consideration of protected species and other natural environment issues 
is provided at Annex A.  
 
For any queries regarding this email, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this 
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
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Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rachael Clemson 
Sustainable Development Lead Adviser 
Thames Solent Area Team 
Natural England 


