Heritage Team Response 
Date – 18/1/2023
APP/22/01141 – 10 Spring Gardens, Emsworth 
Background
The application site is located in Spring Gardens which is located to the rear of the High Street in Emsworth and within the Emsworth CA. Spring Gardens comprises a group of modern style housing built in the 1980’s which is set back from the main historic High Street, but designed with a traditional style character. 
The application site forms a mid-terrace, two-storey dwelling with dark framed windows and white painted render. The rear of the property backs on a car park serving Pelhma Terrace which is also a modern development. 
Proposal
Installation of 6 solar panels on the front roof and 6 solar panels on the back roof. Panels will be black and photovoltaic. 

Legislative and Policy Context 
When assessing the proposal, the following legislation and policy context is taken in consideration. 
Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires planning authorities, when considering whether to grant planning permission for development which affects a Conservation Area, to have special regard to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character and appearance of that area.
Local Planning Policies 
Policy CS11 (Protecting and Enhancing the Special Environment and Heritage of Havant Borough) states that planning permission will be granted for development that:
“Protects and where appropriate enhances the borough’s statutory and non-statutory heritage designations by appropriately managing development in or adjacent to conservation areas, listed buildings, scheduled ancient monuments, historic parks and gardens, archaeological sites, buildings of local historic or architectural interest”.
Policy CP16 (High Quality Design) (1a) of the Core Strategy states that “Planning permission will be granted for development that is designed to a high standard, which helps to create places where people want to live, work and relax. All development should demonstrate that its design:
Identifies and responds positively to existing features of natural, historic or local character within or close to the proposed development site”.
Policy DM20 of the Allocations Plan states that planning permission will be granted for development proposals that conserves and enhances the historic assets of Havant. It also states that application which affect, or have the potential to affect, heritage assets are expected to provide a Heritage Statement that: 
1. Describe the significance of the asset and its setting, using appropriate expertise
and where necessary original survey, at a level of detail proportionate to its
significance and sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal.

2. Sets out the impact of the development on the heritage assets and mitigation that is
proportionate to the impact and the significance of the heritage asset, including
where possible positive opportunities to conserve and enjoy heritage assets.
Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan 
The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan has now been adopted and has relevant policies which are applicable to this application: 
Policy H1 – Design and Heritage 
Policy H2 – Heritage Appraisals 
Assessment 

The proposal is to erect 6no, black solar panels on both the front facing and rear facing roof slopes. These will be arranged in a ‘U’ shape on the roof slopes. 

Solar panels are already visible on No. 16 Spring Gardens on the front / side facing roof slope. Whilst these are highly visible within the context of the streetscene and this part of the conservation area, they do not cover the entire roof slope and the architectural character of the property is still visible.  

The solar panels proposed for No. 10, will still retain the visibility of the existing roof slope and the muted black finish of the panels would be less noticeable than steel finish versions. 

Overall it is considered that the proposal would meet the test set out in Section 72 of the 1990 TCPA and would meet the requirements of the relevant local plan policies. 

Conclusion 
NO OBJECTION 
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