
Dear Lesley, 
 
Application Ref: APP/21/00834 | 7No. accommodation units, 4 x studio flats, 2 x 2 bedroom flats & 1 
x 1 bedroom flat. provision of access parking, refuse/recycling, garden boundaries, land scaping and 
cycle store facilities located at Land adj 9-12 Stone Square, Havant, PO9 2DZ. 
Our Ref: 401470 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above application.  
 
Natural England notes that your authority, as competent authority, has undertaken an appropriate 
assessment of the proposal, in accordance with regulation 63 of the Conservation of Species and 
Habitats Regulations 2017 (as amended). Natural England is a statutory consultee on the appropriate 
assessment stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment process, and a competent authority 
should have regard to Natural England’s advice. 
 
Your appropriate assessment concludes that your authority is not able to ascertain that the proposal 
will not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the European sites in question. Having 
considered the assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for any adverse effects, Natural 
England concurs with the conclusion you have drawn that it is not possible to ascertain that the 
proposal will not result in adverse effects on site integrity. Natural England advises that the proposal 
does not provide enough information and/or certainty to enable adverse effects on site integrity to 
be ruled out.     
 
Regulation 63 states that a competent authority may agree to a plan or project only after having 
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the European site, subject to the 
exceptional tests set out in regulation 64 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017 (as amended). As the conclusion of your Habitats Regulations Assessment states that it cannot 
be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the European site, your 
authority cannot permit the proposal unless it passes the tests of regulation 64; that is that there are 
no alternatives and the proposal must be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest.   
 
Best wishes,  
 
Max Glasser 
Pronouns: He / Him 

Adviser 
Natural England 

 
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 
https://twitter.com/NEThamesSolent 
https://www.facebook.com/NEThamesSolent/ 
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