
Dear Mr. Oliver, 
 
Planning Application APP/21/00827 9 East Street, Havant, PO9 1AA 
 
Thank you for your consultation. The site lies within the historic core of Havant and within an 
area of high archaeological importance. This area of Havant has been settled since at least 
the Roman period, with projected  course of a Roman road either passing through, or close 
to, the site. It is likely that important archaeological remains relating to the development of 
Havant will be encountered during development. These origins are likely to include Roman 
settlement (likely focused on the nearby crossroad of two roman roads), and Saxon and 
medieval  development of the town. Although the current building on site may have impacted 
some archaeological deposits, earlier deposits (possibly related to the Roman occupation of 
Havant) are likely to survive at a depth below the level of previous impact.  
 
I believe this is an appropriate method for approaching the site’s archaeological issues and 
endorse this document to you. As such, while there is no indication that archaeology would 
present an overriding concern, I would advise that the  assessment, recording and reporting 
of archaeological deposits be secured by suitably worded conditions attached to any 
planning consent that may be granted. For example: 
 

1) That no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological evaluation in accordance with 
Written Scheme of Investigation that has been submitted to and approved by the 
Planning Authority. 
Reason: To assess the extent, nature and date of any archaeological deposits that 
might be present and the impact of the development upon these heritage assets. 

2) That no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the 
implementation of a programme  of archaeological mitigation of impact, based on the 
results of the trial trenching, in accordance with a  Written Scheme of Investigation 
that has been submitted to and approved by the Planning Authority. 
Reason: To mitigate the effect of the works associated with the development upon 
any heritage assets and to ensure that information regarding these heritage assets is 
preserved by record for future generations. 

3) Following completion of archaeological fieldwork a report will be produced in 
accordance with an approved programme submitted by the developer and approved 
in writing by the local planning authority  setting out and securing appropriate post-
excavation assessment, specialist analysis and reports, publication  and public 
engagement. 
Reason: To contribute to our knowledge and understanding of our past by ensuring 
that opportunities are taken to capture evidence from the historic environment and to 
make this publicly available. 

 
I note that while the Heritage Statement submitted with the application does not address 
below ground archaeology, a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for archaeological 
evaluation has also been submitted. There are two issues within the WSI that I would like to 
address. First, the figures contain multiple red line boundaries, inconsistent with the site 
boundaries shown in the submitted plans. Secondly, the methodology indicates that 
excavation will stop at the top deposit. This does not reflect the nature of the deep urban 
stratigraphy that is likely to be encountered and will not allow for a full evaluation of the 
deposits likely to be affected by the proposed development. For these reasons I cannot 
endorse the submitted WSI. I am aware that subsequent to making similar comment to the 
applicant’s archaeologist an updated WSI was prepared which addressed these concerns 
and which if submitted to planning authority I would be happy to endorse. I recommend that 
the applicant seek some clarification on this point from their archaeological advisors. 
 



Yours sincerely, 
 
Thom Hayes BA(Hons) MRes, ACIfA 
Senior Archaeologist  
 
Hampshire County Council 
Specialist Environmental Services 
Economy, Transport and Environment Department  
Elizabeth II Court West, The Castle, Winchester SO23 8UD  
Email: thom.hayes@hants.gov.uk 
Phone: 0370 779 3795 
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