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Adam Knibb Architects were appointed to carry out an appraisal study for a 
new rear extension and house refurbishment to Littlemead Cottage, 112 West 
Lane, Hayling Island. The clients wish to increase internal space, storage and 
make sense of a useful link to the garden and views to facilitate a modern living 
lifestyle.

Following initial discussions the client requested a full design interrogation into 
possible ideas for a complete solution. The conclusion of this has been subse-
quently taken forward into a planning application.

This document presents the proposal for consideration.

1.0  E X E C U T I V E   S U M M A R Y



2.0  T H E  S I T E

‘Littlemead Cottage’ is a mid-size detached house 
set along side its larger sister house ‘Littlemead’, 
both which are private homes situated on Hay-
ling Island. The house, occupying the North East 
corner of the main site, faces on a North/South 
axis with a large ‘front’ garden as the main usable 
space with the more extensive views facing North.

The house receives sunlight throughout the day and 
is overlooked only by the surrounding trees and fields.

The existing house is in need of considerable reno-
vation or replacement. The proposal seeks to cre-
ate a house that is of a discrete nature, makes 
use of the views to the fields, is of minimal im-
pact and provides fun/enjoyment for all the family.

Fresh thinking and a new approach to a layout will be able 
to provide communal spaces linked with private ones.

Existing house

Aerial view of site



2.1  S I T E  A N A L Y S I S
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2.4  F L O O D  R I S K
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2.4  S I T E  P H O T O S



Previous Planning Applications

3.0  S U R R O U N D I N G  P L A N N I N G

Granted Planning Permission Images:



3.1  P L A N N I N G  G U I D A N C E

Policy CS16 extracted from the Havant Borough Council Borough Design
Guide Supplementary Planning Document, December 2011



4.0  P R O P O S A L S
4.1  T H E  C O N C E P T

The proposed design looks to integrate all the various design factors re-
quired in to a spacious living arrangement. The back bone of the design is 
to link movement from public areas through to private areas in the form of 
designed elements that use visual barriers rather than physical blockades.

From the arrangement diagram below the spaces have been linked to flow from 
a central point giving community yet privacy, with adaptable and flexible spaces.



4.2  O R I E N T A T I O N   T O   V I E W S

Taking influence from the surrounding 
Island the design looks to base itself on 
the tradition of sailing and local geology.

A conceptual approach of looking at 
the marine history on Hayling and into 
Ned’s life led to the proposal being ori-
entated to Magnetic North, something 
which sailors use even to this day.

This orientation allows the views 
to be extended across the North 
fields and hills towards Portsmouth.

Using the compass points one can start 
to see a pin-wheel division emerge. 
This, when paired with the sun path 
over the site, breaks up each area for 
different functions or amenity spaces.

As seen in the following pages the 
compass points become a spine to 
the plan whilst the accommodation 
‘hangs’ off to create unique spaces.

Combined with this concept, the 
geological history lends itself to a po-
etic idea: most of Hayling is built on 
a London Clay formation, this in turn 
is used not only in clay bricks but 
also pottery (a lovely little reminder 
of Bubbles’ time there). So  it would 
be fitting if the compass  points (the 
spine) were solid clay brick walls 
running through the design and 
through the heart of the building.



4.3  M A T E R I A L S

The material selection for the project has 
taken influence from the existing surroundings 
whilst providing a contemporary stance to 
reflect design and architecture from this time. 

Silvered timber cladding will enhance the 
project’s relationship will the exterior spaces, 
minimising the overall impact and therefore 
allowing it to blend in across the site. Timber 
cladding will be left to naturally silver to create 
a timeless exterior and making it less austere 
in its surroundings.

The retention of the original red brick maintains 
the relationship between the propoposal and 
the surrounding existing buildings, whilst the 
simple use of glass allows views from the 
property and natural light into it.

This simple palette of materials gives a unique 
and defined building.



4.4  F L O O R  P L A N S
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4.5  F L O O R  P L A N S
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4.6  F L O O R  P L A N S
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4.7  E L E V A T I O N S
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4.8  E L E V A T I O N S
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5.0  A C C E S S  S T A T E M E N T

Flush thresholds will be provided for all 
principle points of access to the building 
including access to the immediate external 
terrace.

Provision of WC has been provided at 
ground floor (entry) level.

Minimum door widths are 900mm clear 
providing accessibility for both ambulant 
disabled and wheelchair users alike. Living 
areas have been designed to be open plan 
providing usable space free from obstacles 
which may inhibit disabled users.

Level hard paved areas are provided as far 
as practically possible taking into account 
the site topography from the roadway to the 
main entrance.
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6.0  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A T E M E N T
Building Envelope and Layout

New elements of construction work will be specified 
with appropriate levels of insulation to improve the 
buildings envelope and comply with Part L1 of the 
Building Regulations.

Energy Supply and Use

Where possible all domestic appliances equipment 
will be energy efficient. Energy efficiency lighting will 
be installed throughout the whole development.

The development has been designed to increase the 
use of natural lighting, heat and ventilation. Designed 
for flexible use and adaptation to reflect changing 
lifestyles and needs and the principle of ‘whole life 
costing’.

A air source heat pump will also help keep the energy 
usage to a minimum whilst the re-use of greywater 
will increase the productivity of sustainable backyard 
ecosystems.

Procurement and Construction

Building materials will be specified for longevity and 
minimal maintenance. This is desirable not only in the 
interests of sustainability, but also in the interests of 
the long term appearance of the building and ongoing 
maintenance responsibilities.

Building materials will be sourced from sustainable 
and local sources where a choice is available.


