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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BRIEF 
 
1.1 This Statement supports an application for a Certificate of Lawfulness 

for the proposed use of premises at 19 South Street as offices and 
consulting rooms for Psychology Chartered. 

 
1.2 The premises are currently in use by Havant Conservative Association 

as offices and meeting rooms.  This application seeks to establish that 
there is no material change of use from the current use by the 
Conservative Association to the proposed use by Psychology 
Chartered. 

 
1.3 This Statement sets out background information about the premises, 

the existing uses and the proposed uses. 
 
 
2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 The premises are situated on the eastern side of South Street Havant.  

They are located some 100m south of the junction of North, South, 
East and West Streets at the heart of the town. 

 
2.2 No 19 is a semi-detached two storey Victorian house with a single bay 

at ground floor level.  The property is constructed of red brick 
elevations with decorative quoins and a string course.  The roof is 
slate.  The front garden is entirely paved and has a dropped kerb the 
entire width of the frontage. 

 
2.3 There is a rear garden laid mainly to grass behind the property.  There 

is pedestrian access to the rear. 
 
2.4 The internal arrangement of rooms is shown on the plans supplied with 

the application.   
 
2.5 South Street comprises a mix of building types and sizes.  Many 

properties front the back edge of the footpath but No 19 and its semi-
detached neighbours are unusual in being set back to provide a front 
forecourt.  The buildings in South Street are in a mix of commercial 
and residential uses. 

 
 
3.0 PLANNING HISTORY  
 
3.1 The planning history showing on the Council’s web site indicates that 

the property was the subject of four applications in the 1990s.  These 
were:- 
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92/56963/000 
Provision of 4 No Velux windows in North Elevation 
Permission 22.04.92 
 
92/56963/001 
Change of use of part of ground floor from offices to 1 bedroomed flat 
Refused 21.04.92 
 
96/56963/002 
Change of use from office to 1 bedroom flat 
Permission 26.02.96 
 
98/56963/003 
Change of use of first floor offices to self-contained flat 
Permission 22.09.98 
 
 

4.0 THE CURRENT USE 
 
4.1 The current use of the premises is by Havant Conservative 

Association as offices, and for meetings held by the Association and 
its members. Until recently the premises were also used by the MP for 
his constituents’ surgery.  It is understood to have been in this use 
since 2001 or thereabouts. 

 
4.2 The premises are used as offices for the administration of the 

Conservative Association.  It is evident from the photographs included 
with the application that the function of many of the rooms is as offices 
either for administration purposes or for meetings.   

 
4.3 It is understood that the Conservative Association is moving to 

serviced offices at Langstone Park where the MP for the constituency 
now has his constituency office. 

 
4.4 The property has been marketed as ‘offices’. See appended marketing 

details. 
 
 
5.0 THE PROPOSED USE 
 
5.1 It is proposed to use the premises at 19 South Street as the consulting 

rooms and offices of Psychology Chartered.  The business offers a 
comprehensive range of clinical services delivered by experienced 
and specialist Clinical Psychologists.  The work involves delivering 
assessments, reports and evidence based treatments to patients, their 
families, clinicians and legal practitioners. 
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5.2 The Practice currently has premises in London Road Widley where it 
has been operating for approximately 10 years. 

 
5.3 The Practice hours are 9.00am until 5.00pm but staff may be on the 

premises outside these times. 
 
5.4 The Practice employs the proprietor Dr Maddicks who works full time 

for the business but who normally works from home on Wednesdays.  
Dr Maddicks is also frequently out of the office visiting patients.  He 
employs two assistant psychologists who work part time, between 
them covering most of the working week.  They use the premises as 
an administrative base.  There is a full time administrator who works 
Monday to Friday from 9.00am till 5.00pm, an officer manager who 
currently works 3 days per week until mid afternoon and a typist who 
works 9.00am to 5.00pm for 2 days per week. 

 
5.5 These working arrangements result in a maximum of 4 employees 

being on site usually on Monday and Tuesday from 9.00am until 
3.00pm.  At other times there will be fewer people present. 

 
5.6 The Practice receives relatively few patients on site as many patients 

are visited in their own homes due to the nature of injuries and 
treatment required.  Furthermore, most consultations are quite long 
and may be up to four hours in length.  Thus on an average week there 
may be between 10 and 15 visitors in total.   

 
5.7 Much of the work undertaken by the Practice is medico-legal work 

which requires reading and assimilating information from clinical 
records and preparing reports in respect of the patients. 

 
 
 
6.0 THE PROPOSED LAYOUT OF PREMISES COMPARED WITH THE 

EXISTING  
 
6.1 At ground floor level a reception area would be provided in the front 

room.  Immediately to the rear and linked by double doors the second 
room would be used as a general office.  In these rooms there would 
be desks, filing cupboards and seating for visitors.  This is very 
comparable to the existing use which appears to be rooms in use for 
meetings (See Photographs 1 and 2). 

 
6.2 At the rear of the property behind the stairs there would be a small 

consulting room.  This would be readily available for any less 
physically able clients who could not manage the stairs. 
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6.3 To the rear of the small consulting rooms would be an office/storage 
space.   

 
6.4 Currently these two rooms to the rear of the stairs are in use as offices.  

Photographs 4 and 5 show a photocopier, papers, files and shelving. 
 
6.5 Beyond these rooms the current lobby would be fitted out as a 

bathroom.  The room is vacant apart from a wash hand basin. (See 
Photograph 3). 

 
6.6 At first floor level the existing office at the front of the property would 

be retained as an office.  (Photograph 7).  The room immediately to 
the rear which is also in use as an office would be retained as an office 
with dual use as a consulting room. (Photograph 9) These two rooms 
are currently in use as offices. 

 
6.7 The existing toilet and kitchen located behind the stairs would be 

retained in their existing uses.   
 
6.8 The room at the rear of the house, which has been in use for meetings, 

would be used as a consulting room. (Photograph 13). 
 
 
7.0 CONCLUSION 
 
7.1 It is evident from the foregoing that the current use of the premises is 

as offices with some use for meetings.  This is consistent with the use 
that could be expected from the constituency headquarters of a 
political party. 

 
7.2 The proposed use of the premises as offices and consulting rooms of 

a psychology practice would give rise to a similar type of activity to the 
existing.  Much of the day-to-day work of the Practice is administration, 
the preparation of written assessments, reports and treatment notes.  
The medico-legal service work entails a range of assessment 
approaches followed by preparation of comprehensive court reports 
and in some cases the preparation of expert evidence.  Much of such 
work is desk based. 

 
7.3 The interviews and assessments of patients and their families may 

take place on the premises but is more frequently undertaken in the 
patients’ home environment.  When meetings take place on the 
premises the consultations may be quite long for example up to 4 
hours.  Consequently, there would not be a frequent turnover of visitors 
to the premises. 
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7.4 The attendance of patients to the premises is likely to be comparable 
to the visitors received by the Conservative Association.  The latter are 
likely to be local residents and constituents who are seeking 
information or assistance on a range of different issues. 

 
7.5 Given that the proposed use by Chartered Psychology will give rise to 

a very similar operation use to that of the Conservative Association it 
is considered that there is no material change of use requiring express 
planning permission. 
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