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Appendix 1: Emerging parking strategy 



 

 

 

Car Park Planning Information 

Introduction 

Sir George Staunton Country Park has continued to grow year on year and is currently experiencing visitor figures 

unlike any previously. The  Country Park offers value for money and an entertaining unique visitor experience in the 

centre of Havant. It attracts not only local residents, schools and clubs but also brings visitors from all directions. 

The Park currently attracts around 167k visitors per year to the payzone farm & gardens and aim to achieve 200k 

visitors annually within the next 4-6 years. The payzone area is enclosed by housing and roads and has a limited 

area available for growth, improved attractions and facilities. The Country Park actively encourage local users to 

visit the park on foot, by bike or using the public transport links right outside the front gate, however with the ever 

increasing popularity of the Park to visitors from surrounding towns and cities we regulaly find difficulty in 

accommodating visitors that arrive by car. 

Current situation Regular & Overflow 

The Main car park at Staunton is located on the corner of Middle Park Way and the Petersfield Rd B2149. (South of 

Middle Park Way) Picture (1) map C. The main car park currently holds up to 200 cars. Over the last 5-10 years the 

Country Park developed this space as far as possible to facilitate the most amount of visitors possible. The area is 

mostly hard standing but during busy times grass areas are also used within the car park. The current lay out has 

areas designated for accessible parking, coaches and mini busses. Picture (2) map D The car park has one gate used 

for both entrance and exit. Currently this car park is at capacity and is regulaly full at weekends, school holidays and 

public holidays. During these times the country park staff implement overflow parking within Storey Gardens on up 

to 28 occurrences per year. Pictures (3)+(4) map B Storey Gardens is also located on the corner of Middle Park Way 

and Petersfield Road but North of Middle Park Way.  The car park holds an additional 180 cars but is completely 

grassed and can normally only be used during the summer months. This car park also only has one gate for entrance 

and exit.  

 

What Next 

Hampshire County Council’s Countryside service are about to embark on a 5 year project called “Transforming our 

Country Parks” that will see total investment of around £12M shared between 6 Country Parks in Hampshire. 

Staunton Country Park is set to receive at least £2M funding for our development. The County Council recognises 

the potential and existing growth of Staunton Country Park and are prepared to invest to see it become one of 

Hampshire best attractions. The Vision of the project is to create: 

“A distinctive regency park in the heart of the community. A place of culture and learning where memories are made 

and visitors relax, play and discover scheduled ruins. A working farm, formal gardens, tropical glasshouses and 

horticulture set within a historical landscape, which depicts a pioneering era from a bygone age.” 



 

 

 

 

 

Preferred Options (Long Term 4+ Years) 

The management team of the Country Park would like to, if feasible, re-locate the main car park for visitors to the 

current Beacon nursery site  in Leigh Park Gardens. This site is off of Petersfield Rd towards Rowland Castle Picture 

(5)+ (6) map A It is envisaged that this area would facilitate parking for around 350/400 cars an additional 150/200 

than at present. Putting the car park in this location will require visitors using the farm pay zone to access it safely 

via part of the Country Park along with allowing the Country Park to increase the size of the attraction. Not only 

would the customer experience new areas of the Park it would give the management team more area and 

opportunity to provide extra facilities for customers on Leigh Park Gardens. The team have already secured funding 

to install a new toilet block within the gardens and are looking at the options for catering outlets.  

The Country Park recognise that the preferred location of the new car park would not suit all users and plan to keep 

some of the existing main car park for accessible users, coaches and mini buses and a number of regular users. In 

freeing up the majority of the existing car park there is the opportunity to expand the existing farm pay zone to 

increase the visitor experience and dwell time at the Park. The area would then be brought within the pay zone and 

used to increase the size of the existing attraction. 

 

Preferred Options (Short Term 0-4 years) 

Dependant on authorisation and agreement the management team at Staunton would like to begin moving staff & 

volunteer cars to the Beacon nursery site as soon as possible. This will alleviate the stress on the main car park and 

overflow car park allowing more room for customers. There is a small amount of clearing work to take place but this 

can be done almost immediately. Staunton knows of no restrictions at present regarding parking on this site. Then 

we would potentially like to apply for a change of use for Storey Gardens to enable us to use this more often than 

the current 28 days per year. Staunton would need to invest in temporary road ways and ground guards to enable 

all year round use. 

 

Additional Options 

There are two additional areas that could potentially be taken into consideration for long term and or short term 

parking. They are firstly The American Grounds Picture(7) map E  located on the corner of Middle Park Way and 

High Lawn Way. This are is not currently used for parking as it houses animals currently within the payzone. The 

main advantage is that this field already has two gates so traffic could enter and exit easily. The two disadvantages 

are that using the field for car parking would reduce the size of the payzone therefore reducing the appeal to 

visitors. The second disadvantage would be an uphill walk for visitors to the entrance of the Park. The area is 

currently grassed.  

The last area to be considered as additional parking is that of High Lawn Picture (8)+(9) map F. High Lawn is situated 

between Middle Park Way and Bitterne Close. High Lawn is a large area currently not used for parking. It has two 



 

 

gates on Middle Park Way and is grassed. It is relatively close to the payzone but would require segregation / 

fencing and is currently part of a funded area to keep livestock. Again Staunton knows of no current parking 

restrictions to these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Main Car Park Staunton Country Park (To be changed) 

 



 

 

 

(2) Coach Park & Accessible parking area (To remain) 

  

 

(3) Storey Gardens Entrance (Current overflow 28 days per year) 

 



 

 

 

(4) Storey Gardens (Current overflow 28 days per year)  

 

 

 

 

(5) Beacon nursery site entrance 



 

 

 

 

 

(6) Beacon nursery site 

 

 

 

(7) American Grounds 



 

 

 

(8) High Lawn Entrance / Exit 

 

 

(9) High Lawn 



 

 

 

A, Nursery site 

B, Storey Gardens 

C, Existing main car park 

D, Existing accessible & coach parking 

E, American Grounds 

F, High Lawn  



Appendix 2: Planning policy assessment 

Havant Borough Core Strategy – planning policy assessment 

 Policy CS1 Health and Wellbeing sets out criteria that must be considered in new development – 

these include improving existing open spaces and supporting the improvement of existing cultural 

assets.  

 Policy CS5 Tourism states that planning permission will be granted for development proposals that 

safeguard and improve existing tourist facilities. 

 Policy CS11 Protecting and Enhancing the Special Environment and Heritage of Havant Borough 

states out criteria that need to be met by new development including consideration towards the 

townscape, landscape and seascape character assessment work; protection of areas of landscape 

interest including habitats, water bodies and trees/woodland; protects and enhances nature 

conservation and heritage designations; and protects wildlife habitats and corridors.  

 Policy CS13 Green Infrastructure states that development will be permitted where green 

infrastructure is maintained and managed; incorporates improvements to, or new green 

infrastructure where appropriate; does not affect the functional integrity of the spaces; and that 

proposals which may adversely affect green infrastructure will not be permitted unless superior 

alternative provisions can be provided or where it is part of a service provider’s plans to provide 

improved local services in equally accessible locations. 

 Policy CS16 High Quality Design sets out development criteria to secure a high design standard – 

these include positively responding to existing natural, historic or local character; no unacceptable 

harm to the amenity of neighbours through smell, loss of privacy, outlook, noise and overlooking; 

is inclusive by considering the needs of those with disabilities; and adapts to the changing needs of 

the users and changing climate. 

 Policy CS17 Concentration and Distribution of Development within the Urban Areas states that 

development in the non-urban areas will only be permitted if it is consistent with the policies for 

the countryside set out in national policy. 

 Policy CS19 Effective Provision of Infrastructure sets out the infrastructure requirements for new 

development, which includes making effective use of existing infrastructure; that it is accessible by 

a range of transport modes and meets the needs of the community; it promotes the creative 

multifunctional use of existing and proposed facilities; and that new infrastructure supports the 

local economy.  

 Policy CS20 Transport and Access Strategy sets out the transport and access requirements for new 

development – these include ensuring that congestion does not increase and the development 

promotes better use of existing transport networks; and provides transport management 

measures to ensure the safe and efficient operation of the strategic and local road network. 

 Policy CS21 Developer Requirements set out infrastructure requirements for new development, in 

line with the emerging supplementary planning document. 

 Policy DM1 Recreation and Open Space sets out criteria for development of existing open space, 

which includes demonstrating that there is a surplus of provision; that the land cannot be 

converted to another type of open space that has been identified as being in deficit; and where 

there is no surplus open space then contributions to new provisions will be required.  

 Policy DM8 Conservation, Protection and Enhancement of Existing Natural Features states that 

development will only be permitted where it protects and enhances local habitats and landscape 



distinctiveness, as well as addressing specific criteria such as protecting features of nature 

conservation and amenity importance; incorporating existing features; appropriate landscaping 

works; and protection of the quality of green spaces. 

 Policy DM10 Pollution states that development that may cause pollution must comply with the 

relevant criteria including that the health and safety of existing and future users of the site is not 

put at risk; the national air quality standards/objectives would not be breached; and that the 

water environment would not be breached. 

 Policy DM11 Planning for More Sustainable Travel sets out measures that ensures every 

opportunity is taken to increase integration of travel modes and availability of non-motorised 

modes.  

 Policy DM12 Mitigating the Impacts of Travel sets out criteria that need to be met to ensure that 

new developments will mitigate their travel and environmental impact.  

 Policy DM14 Car and Cycle Parking on Development (excluding residential) states that 

development will only be permitted where it provides parking for cars, motor cycles and cycles in 

accordance with the relevant standards; parking provisions must be appropriately located in 

relation to the development and practical for its intended use. 

Havant Borough Local Plans (Allocations)  

 Policy AL2 Urban Area Boundaries and Undeveloped Gaps between Settlements states that 

planning permission for development within undeveloped gaps will only be granted if, amongst 

other criteria, it meets an overriding public need, for example for community or recreation use, 

that cannot be accommodated elsewhere in the Borough. 

Relevant supplementary planning documents (SPD) 

 The Leigh Park Strategic Framework (2006) identifies Staunton Country Park on Map 1, and 

identifies that the route along Middle Park Way is a potential improvement street. 

 The Havant Borough Design Guide SPD identifies the area adjoining Staunton Country Park to be 

in 7e Leigh Park – Residential Suburb and 7i Warren Park – Residential Suburb, which recognises 

that Staunton Country Park is within walking distance to these areas and that walking connections 

should be improved.  

 Havant Borough Council Developer Contributions Guide (2013) sets out the council’s Community 

Infrastructure Levy and sets out where Section 106 planning obligations and Section 28 highway 

agreements will be sought. It states that where a proposal seeks a change of use and there is no 

additional floorspace, there will be no CIL liability. A Section 106 planning obligation will be 

required to make the development acceptable in planning terms; it must be directly related to the 

development and be fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development. 

 The Draft Parking SPD (April 2015) sets out the off-street parking requirements for new 

development, particularly with reference to the design of car parking spaces, as no additional non-

residential floorspace is being proposed.  

 The Sir George Staunton Conservation Area Character Appraisal (2008) sets out the key features 

that contribute to the significance of the conservation area, which was designated in 1978 and 

extended in 1994. Storey Gardens is situated in the Middle Park Way and West Valley Character 

Area, and has an ‘avenue-like’ approach along the access road to the housing estate. The 

conservation area character appraisal states that the high brick walls of Storey Gardens defines 

the main approach to the park, but only part of the southern wall and western boundary wall are 

of historic interest.  



 The landscape character assessment identifies the site as being within LCA20 Staunton Country 

Park. This area has a medium to high landscape sensitivity, with key characteristics of the 

important parkland including tree belts, well-preserved landscape of fields and woodland, and 

buildings (many of which are listed) having strong lies to the open land 

  



Appendix 3: Biodiversity checklist 

 

  


















