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Site Address: Sir George Staunton Country Park, Middle Park Way,

Havant, PO9 5HB
Proposal:          Change of use from a paddock to a temporary overflow car park at
Storey Gardens, Sir George Staunton Country Park.  HCC reference HCC/2016/0014.
Application No: APP/16/00063 Expiry Date: 03/03/2016
Applicant: Ms K Snell

Hampshire County Council
Team: Team 2

Agent: Case Officer: Heather Lealan
Ward: Battins

Recommendation: RAISE NO OBJECTION
——————————————————————————————————————

1 Site Description

1.1 Sir George Staunton Country Park is located to north of the borough and is accessed
from Middle Park Way. To the south of the site is the residential locality of Leigh Park.

1.2     The paddock subject of this report lies to the north of Middle Park Road, slightly east
of the main entrance to the Park's existing permanent car park.

2 Planning History

90/50300/004 - Change of use from derelict agricultural contractors depo to a
building contract
ors depot on a fixed 3yr lease., WD,07/01/1991
90/50300/006 - Provision of new visitors centre and glasshouses., PERM,03/01/1991
90/50300/007 - To erect animal shed 18' x 12' on site of existing small she 6'
x 4' in paddock., PERM,
02/50300/027 - Consultation by Hampshire County Council for the conservation,
restoration and extension of the existing farmery, granary and dairy buildings at the
Ornamental farm at Staunton Country Park. These include a new education block, a
link between the dairy farm and the granary, a new roof to the main barn and like for
the replacement of a timber fence., PERM,18/12/2002
02/50300/026 - Consultation by Hampshire County Council on Listed Building
application for the conservation, restoration and extension of the existing farmery
granary and dairy buildings at the ornamental farm at Staunton Country Park. These
include a new education block, a link between the dairy and granary, a new roof to the
main barn and like for like replacement of a timber fence., PERM,18/12/2002
01/50300/025 - Listed Building application for repairs to Ornamental Farm Buildings
Numbers 4, 9 and 11 including replacement of internal drinking bowls and partitions.,
PERM,28/02/2002
00/50300/024 - Erection of an oil tank with brick bund wall and timber storage bays in
the north yard., PERM,15/03/2001
00/50300/022 - Listed Building Application relating to the Terrace to rebuild vandalised
parts, carry out conservation work and reinstate Etruscan style urns.,
PERM,10/10/2000
00/50300/023 - Application for Conservation Area Consent for demolition of 3 no.
existing lean-to canopies within yard area of former sawmill, and removal of existing
closeboarded fencing and gates fronting onto Petersfield Road frontage.,



PERM,26/10/2000
00/50300/021 - Listed Building application for the refurbishment of the first floor flat
and ground floor entrance lobby of Leigh Park Farmhouse, PERM,22/06/2000
97/50300/020 - Alterations to existing open building to form educational workshop
unit, PERM,09/05/1997
96/50300/018 - Restoration of coach house glazed canopy, PERM,19/11/1996
96/50300/019 - Listed Building application for restoration of coach house glazed
canopy and rep
airs to coach house and stables, PERM,19/11/1996
95/50300/017 - Demolition of wall in farmyard, PERM,
94/50300/011 - Conversion of existing farmhouse to provide catering facilities,
PERM,09/05/1994
94/50300/012 - Conversion of existing farmhouse building to provide catering facilities,
PERM,
94/50300/015 - Erection of wooden garage adjacent to Regency Farmhouse, PERM,
92/50300/008 - Conversion of Coach House/ Mushroom House to form Country Park
'Visitor Centre' (
comprising ancillary shop an toilets)., PERM,30/04/1992
93/50300/010 - Partial relief from Cons 8 & 9 of P P 34881 so as to allow for use of
the walled
 garden for camping & caravanning on no more than 10 days in any 1 Yr & access f
rom M Park Way., ZHIS,22/02/1994
03/50300/028 - Consultation by Hampshire County Council for alterations to animal
paddocks, removal of part of overspill carpark and enlargement and alterations in
circulation of main carpark with changes of paths. New boundary fencing and planting.
Removal of trees and tree surgery. Restoration planting to the drive south of
Middlepark Way., PERM,11/04/2003
05/50300/029 - Crown raise to 3m an Ash tree within the Sir Georges Staunton
Conservation Area to the rear of 106 Bondfields Crescent., RNO,28/11/2005
08/50300/030 - Reduce overhanging limb by 25% 1No. London Plane tree within the
curtilage of Sir George Staunton Country Park, within Sir George Staunton
Conservation Area., RNO,17/04/2008
09/50300/031 - Provision of 1No. double classroom, temporary modular building unit
until August 2012, to provide teaching space.  This building is to be positioned on the
same footprint of an unsafe building that was demolished approx. 3/4 years ago.,
TPP,12/03/2009
90/50300/003 - Erection of trellis structure., PERM,
94/50300/014 - Conversion of old walled garden/paddock on north
side of Middle Park Way into gr
ass car park for overflow use at peak
times., PERM,30/03/1995
95/50300/016 - Alterations to existing wall to reshape., PERM,19/05/1995
APP/10/00707 - Retrospective application to demolish existing glasshouses and
proposed construction of two 6m x 20m long polytunnel greenhouses at Staunton
Country Park, Middle Park Way, Havant, PO9 5HD., RNO,08/11/2010
APP/10/00901 - Fell 34No. Sycamore trees and stump treatment.  Fell 1No. Holly tree
and stump treatment.  Fell 5No. Poplar trees and stump treatment.  All within Sir
George Staunton Conservation Area., RNO,21/01/2011
APP/11/00319 - Remove lowest limb of 1No. Sweet Chestnut tree; remove lower four
branches of 1No. Holm Oak tree; remove three low branches of 1No. Holm Oak tree
and remove one main and five secondary branches to 1No. Sycamore tree.  All within
curtilage of Sir George Staunton Country Park and within Sir George Staunton
Conservation Area. , RNO,19/05/2011
APP/11/01563 - Application to carry out tree works including removal of self set trees



as per schedule within Sir George Staunton Conservation Area. , RNO,17/11/2011
APP/12/00302 - Hampshire County Council consultation for addition of metal railings
to the parapet of the terrace and adjoining landscaping modifications to improve visitor
access., RNO,27/04/2012
APP/12/00520 - Hampshire County Council Consultation for continued siting for a
temporary modular building on site for a further four years., PERM,21/06/2012
APP/12/00685 - Hampshire County Council Consultation to convert existing concrete
block into covered hay store., RNO,02/08/2012
APP/12/00903 - Tree works., UNK,
APP/12/01000 - Fell 51No. trees comprising 9No. English Oak (quercus Robur), 4No.
Willow (Salix sp), 30No. Alder (Alnus Glutinosa), 6No. Hawthorn (Cretageous
Monagyna) and 2No. Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus), to enable works to uncover
'The Fountain', within Sir George Staunton Conservation Area., ,08/11/2012
APP/12/01068 - Tree works, UNK,
APP/13/00009 - Fell 3No. Conifers within Sir George Staunton Conservation Area.,
RNO,07/02/2013
APP/13/00364 - Hampshire County Council Consultation for provision of lambing shed
as a visitor attraction., PERM,17/05/2013
APP/14/00097 - Fell 6No. Mature Sycamore trees within Sir George Staunton
Conservation Area. , WD,13/03/2014
APP/15/00168 - Remove lower limbs overhanging path to 1No. Oak; Fell 1No. Horse
Chestnut; Pollard 1No. Lime Tree to approximately 1.8m; within Sir George Staunton
Conservation Area., RNO,18/03/2015
APP/15/00710 - Crown reduce 1No. Ash by 3m, within Conservation Area of Sir
George Staunton., RNO,31/07/2015
APP/15/01215 - Leigh Park Gardens side, on the main drive - to monolith both trees to
approx. 20ft, UNK,

3 Proposal

Change of use from a paddock to a temporary overflow car park at Storey Gardens,
Sir George Staunton Country Park.  HCC reference HCC/2016/0014. The use is
proposed for 5 years whilst a wider parking strategy is being implemented and it would
be for HCC to place an appropriate condition to this regard on a subsequent
permission.

4 Policy Considerations

 National Planning Policy Framework

Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy) March 2011
CS11 (Protecting and Enhancing the Special Environment and Heritage of

Havant Borough)
CS16 (High Quality Design)
CS5 (Tourism)
DM14 (Car and Cycle Parking on Development (excluding residential))

Havant Borough Local Plan (Allocations) July 2014
AL1 (Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development)

 Listed Building Grade: Not applicable.



 Conservation Area: Sir George Staunton

5 Statutory and Non Statutory Consultations

Development Engineer
No adverse comment on this application

Conservation Officer
The land forms part of a registered park and garden (grade II*) and hence Historic
England is a statutory consultee. The established local practice is also to notify the
Hampshire Gardens Trust of proposals affecting the registered park. Normally this is
the District's responsibility. As it is a County application it falls to them. The important
thing is that the appropriate consultations are undertaken, if not already initiated.
I have been party to some preliminary discussions concerning this proposal. At that
time there was thought of re-opening the pedestrian gateway - it would not be a
problem, but is not being pursued. The scheme extends the current intermittent use of
the land for parking to meet a short term need while a more permanent solution is put
into operation. The site is well contained. I have no concerns from a Heritage
perspective. Support the proposal

Tree Officer
Initial concerns raised regarding change of use and impact on trees.
Comment - HCC have advised that the change of use will not involve any physical
alterations and that the paddock is already being used for this purpose within
permitted development limits. The engineering consultant working on this application
undertook a site visit a few months ago, and was satisfied that the visibility splays
from the overflow car park into Middle Park Way met the required standard. No works
to the trees were therefore considered necessary.

6 Planning Considerations

6.1 Having regard to the relevant policies of the development plan it is considered that the
main issues arising from this application are:

 (i) Principle of development
 (ii) Effect on neighbours
 (iii) Effect on the character of the Country Park
 (iv) Design

 (i) Principle of development

6.2 The application site is located within a semi rural location. However, the proposed
overflow parking area is required to aid tourism within the area by providing additional
parking at peak times of the year to this community facility. The paddock is already
used for this purpose in accordance with permitted development rights but it is
necessary to increase in the number of days it is used as an overflow car park beyond
the PD allowance.

 (ii) Effect on neighbours

6.3 The paddock is away from residential dwellings. It is unlikely therefore that the



application would result in an adverse impact to residential properties.

 (iii) Effect on the character of the Country Park

6.4 The proposed overflow parking area is likely to have a positive impact on tourism to
the Country Park by increasing the number of visitors at peak times.  The proposal
complies with policy CS5 of the Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy).

 (iv) Impact on trees

6.5 There are no physical changes proposed and the use is existing but limited by
permitted development regulations.

7 Conclusion

7.1  Subject to standard planning conditions relating to commencement and any others
that the County Planning Authority consider necessary there are not considered to be
any issues that would not warrant planning permission being given to this
development and it is therefore recommended that Havant Borough Council RAISES
NO OBJECTION to this County Application.

9 RECOMMENDATION:

That the Executive Head of Planning and Built Environment be authorised to
RAISE NO OBJECTION for application APP/16/00063


