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Michelle Houghton

From: Norton, Tristan [Tristan.Norton@hants.gov.uk]
Sent: 04 February 2014 14:52
To: Aaron Wright
Cc: Planning and Development Shared Mailbox; Havant Auto-Reply
Subject: APP/14/00023 Waterlooville Leisure Centre, Waterberry Drive, Waterlooville, PO7 7UW 

14.0073

Dear Aaron, 
  
APP/14/00023 Extension to existing gym facilities to create a new gym on two storeys and 
a new two storey height indoor play centre, with ancillary facilities, plus refurbishment of 
existing. Waterlooville Leisure Centre, Waterberry Drive, Waterlooville, PO7 7UW 14.0073 
  
Thank you for consulting me on this application. In summary, I have no overriding concerns in 
respect to ecological matters at this site and consider that the ecological information provided is 
sufficient.  
  
The application is accompanied by an Ecological Scoping Survey Report (Greenlink Ecology 
Limited, December 2013) which provides a useful summary of the application site’s current
ecological value. It is evident that the site is of low ecological value, containing predominantly 
hardstanding with associated areas of managed amenity grassland and planted trees and shrubs. 
There is minimal potential for legally-protected species to occur. 
  
I am content that the site is indeed of limited ecological interest and that the proposed works are 
not likely to result in unacceptable ecological impacts. I am pleased to see that, despite the 
obvious lack of ecological value, the applicant’s ecologist has nevertheless provided 
recommendations for mitigating the impacts as well as enhancing the biodiversity value of the site 
post-development – such measures include timing works so as to avoid the bird nesting season, 
installing bat and bird boxes and the use of appropriate native species planting to contribute to 
local biodiversity. I would concur with the comments made by the landscaping officer that these 
measures are implemented in full. 
  
Therefore, if you are minded to grant permission, could I recommend that these ecological 
mitigation and enhancement measures are secured via a suitably-worded planning condition, 
such as: 
  
Development shall proceed in accordance with the ecological mitigation and enhancement 
measures detailed within the Ecological Scoping Survey Report (Greenlink Ecology Limited, 
December 2013) unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. Reason: to 
protect and enhance biodiversity in accordance with NPPF, NERC Act 2006 and local planning 
policy. 
  
If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Tristan 
  
Tristan Norton  
 
Senior Ecologist  
Ecology Team  
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Strategic Environmental Delivery Group,  
Economy, Transport and Environment Department  
Hampshire County Council  
Elizabeth II Court West  
The Castle, Winchester  
Hampshire SO23 8UD  
Direct Line: 01962 832335  
Mobile: 07885 594878  
E-mail: tristan.norton@hants.gov.uk; www.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity  
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  
  
Please note that this advice is given in accordance with the Service Level Agreement that has been signed between 
Hampshire County Council and your Council. These comments are expressed as a professional view provided to 
Havant Borough Council and should not, therefore, be interpreted as those of Hampshire County Council. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
*** This email, and any attachments, is strictly confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended 
only for the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or other 
use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender. Any request for disclosure of this document under the Data Protection Act 1998 or Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 should be referred to the sender. [disclaimer id: HCCStdDisclaimerExt] ***  
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