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Disclaimer
Copyright Thomson Ecology Limited,  All rights reserved

Mo pan of this repon may be copled of reproduced by any means without prcs wiitten permission from Thomson Ecology
Limited, If you have received this repon in error, please destroy all coples in your possession or control and notify Thomson
Ecology Limited

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning party and unkess otherwise agreed in wiiting by
l'homson Ecology Limited, no other party may use, make use of or rely on the contents of the report. No Bability is poceptad by
Thomson Ecology Limited for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for whech € was ongmally prepaned and

prorviced

Opinions and infermation provided in the report are on the basis of Thomson Ecology Limited using due skill, care and dikgence
in the preparation of the same and no exphcit wamanty is provided as 10 their accuracy. It shoukd ba noted and it is expressly
stated that no independent verification of any of the decuments or information supplied to Thomson Ecology Limited has beean
made.
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Harts Farm Way, Havant.

Summary and Main Recommendations

2Ummary

Caonroy's Recycling Ltd is seeking permission from Havant Borough Council to extend the
operating life of its material processing facility at Harts Farm Way, Havant. As part of their
application proposal, Conroy's Recycling Ltd commissioned Thomsen Ecology to gather an
ecological baseline for the site to determine ecologlcal constraints to the proposals. Tothis end,
a desk study and an extended Phase 1 habitat survey were camied oul.

The main findings of the desk study were that the development site is within 0.3km of Chichester
and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar/S55Is and the Solent Maritime SAC. Nineteen non-
statutory nature conservation sites, all SINCs, lie outside but within 2km of the site. In addition,
the desk study provided records of protected species and species of conservation cancem
within a 1km radius, including slow worm, water vole, four bat species and a large number of
birds. During the field survey, the site was found to comprise hard standing, hard standing with
ephemeral short perennial vegetation, artificial spoil, buildings and bare ground with 1all ruderal
vegetation.

The development should not have a significant effect on either the SPA/Ramsar/S5Si or the
SAC. There should also be no negative effects on any of the SINCs located nearby. There are
no habitats of conservation importance on the site, and only a small amount potential habitat
which could be occupied by protected species or species of conservation concem.

Canroy's Recycling Ltd have made clear that there is to be no change to their operating
procedures on-site or the amount of material processed. Therefore the development should
continue o have no significant adverse effects on the local environment.

Main Recommendations

On the basis of this PEA, the following measures are recommended to avoid and reduce the
likelihood of significant negative effects on features of nature conservation importance:

+ The development should continue to abide by the surface-water control methods
previously agreed with Havant Borough Council, as part of the existing application, and
follow the Environment Agency's pollution prevention guidelines for “works and
maintenance in or near water (PPGS) and “working at construction and demolition
sites” (PPGE);

« The removal of the onsite log piles should be conducted under ecological supervision;
and

+« The removal of the small area of bramble should be undertaken outside of the breeding
bird season or if not then under ecological supervision.

There is limited potential for ecological enhancement on the site but two to three bird and bat
boxes could be attached ta the south wall of building BS to encourage the presence of these
species in the area

Conroy’s Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.. LNMS101/ 001 / 001/ 001
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2. Introduction

21 Development Background

211 Conroy's Recycling Ltd currently has a temporary permission to use Harts Farm Way, Havant for
material-recovery works, Harts Farm Way was onginally chosen to minimise the distance that
material would have to be hauled on the local road system. Conroy's Recycling Ltd was given
permission o consiruct a lemporary storage facifity for unprocessed material as well as setting
up of a ‘portakebin’ for use by the staff. The cumrent permit allows for three vehicles to visit the
site daily with one beling stored onsite ovemnight,

212  Cenroy's Recyding Ltd is now in the process of applying to Havant Berough Council to obtain
permission lo extend the operating life of its material-recovery works at Harts Farm Way. The
application proposal would allow the site to continue to be used for the cleaning, sorting and
binding of arisings taken from the trenches that are being dug in the Havant area as part of the
Southemn Gas mains replacement program. The processed material would then be used in the
reinstaternent of the trench openings once complete. Harts Farm Way would continue to receive
inert materials only in the form of soil and mineral aggregates and no hazardous waste would be
procassed or handled,

413 The proposals described above are hereafter collectively referred to as “the davelopment”,

214 The development is located on a 0.3ha area of industrial 1and (grid reference SU70570569),
adjacent to the A27 road on the southern edge of Havant, see Figure 1. The area affected by the
material recovery works is hereafter referred to as “the sita.”

215 The site lies within the designated “Broadmarsh Industrial Area® as lald out in the Havant
Borough District Wide Local Plan.

£.2 The Brief and Objectives

221 NeameSutton, on behalf of Conroy’s Recycling Ltd, commissioned Thomson Ecology on the 24"
November 2014 to undertake a preliminary ecological assessment of the development site. The
brief was to:

* Carry oul a desk study to identify designated sites within 2km of the site and records of
protected species or species of conservation concern within 1km of the site;

* Undertake an extended Phase 1 habitat survey of the site;

« Provide a combined report giving the methods and results of the survey, discussion of
any relevant legal andfor planning policy issues and our recommendations as to how
these may be overcome; and

* Provide appropriate digitised mapping.
23 Limitatiens

231 The species data collated during the desk study is mainly derived from records submitted by
members of the public and ad hoc surveys undertaken by volunteers. Therefore, it should not be

Cenroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101 /001 /001 /7001 7
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taken as a definitive list of the protected species and other species of conservation concern that
occur in the local area.

The field assessment which forms the basis of this report was undertaken in Oecember which is
considered to be a sub-optimal survey period for botanical based surveys. However, the site is
dominated by hard standing and buildings so this limitation is not considered to be significant.

This report is based on the development boundary and layout shown on drawing: DTS210511-
OMS as provided to Thomsen Ecology by NeameSutton on behalf of Conroy's Recyling Ltd,
Subsequertt changes to either may result in a requirement to reassess the potential impacts of
the development and the requirements for avoidance, mitigation and enhancement.

Survayars

The survey was carried out by Chris Savage BSc. MSc. GradCIEEM; a graduate ecologist at
Thomson Ecology. Chris has worked in the environmental sector for over 2 and half years and
has been with Thomson Ecology since March 2013. He is a graduate member of the Chartered
Institute of Enviranmental Management.

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101/ 001 / 001/ 001
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ecology

Methodology

Desk Study

A study area was defined that encompasses the site and all land within 2km of the perimeter of
ihe site, see Figure 1,

Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre was approached to provide up-to-date information on
sites designated for their nature conservation valus, local nature reserves, records of protected
specles and other species of conservation concermn and any other information that they
considered relevant. Records of designated sites were sought for the full study area, whereas
records for species were sought for part of the study area encompassing the site and within 1km
aof the perimeter of the site.

Requests for information were sent on 1% December 2014 with responses requested by the 8"
December 2074,

In addition, published data was consulted including the following:
= The Multi-Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (MAGIC);
= National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway; and

* Havant Borough Council's Local Plan (Core Strategy).

Field Survey

A survey area was defined that encompassed the site boundary, as is shown on Figure 2.

A Phase 1 habitat survey (JNCC, 2010; |IEA, 1995) was conducted threughout the survey area.
Phase 1 habitat survey is a standard technique for rapidly obtaining baseline ecolagical
information over a large area of land. Itis primarily a mapping technique and uses a standard
set of habitat definitions for classifying areas of land on the basis of the vegetation present. For
this survey, the technique was modified (or extended) to provide more detail over a smaller
area, and give further consideration to fauna. The standard habitat definitions were used with an
additional categery of coarse grassland for unmanaged, secondary grasslands that are species
paor.

The dominant and readily identified species of higher plants from each habitat type within the
survey area were recorded and their abundance was assessed on the DAFOR scale:

(] Dominant
A, Abundant
F Frequent
o Occasional
R Rare

Thesa scores represent the abundance within the defined area anly and do not reflect nationial
or regional abundances. Plant species nomenclature follows Stace (2010).
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Results

Background

The cantents of the results section are the factual results of the desk study and extended phase
1 habitat survey. Excluded from this section is the assessment of the site to support species of
conservation concern not recorded during the survey. Instead, potential further ecological issues
are discussed in Section 6

Diesk Sh Jd':f

A response from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre was received on the 3™ December
2014, The results are summarised below and the locations of designated sites and parcels of
ancent woodland are shown on Figure 1.

Designated Sites

No statutory or non-statutory designated sites are located within the site itself, but the site was
found to be within 0.3km of Chichester and Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area
(SPAYRAMSAR site and the Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Contained
within the SPA are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs): Chichester Harbour SSSI and
Langstone Harbour SS51. There are also three nationally designated Local Nature Reserves
{LMNRs} and 19 Sites of Importance for Nature Canservation {SING's) within 2km of the site.
Details of these sites are given in Table 1 below and their locations are shown on Figure 1.

thomson

Conroy’'s Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101 /001 / 001 / 001
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Table 1: Designated Sites within 2km of the Site

| Site Designation | Grid | Area (ha) | Distance | Description
l Reference to site
(k)

I -
International Sites (SPA, SAC and Ramsar) o Y ) )
Chichester and SU740019 5.810 0.3 Large, sheltered estuarine
Langstone | . basins comprising extensive
Harbours sand- and mud-flats exposed &t
SPARamsar/SSSI low tide. Supports numercus
‘ Anneax | specias such as little

tern {Starnula albifrons),

| sandwich tem ( Thallasseus
sandvicencis), little egret
(Egrelta garzetta) and dark-
| bellied brent goose (Branta
bernicia).

The SPA/RAMSAR also
overlaps with Chichaster
Harbour and Langstone
Harbour 5551.

(57712077 | 11243 |03 Large orea of estuaries, tidal
, ' rivers, mudfiats and lagoons.
. ‘ Contains examples of Annex |

Solent Maritime
SAC

habitats including estuaries,
spartina swards and Atlantic
| salt meadows.

. = = P ——— —= .

| County and Local Sites (SINCs, LNRs,etc) el o
| Farlington Marshes [ suessoas | 120 455 A fiower-rich grazing marsh that
LNR - ‘ supports internationally

e

important bird populations.
Overlaps with Chichaster and
Langstone Harbours
| SPA/RAMSAR/SSS! and Solent
! Maritime SAC.
76 1.7 Area of intertidal mudfiats that

‘ supports thousands of sea birds

!
I
r_'l."-.fast Hayling LNR | SU713034 |
species, both permanent and
migratory and a substantial
assemblage of marine
‘ invertebrate life.

Overlaps with Chichester and
Langstone Harbours.
SPA/RAMSAR/ISSS! and Solent

| S I I [ Maritime SAC. B J

12 Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101/ 0071 /001 /001
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| Site Designation Grid Area (ha) 1 Distance | Description
’ Reference to site
} e {km) o Y
Hayling Billy LNR SUT168025 42 1.8 Located along the old route of
| the Hayling Billy train line and
currently provides one of the
‘ most unspollt sections of
I Langstione Harbour and is of
I particular importance for its rare
' fioral species.
. | Overlaps with Chichester and
i Langstone Harbours
SPA/RAMSARISSS| and Solant
{ 5 | Maritime SAC, = |
| Broadmarsh SUT0020563 | 5 0.3 Supports populations of dark-
Playing Field SINC | bellied brent goose. '
|
| Manor Farm A, SU70000610 | 5.2 | 0.5 Supports populations of dark-
| SINC | bellied brent goose.
Southmoor Big | SU70980487 " 05 0.7 An area of course grassland
Field SINC with attached scrub and a small
- L i . amount of deciduous woodiand
Southmoor SU71200520 | 2.2 | 0.7 Designated for its floristic
Reserve SINC | components Including divided
. : | sedge (Carex divisa), a {
: ] . __| nationally rare species. ;
( Farlington Marshas | SU89200550 | 2.7 11,9 Area of marshy grassland
Grassland SINC surround by deciduous
) | _ woodland, _]
Figlds off Havant SuUBe180613 | 123 1.2 Designated for its populations
| Road SINC ' of dark-bellied brent geese and
the presence of dwarf spurge
- — = = | {Euphorbia exigua), |
Forty Acres Farm B | SUS9080568 | 126 | 1.3 | Supports populations of dark- |
| SINC bellied brent goosa,
Wade Court Park SU71980531 | 1.1 1.3 Supports a colony of little egret.
SINC |
Camp I:_Iown sSuU89000651 | 0.7 1.4 | Small area of unmanaged
Grassland [ | course grassland with scattered
Remnants SINC L. Y | S broad-leaved woodland. ]
Langstone Mill SU72050500 | 09 T 1.5 Area contains large-leaved lime
Pond SINC ' ( Tilia platyphylios), a nationally
— | scarce species. |
Littlepark Wood SUBS470718 | 6.2 | 1.6 An area of ancient woodland |

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101 /001 / 001 / 601
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Site Designation | Grid Area (ha) | Distance | Description
Referance to site
= (iem)
(West) SINC that supports a population of
dormouse (Muscardinus
— —. avellananius).
Fortsmouth City | SUBBB00660 | 1.9 17 Contains nationally scarce i
Golf Ceurse Copse | spacies fly orchid (Ophrys
| SINC : 2 E— I _insectifers). i |
South of Fort SUB7840823 | 8.5 1.7 | Designated for populations of
Furbrook & small blue ( Cupido minimus)
Adjacent Farlington and autumn lady's-tresses .
Redoubt SINC | | | (Spiranthes spirals). _
Field East of SUG87S0539 | 0.8 18 Area of semi-natural grassland
Farlington Redoubt with broad leaved hadgerows.
| {North) SINC | . -
Easl and Wesl of SUGB300618 | 11.2 1.8 Designated for ils floral species
Gillman Road SINC | J including corn parsley
| { Petrosefinum segetum) and
fiattened meadow grass (Poa
) B COmpressa). s ]
Warblington Castle | SU72870544 | 14.8 1.8 Suppons populations of dark-
Farm West SINC == = | bellied brent goose.
Portsmouth Golf | SUBB500662 | 1.9 | 1.9 | Area of rough grassland and
Course East SINC scattered broad leaved wood
= 11 |withinagolfcourse. .
| Hayling Billy Line SU71690325 | 2.7 1.9 Designated for its floral species |
e . L — including divided sedge.
Littlepark Wood 5U69185074 | 4.3 1.9 An area of anclent woodland. |

(East) SINC

| 19

Aact Brek Fohes

| -l

The site falls within 2km of two SSSlis: Langstone Harbour S551 and Chichester Harbour SS5I.
Matural England has recently published a SSSI Impact Risk Zone resource which highlights the
sensitivity of S55Is to certain forms of develocpment

The site is located within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone that states that applications relating to waste,
including "demalition and excavation waste, other waste management’, should assess the likely
impacts of the development on the SSSI.

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNMS101/ 001/ 001 / 001
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| Habitat Type | Grid Reference | Distancefrom | Areaofthe | Total Number |
of Nearast Site of Nearest MNearest Parcel of Parcels |
Parcel Parcel (km) (ha)
J Lowand | SUB4295 1.7 |23 | 2 |
calcarepus ||
|r“55r "".. | |
Talsent 5 S Dy | S _--_-__I__
records Of protected species and species of conservation concem were identified during the

desk study. Table 3 below lists the species identified. Only rpcurds from within the last ten years
were considered. In instances where the same species occurred multiple times, the record
which occurred closest to the site was used.

Records were provided by Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre which, in addition to it
own datasets, has access to the following data sets:

» Botanical Society of the British Isles’ (BSBI) vascular plant database for Hampshire;
« British Bryological Society (Mosses, Liverwarts, Homworts);

« Butterfly Conservation's butterfly and moth database for Hampshire;

= Hampshire Ornithological Society (HOS) bird records,

« Hampshire Bat Group (HBG) Records of bat roost visits and sightings;

= Hampshire Amphibian and Reptile Group (HARG),

= Hampshire Mammal Group (HMG) (excluding records far bats and badgers); and

= UK Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording Society (BWARS) the full dataset as of January
2012

In cases where a four figure grid reference is given; this represents a grid square of 1km x Tkm
This means that the record could have occurred anywhere within that 1km® area and so may
have potentially been further than 1km from the site

16 Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Report Ref.: LNM5101/ 001 /001 /001
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ecology

Field Survey

Hahitats and Elora

The following Phase 1 habitat types were identified:
= Hard standing,
* Hard standing with ephemeral short perennial;
« Anificial spoll;
*+ Fence
= Wall,
= Buildings; and
= Bare ground with tall ruderal.

These habitats are described below and their distnbution is given on Figure 2. The full species
list and abundance is located in Appendix 1. Photographs from the site are in Figure 3.

Hard stand g (HS1)

The site is dominated (approximately 95%) by hard standing. The ground is concrete and is
subject to constant heavy-vehicle use and is also used for the storage of aggregate and ather
excavated materials.

Hard standing with ephemeral short perenmial (HS5 ESET)

A small area (approximately 150m°) that is fenced-off in and around a transformer bax. The hard
standing has occasional occurrences of thistle sp. (Cirsium sp.) and dandelion ( Taraxacum sp.),
with annual beard grass (Polypogon monspeliensis), willowherb ( Epilobium sp.) and ragwort
(Senecio sp.).

Armificial spoil (51)

The unprocessed aggregate material to be processed onsite is stored in a large mound
approximately 40m x 20m which is piled at the south-eastern and eastern areas of the site (see
Photograph 3 on Figure 3) and in a large shed (BS on Figure 2) to the south, Once processed it
is stored in the silos along the western boundary walls before being transported off-site. The
material has no vegetative cover,

Fence iF 1)

A large metal fence (see Figure 2) encloses the site and forms the site boundary. It is
approximately 2.5m tall and the railings have large gaps between them where vegetation
frequently intrudes through to the site from outside.

Conroy's Recycling L1d, Project No.: LNMS101 /001 / 001 25
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In order to contain the aggregate material brought on site, large concrete-sleeper walls have
beer canstructed along the majority of the east and west boundaries. It is also there to act as @
potential flood barrier should water from the diteh to the west or the stream to the south overflow
into the site.

Suildings (B1 ta BE)

There are two temporary cabins on the site (B1 and B2) located towards the norther end of the
site which are being used as facilities by staff and site visitors. A smaller cabin (B3) is employed
as the site waigh-station. There is a small storage shed (B4) to the north-wast of tha site which
has had its front door removed and a large shed {B5) at the very south-east of the site which is
open on its north facing side and is used to store excavated material before it is processed. In
addition, there are three shipping containers in the north east corner of the site (B6, B7 and BS)
which are being used for storage, The locations of all buildings are shown on Figure 2.

Hare ground with tall ruderal (BG/TRT)

A small area (approximately 20m x 1m) of bare ground with tall ruderal vegetation located at the
very southern edge of the site. This is the only area on the entire site that has any semblance of
a vegetative community though it is chiefly domirated by bare-ground. There Is a single grey
willow tree (Salix cinerea) and butterfly bush { Buddieja davidii) which have both colonized the
site through the gaps in the fence. There is a small amount of bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg)
while the ground flora species include abundant dandelion with occasional common nettle
{Urtica dioica). Creeping cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans) is frequent as is willowherb and thistie.
There are two piles of wooden sleepers in this area (see Photographs 1 and 2 on Figure 3)
which could potentially be used by reptiles for refugia and/or hibernacula.

Fauna

Mo incidental fauna or signs of such were observed on site during the survey.

Corvay's Recycling Ltd, Project No.: LNMS101 /001 / 001
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5. Legislation and Planning Policy Issues

51 Background

511 The content of the legislation and planning policy section is the legislation and planning policy
issues that we know are relevant based on this desk study and extended Phase 1 habitat
survey. A-detailed description of the method for this section is given in Appendix 2.

52 Designated Sites

521 Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar is located 0.3km to the south of the site. This

Is an internationally designated site which supports over 90,000 waterfow! including little tern,
ringed plover and dark-beflied brent goose. This site has been designated as an SPA in
accordance with EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC) and Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance) designated under the Ramsar Convention. SPA’s and
Ramsar sites in England are protected as European sites (as set out in the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010}, Solent Maritime SAC averlaps largely with Chichester
and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar and is designated primarily for it's examples of the
following Annex | habitat types: estuaries, spartina swards and Atlantic salt meadows. The site is
classified as a SAC under the EU's Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC).

522 Under Regulation 61 of the Habitats Regulations there is a requirement for all competent
authorities, when making decisions an plans and projects that may affect European designated
sites, to consider the impacts of a development on those designated sites. The local planning
authority should consult Natural England and take into consideration its advice in making this
assessment. Furthermore, in undertaking this assessment the local planning authorlty is entitled
to ask the applicant applying for planning permission, for any further information needed to
determine that assessment. If the local planning authority concludes that there is the likelinood
of significant effects, then it is required to undertake a full appropriate assessment in
accordance with Regulation 61. The local planning authority is not able to grant planning
permission until it has ensured that the proposals would not have an adverse affect on the
imtegrity of the European sites.

523  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2012, states that: “The presumption in favour
of sustainable development (paragraph 14) does rot apply where development requiring

appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats Directives is being considered, planned or
determined.”

524  Chichester and Langstone Harbours are also designated as $5SIs in accordance with the
Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, as amended. Under the WCA, the planning autharity
must consider whether a planning application will affect an SSS or its features of interest, with
section 280 stating that "Public bodies must take reascnable steps, consistent with the proper
exercise of their functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of SS51s",

525  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012 states that *the planning system should
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing
valued landscapes and minimising impacts on biediversity and providing net gains in
biodiversity" and that proposed developments “likely to have an adverse effect on a Site of
Special Scientific Interest...should not normally be permitted’.

Conray’s Recycling Ltd, Preject No.: LNMS101 / 001 / 061 27
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These national planning palicy requirements are reflected in local planning policy.

Havant Borough's Local Plan (Core Strategy) Policy DMS states that: " Planning permission will
only be granted for developments in the coastal zone which..has no harmful effects on nature
conservation within the Chichester and Langstone Harbours S551s and SPA, Solent Maritime
SAC and Ramsar Site, or any SINCs and Local Nature Reserves’. As the site is located within
0.3km of the SPA itis likely to be within its Zone Of Influence (ZOI).

Matural England’s SPA Avoidance Strategy 2009-2014 makes clear that provisions must be
made for certain forms of developments which fall within a ZO1, However, the proposed
development is unlikely to have a negative effect on the SPA, SAC or the SSSls or their
impartant attributes because:

« The development would not result in increased levels of production at the material
recovery facility on site;

= The designated sites are separated from the site by 0.3km comprising roads, arable land
and residential developments. The development will be confined to the site boundaries
and will not directly impact any of these,

= The development iz not residential in nature and will therefore not result in increased
recreational impacts on these designated sites;

» The development seeks no earthworks or new construction of permanent or tempoarary
structuras;

+ Very little water is used in the processing of on-site material except in mid-summer when
the moisture content of aggregate material to be processed needs to be raised. This is
done with a sprinkler system which minimises potential surface water run-off; and

*  All rain water which falls on site is collected using a hydraulic brush system ensuring it
does not run off into the adjacent drain or stream which flows into the SPA, SAC and
SS35ls.

The development proposals should therefore be campliant with the relevant legislaticn and
policy with respect to statutory designated sites.

There are 19 non-statutory SINC’s located within 2km of the site. The development should have
no significant effect on the health and integrity of these sites for the reasons as listed in 5.2.8,
The development proposals should therefore be compliant with the refevant legislation and
palicy with respect to non- statutary designated sites.

Habitats of Principle Importance

Local authorities have a duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006 to conserve biodiversity
including HPIs. Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy) Policy CS11 states that * Planning
permission will be granted for development that..Frotects and where possible enhances the
borough's statutory and non-statutory designated landscape, habitals and features of
biological..interest'. The development should have no negative effects on these HPIs for the
reasons set out in 5.2.8.

The development proposals should therefore be compliant with the relevant national and local
legislation and policy with respect to priority habitats

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Project No., LNMS101 / 001 / 001
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Ancient Woodland

Two parcels of ancient woodland listed as a HPI under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006 and
protected under the NPPF, were found to be present in the desk study search within 2km of the
site. The ancient woodland is located within the Littlepark Wood (West) and Littlepark Wood
{East) SINCs. The nearest parcel is 1.6km away from the site and is separated by the A27 as
well as several large housing developments. The development should therefore be compliant
with the NERC Act and NPPF palicy with regard to ancient woodlands.

Protected Species

Thera is a small stand of bramble found to the scuth of the site in area bars grounditall ruderal
(see BG/TR1 on Figure 2) which could poteritially support nesting birds, including a number of
species recorded within the desk study. All birds, eggs and active nests are protected from
darage and destruction under the Wildlite and Countryside Act 1981, as amended.

There is potential suitable habitat for reptiles in the bare ground/tall ruderal area (see BGTR1
on Figure 2). This is addressed in section 6.2.1.

Recommendations are made in Section 7 for mitigation which, if followed, should ensure that the
development is compliant with legislation with regard to these protected species,

Ecological Enhancement

Central and local government policy and Section 40 of the NERC Act now advocales ecalogical
enhancement of development sites, national planning policy (NPPF 2012) states that "plan
policies should promote opportunities for the incorporation of beneficial biodiversity and
geclogical features within the design of development.

There is limited potential for ecological enhancement on the site due to the near absence of
habitats and its overall industrial nature, but recommendations for conserving and enhancing
the enviranment and biodiversity provided within Section 7 should enable the development to be
compliant with the policies listed above.

Conroy's Recyeling Ltd, Project No.: LNMS101 /001 / 001 28
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Potential Further Ecological Issues

Background

The potential further ecological issues section sets out our assessment of the potential of the
site to support protected species and other species of conservation concearn which were niat
detected during the extended Phase 1 habitat survey, either because their presence is seasonal
or because specialist survey techniques are raquired. Further information on the methods of
assessment is given in Appendix 1.

Frotected spacias

Reptilas

The large wooden sleeper piles in the bare ground/tall ruderal could provide refugia or
hibermacula for reptiles. In addition, records of slow worm exist within 1km of the site, habitat
with the potential to support reptiles is located outside but adjacent to the east and west of the
site and the site boundary fence contains large gaps which make access to the site possible for
reptiles. However, the potential on-site areas that reptiles could reach are limited by the wall
which sits inside the site’s metal boundary fence (see Figure 2). This would largely limit reptiles
to the bare groundftall ruderal habitat where there is a significant gap between the fence and the
wall which contains vegetation. All reptiles are protected from killing and injury under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981, as amended. Recommendations are made in Section 7 for mitigation
which, if followed, should ensure that the development is compliant with |legislation with regard
to reptiles.

Planis

Flant species listed as Local BAP species and others protected under the NERC Act were found
within 1km of the site in the desk study (see Table 3), however none were recorded on site and
there is axtremely limited habitat on site within which any protected plant species could become
established. There should be no potential further ecological issues with regard to plants.

vertebrates

Two invertebrate Species of Principle Importance (SPI) as listed on Section 41 of the NERC Act
were recorded within Tkm of the site in the desk study but are unlikely to be present on the site
due to the lack of suitable habitat. There should be no potential further ecological issues with
regard to invertebrates.

Hals

Four species of bat protected under European legislation, two of which are also SPI listed under
Section 41 of the NERC Act, were recorded in the desk study between 400m and 600m away
from the site. There are areas of deciduous woodland outside but adjacent to the site which
could offer potential foraging opportunities for bats. However, there is no suitable habitat for

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Project No.: LNMS1071 / 001/ 001
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bats, in terms of either potential roosts or foraging potential. Therefore, there should be no
potential further ecological issues with regard to bats.

Water vole

£.25  Water voles have been recorded within 1km of the site. However, there is neither habitat to
support water vale on site nor any indication that any on-site aciivity would negatively influence
nearby water vole populations due to the reasons expressed in section 5.2.8. Therefore, thare
should be no further potential ecological issues with regard to water voles.

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Praject No.: LNMS101 /001 / 001 3
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Recommendations

Mitigation

The recommendations for mitigation (including aveidance, mitigation and compensation)
measures given in this section are based on the findings of the desk study and extended Phase
1 habitat survey,

Designated sites

Only habitats within the site boundary will be directly affected and Conroy's Recycling Ltd, who
will continue to comply with conditions originally set by Havant Borough Council as part of the
original application, including:

 Handling inert materials only and not accepting hazardous substances on site;

= Limiting on-site lorry visits to three a day;

+ Following Environmental Agency policies conceming air gquality; and

+ Constructing only temporary buildings which are fitted to handle potential flooding.

To prevent indirect effects, including dust and surface water runoff, affecting adjacent habitats,
including the stream to the southwest which flows into Chichester and Langstons Harbour the
development will follow the Environment Agency's pollution prevention guidelines for “works
and maintenance in or near water” (PPG5) and "working at construction and demolition
sites” (PPGE). This will mean continuing to abide by the surface-water control methods as
mentionad in 5.2.8.

frpact Fisk Sone

The site is located within a 58| Impact Risk Zone that states that applications relating to
waste, including "demailition and excavation waste, other waste managemenft, should sssess
the likely impacts of the development on the SSSI. The site lies within the designated
*Broadmarsh Industrial Ares” as laid out in the Havant Borough District Wide Local Plan and so
is within the existing urban area and will not cause an increase in the carbon footprint. The
development is unlikely to have any negative impacts on the 53SIs nearby providing the
recommendations for mitigation in Section 7.1.2 are followed.

Prorectad Bpecias

The clearance of the small area of bramble found in habitat BG/TR1 should be undertaken
outside of the breeding bird season (i.e. clearance work should be undertaken between
September and February inclusive). If clearance needs to take place within the breeding bird
season. the vegetation should be checked carefully for the presence of breeding birds
immediately prior to warks commencing by a suitably qualified individual [f an active nest is
discovered, then work in that area should cease until such a time that the young have fledged or
the nest 1s no longer active,

Conroy's Recycling Lid, Project Mo.: LNMS101 /001 / 001
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716  There is the potential for reptiles to use the two piles of wooden sleepers in the BG/TR1 habitat
for refuge or hibernation. To avoid the potential killing and injury of reptiles it is recommended
that, if required, the wooden sleepers are moved under ecological supervision. Any reptiles that
found could then be moved to areas of suitable habitat outside of the site.

Ecological Enhancements

[y ¥]

"1 The site is immediately adjacent 1o riparian, scrub and woodland and the desk study identified
numerous bird and bat species as occurring within Tkm (see Table 3). It is therefore
recommaended that two to three bird and bat boxes be attached to the south wall of building BS
to encourage the presence of these species in the area.

3 Further Survay

"31  No further surveys are recommended for the proposed development.

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Project No.. LNMS101 /001 /001 a3
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Conclusion

The site at Harts Farm Way was found to be within 0.3km of Chichester and Langstone
Harbours SPA/Ramsar/SSSis and Solent Maritime SAC and within 2km of 19 SINCs. The
development will be confined to the site and providing recommendations for mitigations are
followed it should have rio effect on any of these protected sites. No priority habitats are found

on the site and the development is unlikely to have any impacts on the ecological health of the
priority habitats nearby.

A high number of protected species and species of conservation concemn were identified In the
desk study as being outside but within 1km of the site. Mo protected species were recorded on
site and habitat suitable to support breading birds and reptiles was resiricted 1o a small ares of
bramble and wooden log sleepers on the south boundary. Providing recommendations for
mitigation followed are followed during the cleararice of the area of bramble and/or the wooden
log sleepers, the development should comply with legislation protecting reptiles and breeding
birds.

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Project No.. LNMS101 /001 / 001
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10. Appendix 1: Plant Species and Abundance from Field Survey

Hard stamding with ephemeral short perenmal (HSESPT)
Common Name Scientific Name Abundance
Thistle sp. Cirsium sp. R
Willow herb sp. Epilobium sp. R
Annual beard grass Polypogan manspeliensis R
Ragwort sp. Senecio sp. N R
{ Bandelion sp. Taraxscum sp. R
Hare ground and i3 TAR1
Common Name Scientific Name Abundance
Bare Ground Bare Ground A
Buddleja Buddleja davidii R
| Thistle sp. Cirsium sp. A
Willow herb sp. Epilobium sp. A
Creeping cinguefoil Potentilla reptans F
Bramble Rubus fruticosus )
Grey willow Salix cinerea R
Dandelion sp. Taraxacum sp. A
Nettle Urtica divica 0
36 Conroy’s Recycling Ltd, Project No.: LNMS101 /001 7 001
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11. Appendix 2: Assessment Methodology

111 Identification of Legal and Planning Palicy Issues in England

Scope of Assessment

111 The first step is to identify any biodiversity features found on the site that are subject 1o legal or
policy controls, as follows:

112 Thelocation of the site is compared to the distribution of sites with a statutory or non-statutory
nature conservation designation using information derived from the desk study. Consideration is
given lo designated sites that could be affected directly or indirectly by the proposed
development.

Habiats outside Designated Sites

1113 The habitats known to occur on the site are compared to those which receive some protection, in
law or policy, outside of designated sites i.e. hedgerows, uncultivated land and semi-niatural
areas, habitats listed as priorities in the home nation biodiversity strategies, habitats listed as
Habitats of Principal Importance for the Conservation of Biodiversity by the Secretary of State
and local priority habitats listed as requiring action (formerly under the Local Biodiversity Action
Plans).

Ancient Waoodland

1114  The ancient woodland inventory is checked to determine whether any known ancient woodland
occurs either on the site or nearby.

Frotected Species

1115 The species known to occur on the site as a result of the desk study and Phase 1 habitat survey
are compared with those listed in nature conservation legisiation i.e. the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, as amended, the Conservation (Habitats &c) Regulations 2010.

1118 In addition, the species known to occur on the site as a result of the desk study and Phase 1
habitat survey are compared with those listed in animal welfare legislation, i.e. the Badgers Act
1992 and the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996,

Prierity Species
1117 The species known to occur on the site are compared with those listed as priority species (i.e.

Species of Principal Importance for the Conservation of Biodiversity in the country concemed) or
those requiring action on the local priority species lists (Local Biodiversity Action Plans).

Conroy's Recycling Ltd, Project No.; LNMS101 /001 / 001 37
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Wher Species of Conservation Concerm

1.1 The species known o occur on the site are compared with other nature conservation listings,
such as red data books,

114 The species of plant present on the site are compared with those listed by government agencies
s Invasive non-natives, with particuler attention given to those listed in the Wildiife and
Countryside Act 1581, as amended.

110 I any of the above are found to occur on or near the site and are likely to be affected by the
development in any way, the relevant legisiation and planning policy (including national,
regional, county and borough policies) are examined to determine whether the proposed
development is compliant.

Ecolagical Enhancement

11111 Planning policy generally requires new developments to be enhanced for biodiversity. The
existing proposals are considered to determine whether biodiversity enhancements are offered
and whether they are adequate to meet the palicy requirements. Again, national, regional,
county and borough policies are considered.

1.2 Identification of Potential Further Ecolagical Issues

1121 Further ecological issues are those which can not be resolved during the preliminary ecological
appraisal for any reason, including the following:

+ The development is near a designated site and consultation with the relevant regulator is
required in order ta determine whether further assessment is required;

+ Suitable habitat is present on or near the site for a protected species/species of
conservation concern and specialist survey lechniques are required for their detection;

+ Suitable habitat is present on or near the site for a protected species/species of
conservation concern and the extended Phase 1 habitat survey was not undertaken at a
suitable time of year for their detection:

* A protected species/species of conservation concern was found on or near the site but
turther information on population size or distribution is required in order to resolve any
legal and planning policy issues (such as obtaining licences).

1122 Discussion of issues raised by 3" parties, e.g. reports of protected species from the site by local
people, may also be discussed under this heading.

1123  The desk study is used as a guide to the protected species/species of conservation in the local
area, however, the list is not taken to be exhaustive and it is bome in mind that some species
may no longer occur in the locality.
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