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Summary

This report has been prepared in order to assess the Arboricultural value of a specimen at a property Allmara Drive. Following a VTA (Visual Tree Assessment) multiple issues with the specimen were noted, including general age related decline issues, as well as the presence of a Soft-White Rot with large sections of bark falling away freely from the specimen. With all these taken into account, it is recommended that removal of the specimen takes place, and replaced with a more suitable specimen in a more suitable location.
Introduction

Traditional Tree Surgery was instructed in February 2015 to prepare a Tree Assessment Report for Mr. Murrant 
The specimen in question is located at 1 Allmara Drive, Waterlooville, PO7 5TT

The purpose of the report was to assess the Arboricultural value of the trees based on their current quality in accordance with BS3998:2010 (Tree Work-Recommendations)

The location of specimen in question at the property is located within the rear garden, in the North-East corner.

Following consultations with Havant Borough Council, the specimen in question has a TPO placed upon it at the time of writing.
The survey was conducted visually from ground level

Main Body

The specimen that requires a tree report to be conducted for it is a Quercus robur (T1) specimen. The specimen is located in the North-East corner of the property, directly in the corner of the fence line. Located in close proximity to T1, is a Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’ (T2) specimen. The specimen itself shows very little history of tree works, with only odd pruning wounds. The specimen itself is also showing areas of fibre buckling at the unions of the larger weighted limbs, and other general age related swellings on the stem. The canopy itself is in an okay to fair condition although not in the best of form, again another age related issue. 
One concern with the specimen, from and health and safety perspective, is that now the larger anchorage roots are beginning to severely lift the paving slabs surrounding the specimen in close proximity to the house, posing a large health and safety threat due to trip hazards.

The largest concern lays with the obvious decline related issues with the specimen. Located at the base of the specimen, facing South-East, there is a historic wound on the specimen. And shown within the wound is the presence of a significant soft-white rot. Diagnosis of the particular pathogen causing the decay type is currently impossible due to the lack of a fungal bracket at this time of year, and any guess would only be an educated speculation. Another issue with the specimen is the large sections of bark coming away and falling off from the main stem, which I believe is a direct relation to the decline of the specimen.
It should also be noted that the owner of the specimen, Mr Murrant is currently greatly concerned with the specimen, especially now there is obvious evidence of decline, and his duty of care to others, if the tree was to fail at any time, his concerns lie both directly with the threat of damage to his property, but also his duty of care to others, as the owner of the tree. Mr Murrant’s property overlooks a regularly used block of garages and car parking area, which is directly in the drop zone, should the tree or any of its limbs fail.
Conclusions

Following the site visit and recording of information visually, and correspondence with the property owner and using my own personal qualifications and professional experience, I believe that the specimen (T1) is currently in decline, with both a combination of age related defects and declines, also associated with the presence of a Soft-White Rot at the base of the specimen. At this moment in time without conducting some kind of decay detection test, such as PiCUS, the stage at which the decay has progressed into the specimen is currently undeterminable, however, with the cambium breeched, this is a matter that should be addressed, particularly with the large sail area of the canopy, and the large potential hazard zone, including the property, adjacent properties, regularly used car parking and regularly used garages bellow the specimen in the immediate drop zone.
Recommendations
My recommendation for the specimen T1 is to carry out a complete removal of the specimen. The specimen itself is over-dominative of its space, causing issues with Mr. Murrants reasonable enjoyment of his property, also with the clear issues related to the vitality of the specimen, a mixture of both age related decline, and obvious issues related to the presence of a Soft-White Rot within the specimen at the base of the tree. Following the removal of T1, the specimen located in close proximity to T1, T2, would provide an ideal replacement specimen, with high amenity value, especially when allowed to fill its full canopy potential. Also there is the potential to plant a more suitable specimen in a more suitable location at the property, such as Pyrus chanticleer, which itself holds a high amenity value, due to its appealing canopy shape and winter colour. The root plate is a small area, and only has a small canopy, removing the issue of future space conflict, as seen with T1.
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Evidence of large sections of bark falling away from specimen








