Sally Smith

Consultee response re APP/14/00232- Land at Portsdown Hill UE5
I have examined the submitted application documents and wish to make the following comments:

Affordable Housing Provision

The councils policy is that on all development sites where more than 15 homes are being provided that the site must include at least 30% affordable homes.  To ensure a mixed community these affordable homes should be integrated, avoiding concentrations of affordable housing, into the development and provide a mix of smaller and larger homes.

I can confirm that I support the development on this site as it will provide much needed affordable housing in the Havant area. 
The proposals on this site are for a total of 47 dwellings which will provide  30% (14 units) of affordable housing. At this stage there are no details regarding the tenure split however the Planning, Design & Access  Statement makes reference to Core Strategy paragraph 6.20 which requires 65/70% rented against 30/35% Shared Ownership . I would expect at least  30% of the homes to be offered as shared ownership/shared equity but market research on the part of the Developer and the contracted  Registered Provider may prove that this site, due to its location, could sustain a higher percentage which could be discussed .   

Demand for social rented housing remains consistently very high and this development will help to improve the supply of social housing.  As at 24/03/2013 there were 2525 applications registered on Hampshire Home Choice with 740 households waiting for 2 bedrooms and 260 for 3 bedrooms. The average waiting time for all sizes of property in the area is 6-7 years.

The homes will provide much needed accommodation in a very desirable location close to shops, amenities, educational facilities and transport links. 

Mix

I am satisfied with  the location of the affordable housing despite the fact that all 14 units are clustered towards the entrance to the site; however in my view this is an attractive part of the site and for this reason is acceptable.  The initial proposal of 6 no 2 bed houses and 8 no 3 bed houses is also acceptable, however the Planning, Design & Access Statement Chapter 3 page 10 quotes only 13 units comprising 8 no 2 bed units and 5 no 3 bed units.
The homes would appear to meet the size standard guidelines as stated in the Havant Borough Council Housing SPD; the  proposals show the 2 bed houses as 750 sqft (69.7 sqm), and the 3 bed houses as a generous 930sqft (86.4 sqm) which is slightly above the required standard.

Design  

As the site falls within an area of mixed character with no dominant form it does allow the developer to incorporate some innovative design solutions and it will be interesting to see how siting to maximise views and house types with first  floor living space and terraces works. 

I would suggest that renewable energy sources, particularly solar panels, could work well here taking into account the orientation of the homes.

There appears to be good provision of parking spaces for cars with a mixture of private and highway spaces.
I am concerned that some of the gardens of the affordable housing units  appear to be small, in particular plots 10,11,12, 13 and 16. 
The lower density proposals for this site are very welcome and allow for increased green space within the development. The open space has good passive surveillance from all the properties around it which will help reduce incidents of vandalism and other forms of antisocial behaviour. I would like some clarification on the management arrangements for the public areas.

The buildings and layout would make it easy to find your way around the site. The development does seem to address the issue of safe access and a safe route around the site for all occupants. All routes around the site would appear to be pedestrian, cycle and vehicle friendly. 

Summary

· 30% affordable units (13)

· Clarification needed in future as to tenure split

· Acceptable mix of unit size and type

· Clarification required as to management of public spaces

Julie Watson-Cowen

Housing Enabling Officer.

24th March 2014.

